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How wonderfulto walkalong a country lane near your
homein the late afternoon of a hot summ&rday. Not
much inflower after the big spring flush of wild
flowers, but it doesr2seem to matter.
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In this issue. . .

Thismonth | havechangedhe orderingof the newsletter. Youwill notice that
Sippetsand UpcomingProgramsomeat the endinsteadof the beginning. You
canbeginwith readingsomeinterestingand stimulatingstoriesfrom our
contributors

P.2 Starting from Scratch (40+ years agd®ill Mullard
P.4 Waratah Legends, Hothe WaratahTurned Red; JanePye
P. 6 How the Morton Fre Made the Creeks Rumde ¢ MelissaCady
P. 7 European Wasps EricaRink
P.8 Snippets
GardenVisits14™ November2020
P.9 AGuideto the YarrawaBrushg ReprintMarch 2021
WollemiPinegProtectedSatus
P.10 WollemiPines- LocalHistory¢ JennySmons
Caladenigestacea yellowform ¢ PhotographKrisGow
P.11 dYourSay A y 3 S O (\Chtdaiz@dhge
VolunteersNeededto Water PlanterBoxesat Coles
SHAP&nd CommunityRadio
SHAPSVebPage
P.12 SHAPSmasParty,3“ December2020

P. 13 UpcomingProgram

Startingfrom Scratch(40+yearsago)

Bill Mullard

The property of St Mauwwvas started by Mr Everest York Seymour as a Guernsey Stud and

the building of a statef-the-art milking facility. On his death the farm was continued as a

dairy farm by a local businessman and Councillor who in 1971 subdivided the grazing
portionofthe¥ I NY 2y (KS {2dziKSNY &ARS 2F {lffteQa
Estate. The estate comprised 69 blocks ranging from 1 to 64 acres. We purchased our block
of 25 acres (10ha) in 1976, built and moved into our partly completed home in 1979 and
called the propertyWrewyndltrees and wind). Our portion of the block is now 8ha.
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The land had been heavily grazed by cattle and
sheep and had been extensively cleared during
subdivison as evidenced by the numerous
windrows of partially burnt timber. Fortunately,
as our preference was for native vegetation, we
were able to choose a block with some
remaining old growth trees, particularly on the
steeper slopes. By this time howevergth
blackberries had taken a firm hold over the

property.

Valleybelowthe house2008after the exclusionof
cattlefor 15years

We continued with a small number of cattle urt®95 while gradually fencing adfeas to
allow for regeneration, clearing most of the windrows and eradicating the blackberries
(almost). In the meantime, we accepted anything offered in the way of planthiéohouse
yard and ended up with a mixtuie natives and exotics to compteent the regrowth of the
endemic trees and groundcovers.

After returning from an 1dyear hiatus in Sydney in 2006 we became more serious about
regeneration of the land and plangnnative species. As there had been no cattle on the

land since 1995 regeneration was well on the way including, unfortunately, a resurgence of
blackberry which must be dealt with on a continuing basis. At this time, we entered the
Vegetation ConservatioRrogram (now Land for Wildlife) with Wingecarribee Shire Council.

Thepredominantspecies evident when we purchased the land weoealyptus
guadrangulate(white-topped box) on the North facing slopds, glodoidegwhite

stringybark) on the south facindgppes ande. obliqugmessmate) along the water courses,
with a groundcover oPoa labillardier{silver tussock) and a mixture of other native and
introduced grasses. Now a weltablished understorey is also present, consisting mainly of

Housesitefrom northernridge 1980

Lomandra longifoligspinyheaded matrush),L. filiformis(wattle matrush),L. multiflora
(manyflowered matrush),Acacia melanoxylo(blackwood) andHardenbergia violacea
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(purple coral pea). There are also some pocketsdijofera australigAustralian indigo)
regenerating.

In 2012 we had an Ecological Survey carried out which identified 68 endemic plant species
on the property which is part of the Southern Highlands &Ngbodlands in the Sydney

Basin Bioregion classified as an Endangered Ecological Community occurring on clay soils on
Wianamatta Shale.

tfFyYyGAy3a 2F yIFGAGBSa MRQ G20WRI ARNBAGSG A8y VizKeS YUKy
plants representing 230 different species. Surprisingly, we have not had too many failures,

about 15 in all, considering our abundance of large Eucalypts, their root systems and shade

and our reasonably heavy soibr8e plants have been saved by moving them to a sunnier

position with better soil beside the driveway.

Early days. Drivewayto housesite 1978 Drivewayto house2021

CNRBY KSNB 2y ¢S UKAYy]l 6S gAft O2yOSyaNrGsS 2y
than establishing new gardens.

WaratahLegends; How the Waratah TurnedRed

Jane Pye

IndigenousdDreamtimestoriesof the creationare manyandvaried,andare perhapsthe
oldestin the world. Legendgold by Aboriginaltribesand nationsin manylanguage®ffer
spiritualexplanationof the world andtheir environment. Anyonewho isinterestedcan
find that manyare availableboth publishedandonline,though someare coveredby
copyright.

In 1915RTBakerpublisheda work TheAustralianFlorain AppliedArt, Partl TheWaratah
whichincludeda longstory with chaptersentitled Origin,Expelled,TheFight,TheScourge
and TheKiss. Thiswasan amalgamatiorof waratahlegendsrewritten by LucienHenryin
languageand sentimentpopularat the time. Henrywasa Frenchpoliticalemigre,artist and
stone carverwho took inspirationfrom the motifs availablein Australiaincluding
conspicuouslyhe waratah.
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In 1925CWPeckpublishedthe first substantialcollectionin AustralianLegendsTales
HandedDownfrom the RemotesfTimesby the Autocthonoudnhabitantsof OurLand He
wasa teacherandpoet, andcollaboratedwith Aboriginalelderandstoryteller,Ellen
Andersonof the lllawarra,until her deathin 1934. Atotal of 51 storieswere published,
primarily from the EastCoastof Australia. He wassupportiveand sympathetictowardsthe
Aboriginesbut he presentedthe legendsin an anglicisedstyleand omitted the spiritual
aspectsf the stories. Hewasfor manyyearsthe secretaryof the WaratahLeaguevhose
aimwasto havethe waratahdeclarel the Australiannationalflower. t S Odxt@riive
collectioncanbe found on a Universityof Wollongongwebsitedocuments.ouw.edu.au

Twooft S Olgg@niisindicateda verylonghistory of Aboriginalstorytelling. Onetells of
war brewingbetweenrival groups. Astensionsgrew,they were alarmedby an earthquake
andvolcaniclavaflow emergingin a cavewhere someof the tribe were shelteringat Mount
Wilson. Theeldersknewthat waratahshad heatresistantqualitieswhich enabledthe tribe
to control the fire andescape.Anotherlegendconcernedmeteorsfallingto earthand
creatingmore fire and craters,andturning the waratahbloomred. Many of the legends
describehow the flowersturned from white to red, suggestingperhapsthat oncewaratahs
were white.

However the story | wishto givein full isfrom the websitedreamtime.net.auwhich setsout
to tell creationstoriesand¥ S v Ipe@opledf all backgroundstaces religionandgenderto
stepinto the world of the Aboriginals NS YO A YSQ®

a ¢ fsthr@is abouthow the White Waratahbecamered andthe story startsoff aboutthese
two little pigeonsalittle pair of Wongapigeons.Now, whenthe Wongapigeonsmate, they
alwaysmate for life andwhateverthey do, they alwaysdo it together.If (i K S ®duidiiBa
nest,they build it together.If (i K S gefxiNgheir young,they do it togethertoo. These
two little pigeonsdecidedthey wantedto go and gatherfood this morningandwhenyou
seepigeons,you neverseethem sitting up in the treeseating,you alwaysseethem walking
aroundon the ground,pickingup things.

a { tBesetwo little Wongapigeonswere walkingaroundon the ground,pickingaway,
pickingaway,gatheringfood andthey hadarule neverto getout of onel y 2 (i Kighthaa a
they were pickingaround,the little femalelookedup andsheO 2 dzf sRefid@riate, but she
R A Rtgk@ainynoticefor alittle while, soshepickedaroundon the groundby herself.She
keptlookingup everysooften, then after a while shestartedto worry about her mate,
becausehere wasno signof him.

a { shestarted callingout andstill no reply. Thiswent on for alittle while andtheir rule was
neverto fly up abovethe canopyof the trees, either, becausehe hawkswould getthem. So
sheflitted aroundin the lower branchesgcallingout to her mate andstill no reply. Shegot to
the stagewhere shethoughtW {i 0§ thing | cando now s fly up abovethe top of the trees
andhavealookupi K S NB Q @

Assheflew up abovethe tree tops, sureenough,the big hawkgrabbedher andhe grabbed
her on the breast.

a | I @lvayshavetheir favourite placesto take their food andeatit. Soasthis bighawk
wasflying backto hisfavourite spotto eat thislittle pigeon,somehowshewriggledand
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squirmedandbrokefree of hisgrip. Asshetore awayfrom the hawk,shealsotore her
breastopentoo and startedbleeding.

G { ©8 dz fiR ahyribrebecauseshewaswounded,so shefloated down to the ground
andthe first thing shelandedon wasthe White Waratah.Theblood from her wounds
startedto turn that White Waratahred. Soasshewent from Waratahto Waratahto White
Waratah,they all becamered.

& { tat little Wonganeverfound her mate and shedied eventuallyherself,but (i K | hdv &
the White Waratahbecamered.

& teRedWaratahshavejust finishedflowering,but if you goup to a RedWaratahwhile A G Q &
in flower and pokeyour fingerinto the flower itselfandbringit out, & 2 dg&&rédstain
aroundyourfinger. Thatred stainrepresentsthe blood from the pigeord €

How the Morton FireMade the CreeksRunFree

Melissa Cady

The catastrophi€urrowanFire morphed into the Morton Fire in late December 2019. By
10.1.20 its ferocity, hunger and intensity consumedlamd, like so many others in its
unquenchableahirst for territory. Fortunately our house was savdaut gardens, orchard,
fences, tanks, outbuildings, all burnt

We live in a remote location, in the bush in Bundanoon. Devastation met our eyes, as we
assessed the damage on the 11.1.20. All organtlatsneeded oxygen to breathe were
vaporised vanished, absent.

The fire crowned through our property. Only charcoal and ash was present. So hot the fire,
that sandstone boulders that lined our cliffs and creek shattered.

From the unnamed creeks thatainsect our property all the biomass was removed by the
FANSB® L (GKSYy dzyRSNRAG22R ¢Keé Al ¢l a OFffSR
twigs, leaves and branches shed by the forest. The denuded landscape revealed something
novel to my eyesThe rocks, hidden for over 50 years, under its burden of leaf littew

new heroes the freed creeks could now flow freely. Bubbling and gurgling, mini waterfalls
cascading from our heights of 610m above sea level, descending. Its destination, dyentual
is, of course, the sea. The precious cargo of life giving water, destined to fill up the long dry
waterholes, lakes and swamps that make up New South Wales southern intermittent lakes.
Delivering a home for all the water fowgptiles, yabbiesfrogs ad insects to live and

reproduce in.

As the calamity passed, regrowth inched it way up. First, only days after thepiicdably
pyrophilousfungus lay on the ground, its pinky/orange colour perplexing locals, asking the
jdzSa A2y Xdgl a {KI (frorf theNFercu\eB direratRBuynd, a sebld@ LILIS R
fungus, that had waited many many years to surface.
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Bugh Tomatoes Solanum avicular&angaroo
Applethrive, I guestimate 1@ have
hundreds ofkilos of fruit on our property.
Helicrysum bracteaturRaper Daisflower

tall as my shoulder feeding a spectacular
variety of butterflies, Australian Painted
Ladies, Yellow Adnals, Common Browns and

Helichrysum
bracteatunmPhotos ~Monarchs Blues and more. A treat to our
MelissaCady eyes.

Then seedlings of our maitay forest trees burst through.
Helichrysumdall asmyshoulder | - cagyarinas, Black Wattheacia decurnes, Golden Wattle
Acacia longifolia, the EucalypisSilverbp AshE sieberj Grey
GumeE. punctataNarrow Leaved pple Angophora bakerill carpet the ground. Fascinating
to watch as time passes, who will bee winner of each square metiaf earth.L (ogeé
shot, hundreds of seedling all competing for real estate.

Other unsundheroesare finding their
time to shine.Hop bushGoodenia
Fringe lilyThysanotus tuberosys
Donkey orchidiurusaurea Nativelris
Patersoniaall flourish due tathe
richness of the ash and reduced canopy
of the forest. Andthere aremany many
more.

Donkeyorchid Diuris aurea
PhotoMelissaCady

Fringe lily Thysanotusuberosus
PhotoTrishaArbib

EuropeanWasps

Erica Rink

A couple of years ago we had too many European
wasps in the gardenDrinking from the bird baths
and generally notwanted? S KI @Sy Qi aSSy
thissummer The method used was very
successful.
Europearwasys look differentto bees. This involveshe use of a chemical known as
Theyare veryaggressiveéo humansand . . . .. .
animals. Fpronil which is a pesticide used in flea treatments
for dogs. We are going to use it for a different use
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