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A message from President Di

Dear Members,

Welcome to our midyear newsletter. This time last year we decided not to have a meeting as so

many members were likely to be away. This year is just the opposite, and we were considering
attempting a meeting at two gardens, splitting the group if need be.

In light of the ever changing conditions and risks due to the Covid 19 pandemic, the committee

decided that we would hold off from any physical gatherings until we felt more comfortable. It has
become a month to month decision, so we apologize for our inability to provide any detail.

In the meantime, thank you to those who have provided John with articles and snippets for the
newsletter. It is always interesting reading aboutothep e opl ebs acti vities and
you are all finding the extra time to get out in your own garden and our surrounding bush.

Best wishes,
Di Clark
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Snippets

Seeking Inspration

Last month | wrote about actually gardening. This month | would like to pass on some information for
online or audio inspiration. If anyorgse has stumbled across any fascinating items or books, please let
the group know. We are here to share information and continually learn, so keep it up.

Firstly - A podcast or twg for those with a smartphone orntablet
The ABC has an app call&BC Listen. It is here that you
can catch up on programs you may have missed.

One of the categories &cience and Technologgand thered
a program within that calleScience Friction

You will need to browse to find past pod casts (should be &
magnifying glass at the bottom of the page).

Press the magnifying glass and a page comes up with
programdisted by topic.

Go toScience, Medicine and Technologyand scroll down
till you find Science Friction

There are two podcasizartl May, and par®, June.
Partliscalledi A wi |l d and whi msi ca¥®
pl ant so
Part2iscalledi The <car ni v easagafomw o TS ceera arcturj carnivorous plant
Charl es Darwin to WheaEnjoel

Other APS group activities and talks.

TheAustralian Plant Society NSWrecently conducted their annual general meeting via zoom and created a
YouTubevideo for everyone to have access to the spéakeesentation. See below. You can access this by going
to the APS websitewww.austplants.com.a)and looking up latest stories. You will find linksYmuTube, or you
can just search i ouTube for the title blow. | just searched for Dr Brett Summerell and found it, and then you
find other interestingy ouTube videos along the same lines.

YouTubel Dr Brett Summerell on Banks and Solander and bushfire recovery

Notes relating to Gardens and Fire Retardant Plants

| have found théustralian Native Plant Societywebsite to be very informative.

http://anpsa.org.au/fire.html. Ifyoudoasearchfdi Austral i an Pl ant syofishouldfindr e F
it. There is also a list at the end of further reac

A side benefit of travel and meeting restigtions is the time we have to research. Norm Hulands has been
catching up on past Grevillea Study Group newsletters, and in issue 61, came across this article, which he
felt might be of interest.

Manganese Toxicity
Richard Tomkin runs i CHANGEMRGesakRESEMNINBathRAE ER Y 0
Queensland, specialising in propagation andtigiaof Grevilleas..

Forgive me if this topic has already been aired but having put up with grevilleas, grafted and cutting
grown, for the past 15 yeafd his article was published in March 2002 that have ALL suffered from
dead or dying old leaves, whaOOKS like iron deficiency, branches just dropping dead, distorted new
leaves (if any) and VERY poor flowering, | thought that maybe some of you may also have similar
problems and would like a probable fix.
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We have all been told to mulch, avoid phosplus; and to feed a little at a tinges?

But nobody explained exactly what ACID soil i sS.
soil s6 surely the mor e areisaound.8 and alliodr grevileastgieww b e
very well for a few years until we mulched again for the umpteenth time and slowly the whole garden
containing 230 grevilleas) went f#fAoffo.

All of the aforementioned symptoms developed over the next year or so with a number of slow deaths.
After many attempts to FIX the problem (it looks like iron or magnesium deficiency) we took a huge bag
of leaves for argsis to be told that Manganese was the culprit.

At a PH of 6 or lesManganese becomes more availahtel even if you have not added/&mowingly,

it is quite possible that your MULCH has. Most (all?) wdmased mulch has a high manganese content
and the worst, by far, is PINE BARK! Freshly mashgdsecalled Bush or Tree mulch is not much

better either.

Compounding the problem is the tendency for all mulches to acidify the soil as they break down which, ir
turn, makes the manganese more avail&dewhat we thought was good garden practice was killing our
plants. THE CURE. Shift your pH up to 6 or 6.5.

Use Dolomite not Lime. Add loads of GYPSUM. The calcium hdlp to suppress the manganese.

Water it all in and wait for a few monthsVe do not advise using ANY N.P.Kertilisers during this

time; there is probably quite a bit stildl in t
have gH as low as ours either, 5.5, with a heavy wood mulch, is quite enough (to cause problems).
After 2 years of Dolomite spreading | think we

Have any members noticed a similar deterioration in the health of Grevilleas over time? Would
help if you could let others know of your experiences through the newsletter.

APS VIC Seedbank available to NSW members
By Heather Miles

APS Vidoria has reconfirmed that seeds are available to APS NSW members. An updated ses¢hlistoie
from your newsletter editor upon request.

How this evolved

The enterprising David Dragd Northern Beaches recently wrote to APS VIC to see if NSW members could
purchase seed from them.

Chris Long, the APS Vic President hedvisedthey are happy to provideed tcAPS NSW members on the same
conditions as apply to APS VIC members. Thesalatailedin theseed listand are basically a maximum of six
packets of seed per quartBlease note that the postage price is $1.10 for the smaller packs of seeds

Chris and the committee from APS VIC look forward to helping N®@mbes with their seedequirements,
believing it is important to help each other where we can.
Thanks to David for his initiative and to the generous Victorians!

LA The Eurobodalla Regio nal Botanic Gardens are
AL to reopen soon, after the summer bushfires and

R ON
BOTANIC covid 19 restrictions .
GARDE N Watch for announcements.
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Pter Ole awarded OAM f ol

Peter is a well knowand widely respected member of
the Australian Plants Society community. This award is
overdue and certainly earned.

The following article is from the Leader News,
Sutherland Shire

i When Peter Olde, a newly returned Vietnam War
veteran, wagstablishing gardens in his lllawong home in
the 1970s, a friend suggested growing plants native to
&4 Australia was the patriotic thing to do.

"That rather took my fancy," he said as he looked back
on how his interest in native flora developed.

"I had never thought about it before, but it seemed that it
was like running the flag up for Australia and doing
somethingmportant for the environment at the same
time."

Petr not only embraced the idea, but embarked on a

§ voyage of discovery that led to him becoming a world

® expertin this fied and preeminent in knowledge of

e e TN RS i Grevillea.
Peer Olde, here admiringGrevilleaW { dzLJS N
an acknowledged world expert on the Genus \ His contribution to the knowledge of Australian native
Picture: Margaret Qe flora, made in a totally voluntary capacity, led to him
being awarded the medal of theder of Australia
(OAM) in the Queen's Birthday Honours.

Peerjoined the Australian Plants Society (APS) Sutherland group in in 1977, quickly becoming president and
serving until 1982.

He became leader of APS's Grevillea Study Group in 1980, a position he continues lio trealdgnition of his
commitment and service to APS; tvas appointeDllSW life memberin 1998 and received thustralian Plant
Medal in 2015.

Petersaid his interest in Grevillea was aroused by the ability and power of the genus to attract native birdlife to his
garden.

He has since cauthoredhe three volumé&revillea Book and, from 1993, beedonorary Research Associatat

the National Herbarium of NSW at the Botanic Gardens.

Having collected over 500Grevilleaspecimendrom all over Australiahe has describeaind namednany new
species of Grevilledn recognition of his botanical worlgrevillea oldeiwas named in his honour 1986 by Don
McGillivray, National Herbarium of NSW.

(The plant occurs on the NSW Central Co&stoldeiis a diffuse shrub of aboutrihigh, with arching branches
and well displayed terminal flowers. Hardy in most gardens, the plant is quite happy-shsel®d situations, and
provides a focal point for smaller honeyeaters.)

In 2003, he and his wife Margaret established a hobby fafalkdale to display native plants to their full

potential.

Silky Oaks, as it is cadd, was a regular participant in the ABC's Open Gardens Australia program, which ended in
2015.

The parklike garden, which is filled with hundreds of native plants, including many species and cultivars of
Grevillea, can still be viewed by appointment.

"Our aim was to create a garden that would display the best of Australia's atitseip the most beautiful
manner possiblePetersaid.

"We now have one of the largest collections of Grevillea in Australia.”
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In My Garden Anne Bailey, Lilli Pilli

We were hopingo visit Anne's Garden in May and discuss the differences between starting a new gdlaen, to
problemPresident Di hasf dealing with an existingarden.

A n n eduse wds also designed by Geoff Lovie (Geoff and Lesley Vincent), whose garden and house the group
has previously visited.

Beginning a New Garden

So often when we move hoysee inherit someone else's
garden which can mean a mixed bag of luck. lofen we get
to start with a 'clean slate'. Which is what | was lucky enoug
to gain when | moved to Lilli Pilli in December of 2018.

The block has a NNW orientation with a back drop of the
beautiful trees of Hal€reek and three distinct areas, full su
dappled shade and full shade.

My aim was todevelop a native garden in a white, yellow
and mauve colour scheme with a couple of old (exotic)
favourites, and productive areas as well.

The ‘clean slate’, a time of excitement and ylae

trepidation. Just where to start.

| also felt it was important to work with the aolpassive
design of the new house, by developing a waterwise garde

There have however been challenges to overcamethick
clay that after rain became sodden as moisture drained dow®
the block towards the creghndthe wallabiesthat saw a ew
garden as a nice place for an evening snack.

Soil improvement was tackled with fresh soil and gypsum
being used in planting holesnd for some plants sand was
also addedOver time and with the addition othip bark
mulch, the soil improved significantly. Netting plants becamEzis = s = e\,
the only way to ensure protection from the wildlife while  In the beginning, there waxs dmbich. And someont
plants were young. While a couple of plants were not had to supervise !

successful and others required repositioning, the garde e

now thrivedand along with native plants conveniently
appearing naturally,
the gardens are now
becoming quite
full. A range of
plants now fill the
garden, a variety of §
westringia,
hardenbergia,
grevillea, correa
andkangaroo
pawsmix with
Weeping Cinnamon Wattle @Acacia leprosg, Dwarf Lemon lronbark
(Eucalyptus staigerianpandSoft Tree Fern Dicksonia antarctica)as

well as many moreA new garden is a garden of hard work but also one of
delight and learning.

A\

NowMay 2020, ot far into the jouey, a Anne
making significant headway

- R Eucalyptus staigeriands a lignotuberous irorbarked tree which occurs naturally il
=1 e S woodland on the eastern ranges of Cape Yd#ninsula.CopiousEssential oilvith a
’ Sfruity lemon fragrances distilled from the leaves, ands used in perfumes and

L Jaromatherapy. Interestingly, most of the oil produced from this species comes fi
S 2dzK ! YSNRAOF® | 2LSFdzAfte&r ! yySQa Rg
dtrees at Cape York, which often grow to m in height.

"y
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Should we grow more fruit Jan Douglas

It seems to me that when we plan and plant our ornamental or habitat native gardemsen we talk about them

to each other, we focus mostly on the flowers.
If we are interested in bush foods, then fruits as well as $emve flowers become a focus.

But | wonder whether most of us may be missing an opportunity for more colour, interest anevahlstaecause

we don't think enough about fruit.

What do you think? Have yathosen native plants for your garden because of their fruit? Do you see fruit of

native plants as a common feature in other people's native gardens? What are your favourites?

Fruit is a very wide term. If we use it to mean anything that holds seeds, then it includes hard pods like those on

Brachychitons andWattles and many oftie pea plants, and other sdwalding structures lik€asuarinashave

Many have very attractive shapes and subtle colours. It also inBad&sia cones, and cones [sdopogonand
Petrophile.

Then there are the soft fruits, likB@vidson Plums Lilly -pillies andFinger Limes.

Some of the most colourful are therries, and many of these have the advantage of belonging to quite small

plants, so we can fit more of them into our gardens! Below are a few berry photos from oumagardérer fruit
photos taken in various places.

.Eucalyptus preissiang Belt

Casuarina sp Royal NP. Hakea laurina- Pincushion Hakea fruited Mallee Kings Park, WA

Sar o L) N U= ~ 4
Macrozamia communis  Telopea speciosissima Pittosporum revolutum
Burrawang NSW South  NSW Waratah Hairy Pittosporum NSW
Coast Blue Mountains South Coast

rf y / ,‘%—‘ <

Persoonia sfizeebung
Royal National Park
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Recovering from Fire Lyndal Thorburn

Qur7acre block at Surf Beach was burnt by the Mogo f
forested site on a very steep slope fa@agt, looking out to the ocean and immediately east of the Deep Creek
Dam and the Eurobodalla Botanic Gardens. We believe the areas is classified as Southeast Coastal Gully Shrub
Forest by the NSW governmeigt/egetationg. | G S Y | y¢@926,wwiv.8bgsyd.nsw.gov.ayNSW Department of
Environment, Climate Change and Water)

This forest is dominated bdcacia falciformis A. mearnsii(both of which grow to 10m), arducalyptus
muelleriana(which grows © 40m). However, our block also has a f&wrymbia maculataand a lot of

Macrozamia communigBurrawang, which also aligns it with Batemans Bay Cycad Forest.

One edge of our property embraces a small triangle of Mogo State Forest. We had a graghgrandedy

green, mown easement, under which the main piped water supply to Batemans Bay runs. Along the edges of this
easement thA. falciformisar e evi dent but foll ow the Alive fast d
and are therefore something of a hazard in our environBentuelleriang however, is a rougharked Eucalypt

and the trees are very firmly rooted in the ground.N&tee had some wild storms through the area and some of
these trees have been torn apart by the wind, maybe 5 metres up the trunk, but they rarely fall over. A gully starts
our property and the water flowing downhill from there eventually joins therwatese flowing into the ocean at

Surf Beach.

We bought the block in 2008, at the height of the last
drought, and it has been a greercleinfested place

with plenty of rain, and a good assortment of typical
birdsT Eastern Shrikdit, Eastern Yellow Rbin, Grey
Fantail, Rufous Fantail, Kookaburras, Whip Birds and a
range of parrots ever since. We bought it because it
was a wet and green oasis in time of drought, but also
for the view, in part, out to the ocean.

Over the years, the area that was once cleared for a

house site has been reclaimed by the Acacias and the

view has been somewhat obscured. When we build, this

view will be restored, as we are required to clear arou©riginal forestin the gully, 2008

3,000n% of our 30,000 rhof land in lne with current fire safety requirements. Our claim to fame before the fires
was having all six NSW species of gliding possums in the region (not necessarily on our block), and our personal
sighting of a Pacific Baza in 2016his is a migratory, crestedptor which, until then, had not been seen south of
the lllawarra.

We have spent the last ten years (slowly) putting up fences and, more recently, planning to build the house. We
erected two temporary sheds to store some personal belongings, builtinglsand maintenance equipment. At
the time of the fire, we had a power pole, the sheds and their contents and a water tank on the site.

We didndét get to visit our burnt block unti/l t he et
January, when t hopendfi ngds Hi ghway r e

Everything was very dry and crunchy!! Our two sheds

were still upright (barely) but everything inside them

(fridge, mi crowayve, wheel barrow, fencing materi al s¢
had burnt, as had our wooden power pole. We had an

interesting time fossicking amonghketdebris and

trying to work out what the remains represented. The

ground was bare and the winds that were evident during

our drive down that day had swept all the dry leaves off

the burnt trees and they were swirling along the

roadside$ so the area wodlhave burnt again if

another match had been struck. We had to give dead,

leaning Acacias a wide berth.
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