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Next Meeting 
SATURDAY 5th September 2015 

 

Garden Visits 
Narooma Gardens of Margaret & Peter Lynch and Jenny & Peter John 

 

For the first meeting of spring the group will be visiting two gardens in the Narooma area. 

We will meet at 22 Beachview Close (directions below) at 10.30 am.   

Margaret and Peter established a ñnewò garden at their North Narooma home after moving house in 

October 2013. Most of the existing exotic plants and lawn were removed and replaced by Australian 

plants. 

Please bring morning tea and lunch. As usual a chair, walking shoes and hat are advisable to help you 

enjoy the day. Members are encouraged to bring material from their gardens for óshow & tellô. 
 

Directions 22 Beachview Close:  

From the north take the 2
nd

 

turnoff to Dalmeny/Kianga 

left into Dalmeny Drive from 

the Princes Highway, just 

past the ñ50 signò. Travel 

down the hill to the 2
nd

 

turnoff right into Warbler 

Crescent. After turning into 

Warbler Crescent Beachview 

Close is almost immediately 

right again. Number 22 is at 

the top of the cul-de-sac on 

the left.  

From the south take the 

same turnoff right into 

Dalmeny Drive just past the 

Ecomotel. From there follow 

the directions above. 

See Map 
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Acacia covenyi, a hardy small tree 

which tolerates dry conditions 

 

 

After morning tea and time spent viewing the Lynch garden we will travel south of Narooma to Jenny 

and Peterôs delightful property at Punkalla.  

There we will have lunch and explore their extensive established garden. Directions below 

We will all leave from Margaretôs garden about 12 noon, and plan to arrive at Pete and Jennyôs 

garden around 12.30 for lunch. 

Presidents Message  

The days are getting longer 

and the wattles (Acacia 

species) are flowering, spring 

is on the way! To me wattle 

has always been the harbinger 

of spring, the yellow flowers 

giving some cheer at the end 

of winter and promising 

warmer days ahead. Wattles 

comprise an adaptable and 

diverse group ranging from prostrate and low-

growing species to large shrubs and trees. Often 

maligned and undervalued wattles can make 

excellent garden plants as ground covers, fast 

growing screens or shade trees. Most respond to 

pruning after flowering and if carried out regularly 

this can extend the life of the plant. As a bonus 

wattles being legumes will add nitrogen to your 

soil and are easy to propagate from seed. So letôs  

sing the praises of wattle our national floral emblem.  

Get rid of the winter blues and bring some sunshine into your garden, plant a cheerful wattle!      Margaret Lynch  
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Committee n ews 
Future activities 

October 10th  AGM and meeting at óThubbulô, the home of Architect and author Phillip Cox 

Note the earlier AGM date, as the committee had planned a distant excursion which has not eventuated but we 

cannot pass on the chance to spend time at óThubbulô Thanks to Michele Pymble and Christina Kennedy for arranging 

this. Apologies that in the July newsletter I cut and pasted the incorrect date.  

 

Yes it is that time again, time to consider putting up your hand to help the 

Group prosper. The Annual General Meeting is just a month away and 

members need to consider just what they expect of the Group, and how 

they can help the Group achieve good outcomes for the benefit of all 

members. The current committee is well organised and keen, but there is 

always a need for more help. Why not put up your hand. You might just 

have the ideas and enthusiasm needed. A call to President Margaret will 

confirm that all members have something to offer. Being a part of the 

committee is an opportunity to show that you care about APS, and are keen to 

share your love of Australian Plants. 

Nominations for all committee positions are now called for. Secretary Michele will be pleased to 

receive nominations from any member interested in assisting the group. Please consider how you 

could help to keep the group vibrant. See contact details on last page of this newsletter. 

November 7
th

  A day out in Brogo, visiting the property of  Graham and Denise Krake. 

December 5
th

  Picnic at Eurobodalla Regional Botanic Gardens 

Your committee meets next on 16
th

 September 

If you have any issues or ideas, any of the committee would appreciate your input. 

 

Wattle day 1 st  September  
 

The Wattle Day movement began in Hobart in 1838, 

and was subsequently promoted by the Wattle Day 

League, being  first celebrated in 1910 as a 

demonstration of national pride.  

Golden Wattle, Acacia pycnantha was chosen as an 

official emblem, and included in the Australian Coat 

of Arms in 1913. Wattle Day was promoted and 

celebrated until 1936, when Arbor Day became 

more prominent. 

 

APS New England member Maria Hitchcock, 

dubbed the óWattle Ladyô by Australia All Over host 

Ian MacNamara, campaigned for many years to 

have Acacia pycnantha gazetted as the National 

Emblem, and to have National Wattle Day again  

recognised.  

Interestingly it was not officially recognised until the bicentenary year, 1988. 

 

Acacia pycnantha colour palette of green and gold was selected as representing the óColours of Australiaô and now is 

featured on official uniforms of many national sporting teams. The epithet pycnantha derives from the Greek pycnos, 

meaning thick or crowded, and anthos, a flower, referring to the closely packed flowers in the inflorescence. 

 

This is an easily grown quick growing small tree, reaching 5m or more. Flowers are produced quickly, often in the 

second year from sowing seed, as my plant, shown above, has done. A. pycnantha grows best in well drained soils, in 

full sun or light shade, and can be pruned to shape provided it is done soon after flowering.   John Knight 



Australian Plant Society South East NSW                                  Newsletter 110 August 2015  Page 4 
 

Woollsia pungens: sweet smelling but spiky Jenny Liney  
 

 

William Woolls (born 1814) was the nineteenth child (goodness me!!) of an English wholesaler, Edward Woolls, and 

his wife Sarah.  William was educated in England as a classical student, migrating to Australia when sixteen years old.  

He taught in a number of schools, eventually setting up his own at Parramatta.  Much admired as a teacher, for twenty 

five years he educated many of the sons of prominent colonists.   

 

He developed a keen interest in colonial natural history, which resulted in a study of local plant species and óvegetable 

resourcesô.  His papers appeared in numerous publications; these contributions led to him being awarded a PhD and a 

fellowship of the Linnean Society in London. 

 

Woolls was best known for his promotion of Australian flora and his assistance to others, rather than for detailed 

botanic study of individual plant species.   

He corresponded with other botanists, writing over a thousand letters to Ferdinand Mueller of the Royal Melbourne 

Botanic Gardens, and he was acknowledged by the British botanists Robert Brown and George Bentham.   

Joseph Maiden, NSW Government Botanist, noted that óonly his friends and pupilséhad any idea either of the depth 

of his knowledge or the readiness with which he communicated it to enquirersô. 

 

He is commemorated in the monotypic genus Woollsia and in the specific names of six plant species. 

 

Which leads us neatly to Woollsia pungens.   

pungens, of course, is named for the spiky, stiff leaves; not for the sharp smell. 

 

The Type specimen of Woollsia pungens was collected in 1797 in Novae Hollandia prope oppidum, which, according 

to Mr Google, means, in óNew Holland, near the townô (presumably the town of Sydney).   

 

A Senor Antonio Jose Cavanilles, a leading Spanish botanist of the 18
th
 century, named the species Epacris pungens.  

Numerous generic names followed, the most important of which are Lysinema ï Robert Brown 1810, and then 

Woollsia ï Ferdinand Mueller in 1875, after the gentleman described above.  And so today this gives us Woollsia 

pungens (Cav.) F. Muell. 

 

Woollsia pungens is sometimes called Snow Wreath, I 

suppose in reference to the appearance of the massed 

white flowers.   

It blooms in late winter and spring, and the flowers are 

nearly always white, although pink forms do occur. (A 

particularly dark pink form grows on Point 

Perpendicular near Jervis Bay)  

 

It is claimed that the perfume is one of the most 

beautiful of any Australian plant ï naturally, this  

opinion is open to argument.   

 

It formerly belonged to the family Epacridaceae,  

but has recently been lumped into the cosmopolitan 

 Ericaceae, in the subfamily Styphelioideae.  

 

For those who are not familiar with this species, it is 

an erect open shrub usually less than 2m high.  The 

roundish leaves are sharply pointed and crowded on 

the stems, horizontal to downward pointing, and the 

tubular flowers have spreading and slightly wrinkled 

petals.  The flowers grow from the leaf axils, covering 

the uppermost parts of the branches in a dramatic 

display.   
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Close up of the flowers of  

Woollsia pungens,  

showing the distinctive wrinkled petals 

W. pungens is a common and widespread component of dry 

eucalypt forest and heath on sandstone and coastal dunes 

throughout eastern Australia.   

Even though it often a scrappy looking shrub it is an important 

winter time component of these communities because of its high 

nectar production, safe nesting sites and a refuge from predators. 

 

While looking for information on W. pungens, I came across an 

interesting paper that reported a study of the óGermination, 

Establishment and Mycorrhizal Synthesis in the Epacrid 

Woollsia pungensô.   

 

While this title sounds formidable, all it really means is that the 

researchers wanted to find out whether inoculation of boxed 

seedling plants with underground fungus isolated from plants in 

the wild would benefit plant growth.  And it did.   

 

Mycorrhizal (i.e. underground fungus species that assist plants in 

the uptake of nutrients) relationships in Ericaceae ï particularly 

Northern Hemisphere species - are known to promote nitrogen 

and phosphorus uptake from soil, and are fundamental to plant 

establishment and survival.  However, Australian heath 

environments, though nutrient poor, are diverse and quite 

different from the typical wet heaths of the Northern 

Hemisphere.  So there is a need to clarify the function of epacrid 

mycorrhizal relationships in Australian species. 

 

Two boxes of W. pungens seedlings were studied. The first 

box was inoculated with a mycorrhiza-forming fungus that 

had been isolated from W. pungens in the wild, while the 

second box,     acting as a control, was not inoculated. It was 

found that the plants in the box that had been inoculated 

developed mycorrhizas and were more vigorous in growth 

than those that had not been inoculated.   

 

Woollsia pungens was chosen for the study because it is an interesting component of Australian heathlands, and, 

furthermore, the species has horticultural potential.  But the biology of their mycorrhizas is poorly understood.  The 

study went some way in increasing knowledge of these plant functions and relationships, and has important 

implications for the economic production of this species for the nursery trade. 

 

REFERENCES 

Ashford, Anne E. & Palmer, John H.  Germination, Establishment and Mycorrhizal Synthesis in the Epacrid Woollsia 

pungens.  Final report to the Australian Flora Foundation, May 2007 

Australian Native Plants Society: http://anpsa.org.au/w-pun.html 

Wikipedia, the free encyclopedia 

Woolls, William (1814-1893).  K.J.Cable, Australian Dictionary of Biography,  

MUP, vol.6, 1976 

 

 

Eucalyptus tricarpa  Three fruited Red Ironbark  
 

The road was littered with distinctly pink blossom, the result no doubt 

of frenetic feeding by Rainbow Lorikeets. So prominent was the 

colour of  the fallen flowers that I had to stop and investigate.  Nearly 

all Eucalypts occurring on the south coast are white or cream flowered, 

as is Eucalyptus tricarpa which is often a cream flowered tree, found in 

coastal forests of south east NSW and East Gippsland, and also north and 

west of Melbourne, in dry forests and woodland.   

http://anpsa.org.au/w-pun.html
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It was previously included with E. sideroxylon, but raised to species status when Lawrie Johnson and his colleague 

Ken Hill completed their monumental work on the Eucalypts. Due to its preference for dry, poor quality soils,  

E. tricarpa is usually a medium sized tree of about 10m., with gnarled branching. As a garden plant it responds to 

kindness, providing the drainage is good, and can get quite large. If the birds had not been such messy feeders, I might 

not have come across this fine specimen. 

 

 

My Garde n    ééééé.Jo Benyon  

Iôve had gardens of various sizes, two normal quarter acre suburban 

blocks, one in Adelaide in my pre-native days, the other in 

Canberra;  a 15 acre bush block out from Milton, a small suburban 

block in Long Beach;   and finally a tiny garden at my retirement 

villa in Batehaven which I moved into 2 years ago. 

 

 

The present yard is more pebble concrete than soil, so I have gone 

ópottyô, but also had a couple of built up beds constructed.  These 

give very good drainage, so things grew like mad and more 

vigorous things like Scaevola have smothered some little things like 

Crowea, Tetratheca and brown Boronia. 

 

Some of the pots came with me from Long Beach, one being a pot 

of Flannel Flowers, Actinotus helianthii.  They must be the oldest 

Flannel flowers in captivity, at least 10 years old, canôt remember 

exactly when I planted them, but it is after 2002 which is when we 

moved to Long Beach.   

 

 

 

 

The trouble with flannel flowers is that their lower leaves die off 

every year and the plants look untidy.  I pull the dead leaves off, 

leaving bare stems, and these are now almost a metre long, with 

bunches of healthy leaves at the top.   

 

Also in the same pot are 3 seedling plants from last year, and a crop 

of recently germinated seedlings.  So those large old plants are 

going to be cut back soon, I might let them flower one more time.  

It will be interesting to see if they shoot from below the cut, I canôt 

pull them out completely as that would disturb all the seedlings. 

 

There is one area of soil, about 4m x 2m, and right in the middle of 

it is an orange tree, planted by the previous occupant.  Why would 

you want to plant an orange tree in such a small garden when our 

Aussie growers are crying out for people to buy their oranges and 

they are so cheap to buy, and this tree is not even a nice navel 

orange.  If there had to be a citrus tree, I would have preferred a 

lemon or lime.  Iôm pretty sure that tree is going to suffer a nasty 

accident soon.  If anyone wants to come and dig it upééééé.! 

 

I even use pots on the soil area, it saves bending down so low.  I get large plastic pots and cut the bottoms off them, so 

the plants can get their roots down into the soil if they want to.  Of course then they canôt be moved, but neither can 

plants in the soil.  I find the large pots do not need watering too often really, I put mulch on top of the soil.  My next 

door neighbour is a keen gardener too, and is happy to water my pots when I am away. 

 

Thatôs enough about my garden, visitors are very welcome! 
 

Jo, showing off her  

Chamelaucium uncinatum 


