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Next Meeting
Saturday June 4 2016
A Gardening Q & A Session at Punkalla

The winter months can be an opportunity to ponder, maybe focus on problem areas in the

garden, plantinggl e si g n, plans for rejuvenati on,
With this in mind wedre providing an o0pf¢
i nformation, even problems to be solved!

meetings stere is your chance to get together and talk all things garden! Bring along
your guestions; pest problems, design issues, what to grow where and anything else
bugging you in the garden. We also want to hear of your brilliant successes and clever tip
cheished references both in book form or favourite website.

Al so samples of whatos fl ow
i

ng at your
feature, photos of a br d

er i
ant esign é.
So come along and be mesad on the first weekend of winter, problems solved and ideas
to carry you forward to spring.

We will meet at 10.30 am at the home of Jenny and Pete John (see map for directions).
Bring morning tea and lunch as well as all your questions and show aitehtsl

See map on page 8
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President & Me ssage

“ 1 6ve been replacing some plants

. either wet conditions or the past few dry months. We all like to grow
| different plants and particular favourites, but sometimes those plants
,‘justobnét appreciate our efforts to
. prefer!

There is one genus however that | have found to be very adaptable, the
humble Callistemons. Wet or dry they continue to flourish producing
flowers in both autumn and spring. The@gndcoverCallistemon
ARocky Ramblerodo is |l ooking a pic
favouriteC. sieberihas just finished, its pale pink brushes turning

' cream. Sometimes it pays to stick with the trusted and true!

AR |
“v‘ - l. -~ - 1
“ . N
J L ‘ Margaret Lynch

Report on last meeting by Margaret Lynch

Photos are from Sue Grahame and Karen Cockerill
Friday May 6" Visit to Australian National Botanic Gardens

» Our group which included some

- guides from ERBGgathered for a
~ cuppa on a delightful autumn
morning at the ANBG café.
There we met our guides for an
informal chat before heading off
into the Gardens.

Following the disappointing news
that we were not able to visit the
nursery due to an outbreak of
myrtle rust, we instead were shown
the AGrowing Frien
i area where plants sourced from the
&8 collection are grown for sales each

& spring and autumn.

We then divided into groups for a
pleasant and informative stroll
The main path at ANBG through the older displays of
Myrtaceae and Proteaceae
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Admiring the sculptural cauliflower Hakea,
Hakea corymbosa from W.A

thencontinuing on to the Sydney Region Gully.

The Gardens undertook major earthworks in 2013 to
remodel the entrances as 0
sandstone growing medium which has allowed the iconic
sandstone species to flourish.

This natural gully area is a haven for birds and a delightful
ecological display. The Red Centre Garden with its striking
sand and landscape design representing ecosystems from
desert plains to rocky escarpmerstsinquestionably a
considerable achievement and major attraction.

After a delightful morning we regrouped on the eucalypt la
for a picnic lunch to the sounds of music wafting across fro
musical festival. After lunch we continued through the rock
garden, the gymnosperm plantings and then through the
amazing rainforagyully. It was agreed a wonderful
opportunity to spend a leisurely day with knowledgeable gui( horny Devil sculpture at the Red

viewing a wide variety of ACentregarden, wittChris, Jenny,
Jenny and Peter, and Sue

vV e

Australian Plant Society South East NSW  Newsletter118 May 2016 Page3

f



Saturday May 7" National Arboretum, Canberra

On another eautiful autumn day in the
capital we met our guide and STEP membsg
at the National Arboretum for our viewing o
Forest 20, the Southern Tablelands
Ecosystem Park.

On the way an interesting walk through the [
Quercus engelmanni{evergreen oak) forestfe
a rare species of North American oak
classified as vulnerable.

Unfortunately the neighbouring forest of
Acacia caerulescen@Buchan blue), also a
threatened species from a small area in
Gippsland was doing poorly with many trees
dead (possibly water issues).

SEP Garden with uide Tony ston

The STEP areaunlike the other forests of the arboretum displays understorey shrubs, grasses, herbs and
ferns. Our guide outlined the history and development of STEP as a regional botanic garden designed ta
help educate vitors about the flora typical of the southern tablelands. Sixteen species of eucalypts along
with Brachychiton populneusindAllocasuarina verticillata represent the trees of the region. These and
the other plants have been placed in their relative tapgspositions from low lying grasslands to the

more elevated dry and wet sclerophyll forests. While the arboretum provides some support the area is
worked and managed by an enthusiastic band of volunteers.

After a short break we then joined another guile for an autumn tones walk.
This walk was specially devised for Tree Week to showcase autumn colour and was enhanced by a
selection of poetry readings.

Our guide led us to 6 vantage points to take in the vistas and forests.
Il n keepi ng bmiadwn tlhen davstalisgauAutonng r ®orothea Mackellar
was one of the poems recited:

This is the gentlest season of the year.
From mists of pearl and gold
The slow sweet hours unfold
To crystal colours, still
As a glass, but not so cHil

All birds speak softly in the Autumn bush.
One bellbird from the deep
Like a call heard in sleep
Chimes in the bronzegold gloom
Cool greenhood orchids bloom.

Two glorious autumn days in which émjoy R >
two of Canberrads wo n dGuide Anna talks about the work at the
Arboretum
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Committee news

Future activities

Your committeecontinues to work on an evolving program of interesting meetings foyahrsadivities which
will hopefully add to our knowledge @ustralian plants, andncouraging all members to get involved

July 2 Wattles

August 6 Grevilleas

September 3 Grasslands, with Friends of Grasslands date to be confirmed

October 8 AGM Meeting at Horse Island

November 5 Garden visit to Cliff Williams property, and giing Western Distributor Road
looking at spring flowers

Note changes to the October and November meetings to accommodate our hosts

If you have any issues or ideas, any of the committee would appreciate your inpysee page 10)

Olearia tomentosa : a coastal survivor

There are about 25,000 species of daisies world wide, with about 1000 present in Australia. The
Asteraceaefamily is one of the largest and widespread of all the plant families, with species occurring in
every continent and in every land based communitgt extreme alpine. The family includes many
weeds, as well as useful economic, horticultural and agricultural species.

The daisy flower takes many outward
forms, but always it is a compound heg
of tiny individual flowers called florets.

Many spetes have structures that look
like petals around the outside, but the
are still separate flowers.

The o6petal 6 i s a
and the whole is known as a ray floret.

The centre of the head is made up of
several different kinds of floretpme
fertile, others not, depending on the
species.

Some seeds have a plume of hairs on
top in differing shapes and sizes, agai
depending on the species (wind
dispersed), while others have an
arrangement of hooksristles or spurs

(animal or object dispersed). Olearia tomentosa "flower" and buds
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A feature of this family is that many species, while they do produce seeds, frequently do this by means o
apomixis; that is, the seeds are produced without fertilisation occurring. In other wosdsspbeies do

not necessarily require the presence of male pollen to form viable seeds (fancy not needing a man!!).
Apomixis assists reproduction where pollination is restricted, or potential pollinator partners are remote.
Plants produced in this way areerefore clones of the parent plant, but to prevent the reduction of genetic
diversity, complicated processes take place during germination and growth. The strategy has allowed the
plants of many daisy (and other) species to become invasive and tosfulbcegploit new spaces.

This was not meant to be a botany lesson, bu t a piece @learta tementosaWrinkled Daisy Bush,
but | became carried away by the fascinating characteristics of the daisy family.

So, toOlearia tomentosa

Olearia tomentosas a
smallish shrub with round,
wrinkled, and sometimes
toothed, furry, leaves that
inhabits dry forests, scrub anc
heaths along the New South
Wales coast and inlartd the
lower Blue Mountains and thg
Budawang Range.

It rather likes exposed
headlands, often clinging
precariously to pockets of
acidic, sandy, well drained
soil.

In these circumstances, the
furry, thickish leaves help the
plant to withstand salt laden
winds.

The flowers are from two to five centimetres across, the ray florets blue or white and the central disc
florets yellow. The seed, or achene, has a plume of feathery bristles in the style of a Dandelion.

The species was first namAdter tomentogs after the English daisfsterin 1798 by J. C. Wendland, a
German horticulturist and author of théMdentury The specific namgpmentosusmeans soft,

referring to the soft feel of the leaves. In 1836 the name was chan@éht@a by A. P. De @ndolle
probably after Adam Olearius, anothetf"X&ntury German botanist. The species was recorded as being
introduced into England and Europe in the mid 1790s.

In spite of having no internet and email, thes® déntury plantsmen must have hadefficient

communication system across a whole range of European nations. Specimens were collected in Austral
(and other countries), sent to Europe and England by sea, grown on in specialist nurseries and distribute
to plant scientists for study and niaggp  Many of these plantsmen must have been on good terms with
each other, too, as the same botanists keep cropping up both as authors and as generic and specific nat

Jenny Liney.

Photos by Karen Cockerill
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Yellows by Leigh Murray

Some of my favourite plants have yellow flowers. And one of my least favourite garden sights is
yell owed foliage: in this case, yellow is defi

With the recent unusual |6yl dersys,e dwa rwn tshp eluli,t ewead
yellowed foliage. These includeomandra longifolia, Calytrix tetragona,Hakea sericeand

Westringiad Wy n y a b b iAad aGaymldia maculatat hat 6 s survived dogged
despite being repeatedly squished by large falling brancHesoaflyptus goniocalyx| expect all of

these ailing plants to O6greend up once tilthesee 6 s

seem somewhat susceptible to death from diy@nd borer at Tuross).

One of the successes at Turos&dacia pravissimad L i t t | e ThN is g dwearf férm of the

normally large shrub (sometimes hugee had one at Queanbeyan that would have been over 5ni x 5m

it eventually succumbed after alid®?0 years in a very dry, exceptionallywellr ai ned spot) .
Nuggetd only grows to about a metre high and w
shaped foliage. 't i-,mundh s hrub thatodés attractiv

Another yellowflowering success at Tuross 4. fimbriata. We planted one when we began the garden
and, with inadequate pruning, it grew into a gangly 4 metre tree that refused to recover from any hard
pruning (unlikeA. covenyiwhich shoots from the most amazingly hard, bare WobaeA. fimbriata

was recently busted off in a gale. But in the meantime, it had seeded 3 plants, all in very convenient

pl aces. Having |l earnt a thing or two about its
bushy, and they make the most beautiful folipgats. They have pretty yellow ball flowérglthough
they are now so frequently pruned that they do
|l i kely to seed more plants). On the d@tbixiélainhand
full bl oom. ltds a stunner.

And for age, we have ah. floribunda at Queanbeyan that would be about 40 years old. It was kept tip
pruned by a besotted cat during its enaintdingd year
since, sours is rather daggy now. This species can look beautiful in full bloom.

A staple of our gardens @orrea glabrag a tough shrub which comes in many different forms. Most have
yel |l ow f | owe rigustneattréiable noaffowesny and yery atactive to birds. Eastern
Spinebills, in particular, fancy the flowers big time.

Another yellowflowering bird favourite is a prostrate form @Gfevillea juniperina It can spread to a few
metreswith dense, grountiugging foliage and pretty yellow spider flowers dotted about.

Other yellowflowering good performers for us
includeAnigozanthos flavidugthe flowers of
some forms are wonderfully strong yellows)
Banksia integrifoliaandB. marginat (pale
lemon) Eucalyptus conferruminata (with fist-
sized yellow birdmagnet balls, often sold &s
lehmannii), andHibbertia asperaandH.
scandengbright yellow). There are tons of
yellow-flowering plants once you start thinking
about them. And yellow is such a wonderful,
cheerful colour (unless ités the foliageé).

Hibbertia scandens, definitely yellow
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