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Telopea speciosissima at Sylvan Grove Native Garden in 2015 (photo Rhonda Daniels)
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Welcome to the enewsletter
Whether you're in WA for the national conference or enjoying the flowers at home, there's
plenty to see and do in spring. More on NSW hosting the 2021 conference plus our video
next issue. If you prefer a different enewsletter format, it is also available as a pdf here.
Please send any articles, story ideas or photos (small file size) to the editor, Rhonda
Daniels, at enewsletter@austplants.com.au
_______________________

From the President John Aitken
It was with great sadness that I learnt of Warren Sheather's death. Warren, a Life member
of APS NSW, was a wonderful man with a great passion for Australian native plants who
readily shared his knowledge and enthusiasm with others. He was a prolific writer and
photographer who provided many excellent articles to Native Plants for NSW over many
years and the APS NSW website also contains many of his articles and photographs.
Warren will be sadly missed and our sympathies to wife Gloria and family.
I was also saddened by the death of Diana Snape, founder of the ANPSA Garden Design
Study Group and its leader for many years. Many of us have benefitted from her
experience and knowledge in garden design with native plants.
I am travelling, with many NSW members, to the ANPSA Biennial Conference in Albany.
I'll report next month. I am looking forward to seeing members at our final gathering for the
year hosted by Northern Beaches Group at Warriewood on Saturday 16 November.
Details below.
_______________________

Remembering Warren Sheather
Life members Warren Sheather and wife Gloria
were "Australian plants" in northern NSW for 40
years, increasing awareness and knowledge of
Australian plants in many ways. Warren wrote
for local media, gave many talks to community
groups, hosted groups at his garden Yallaroo,
maintained a website about his garden for 25
years and contributed many plant profiles to the
APS NSW online database.
Read more here.
_______________________

Professor Kingsley Dixon on smoke
At the ANPSA Biennial Conference, Professor
Kingsley Dixon, of Curtin University, is receiving
the Australian Plants Award for his research
over many years. He explains his work on
smoke in an article "The phoenix factor: what
home gardeners can learn from nature's rebirth
after fire" for The Conversation. Find out why
the key smoke chemical is named karrikinolide.
Read his article here and about the ANPSA

awards here.
_______________________

Quarterly gathering – Saturday 16 November 2019
Enjoy a talk by Liz Benson on My life with the Wollemi Pine at our final APS NSW event of
the year hosted by Northern Beaches Group at:
Angophora Room, Nelson Heather Community Centre
5 Jacksons Rd, Warriewood
10 am Meet at the Community Centre for tea and coffee. Please bring your own plate and
cup.
10.30 am Meet in the car park of the Community Centre for a choice of two guided walks
through the Warriewood Wetlands.

Warriewood Wetlands is the largest remaining sandplain wetland in the northern Sydney
area. It provides a variety of habitats for native animals and also plays a vital role in flood
mitigation, nutrient recycling and filtering sediments. The wetlands contain several
Endangered Ecological Communities.
12–1 pm Bring your own lunch to enjoy at the Community Centre. Tea and coffee
available.
12 noon Plants for sale from 12 noon.
1–3 pm Guest speaker Liz Benson on My Life with the Wollemi Pine
Liz Benson will trace the discovery of the
Wollemi Pine and discuss current and fossil
relatives. She will also explain causes of
Australia's past and present forest types. In her
role as an Education Officer with the Royal
Botanic Gardens, Liz talked about the Wollemi
Pine all the time including as part of the syllabus
on the evolution of the Australian biota,
prompted by the interest in our Gondwanan
history after the discovery of the Wollemi Pine in
1994.
Cost $5. Print a one page flyer here.
_______________________

Activities
October Walks and Talks at Ku-ring-gai Wildflower Garden

The summer term of North Shore Group's
Monday Walks and Talks at Ku-ring-gai
Wildflower Garden, 420 Mona Vale Road, St
Ives starts on 14 October. Meet 9.45 am at
Caley's Pavilion for 10 am to 12.30 pm. Wear
suitable shoes and hat, and bring water. Cost
$5 (includes notes). More information here.
Monday 14 October – Other families
Monday 21 October – Walk only
Monday 28 October – Leptospermum and
Baeckea

More activities
With the start of daylight saving on Sunday 6 October, there's even more time to enjoy
native bush and gardens. Many District Group events are on our website here.
12–13 October – Open day and plant sales at Brian Roach's Westleigh nursery.
Free entry. Details here.
Monday 14 October – Rod Bray from APS Macarthur Group is speaking about
natives at the monthly garden workshop at Bunnings at Gregory Hills from 10 am.
He'd love to see fellow APS members.
7–9 November – Symposium on the Blue Mountains by the Linnean Society of
NSW. Details of field day, scientific sessions and public lectures here.
Joseph Banks Native Plants Reserve at Manooka Place, Kareela is open until 7
pm, seven days a week, during daylight saving. Enjoy a stroll, picnic or electric
BBQ. The reserve featured recently on Channel 7's Better Homes and Gardens in a
story by Graham Ross on wattles. See the video here.
Sylvan Grove Native Garden at Picnic Point is open on weekends throughout
spring until the end of November, as well as weekdays as usual. Details here.
_______________________

Before and after: creating a native garden in a public space
Who doesn't enjoy a before and after garden
story? Central Coast Group had a well-planned
one-day working bee to create a native garden
at the entrance to their meeting place Phillip
House at Kariong. There's great diversity of
species in a small space.
See how they did it, with photos here.
_______________________

Waratahs
October is the month to look out for
waratahs, but they can be hard to grow in
the garden and rare to spot in the bush.
The Waratah and Flannel Flower Study
Group led by Maria Hitchcock aims to share
information on waratahs and the many
cultivars in its newsletters and website.
Read more here. The ANPSA website also

Read more here. The ANPSA website also
has information here.
Read "Waratah is an icon of the Aussie
bush (and very nearly our national
emblem)" by Jacob Krauss of UNSW for
The Conversation here.
_______________________

Conservation: Saving our Species guidelines
The Saving our Species program has developed draft hygiene
guidelines to reduce the risk of introducing pathogens and
invasive plants to areas of NSW containing susceptible
threatened species, threatened ecological communities and
areas of outstanding biodiversity value. The aim is to provide a
practical and cost-effective approach to hygiene management.
Please send feedback on the draft guidelines, including
comments on practicality, rigour and ease-of-use of the
document and the protocols to
timothy.sutton@environment.nsw.gov.au by Friday 18 October.
_______________________

Study Group news
Find out more about our 18 Study Groups, their newsletter archives and how to join a
group here so you can read the most recent newsletters which are summarised by
our Study Group coordinator Nicole Maher.

Australian Plants for Containers Study Group, No. 34, September 2019
This is the first newsletter of the recently reactivated Study Group. Container plants are
useful not just for those living in apartments or areas with limited growing space, but also
for growing plants which aren’t suited to local soils or climate, for providing easily
changeable flowering displays, for indoor or outdoor decoration or for propagation. The
relative merits of plastic, ceramic, terracotta/clay, metal and wooden pots are discussed.
Group Leaders Ros and Ben Walcott also provide tips on soil mix, mulch, watering,
flowering and pruning. Read more here.

Acacia Study Group, No. 145, September 2019
Acacia Study Group member Eric Anderson was recently awarded membership of the
Order of Australia, in recognition of his service to conservation and the environment.
There are several responses to a previous article about the weedy nature of certain
Acacia species, with reactions conveying both support for the need to better understand
the potential for weediness, and also the fear that discouraging the use of these species
will see the planting of more exotic trees.

Hakea Study Group, No. 71, October 2019
The drought across much of Australia has had a
noticeable impact on our native flora, with many
losses reported of hakeas in both the wild and
gardens. Some members in Gilgandra have built
small ponds around each hakea plant in their
garden, which they fill up once a month to provide
a good soaking. An admirable but no doubt time-

consuming solution!
Group Leader Paul Kennedy provides the helpful
tip when picking seed capsules of choosing older
capsules, as the seed in younger capsules may not be mature. This is important in
species with large seed capsules, which may take up to two years to mature. The onset
of warmer weather is a good time to take advantage of the well-stocked seed bank,
although it may be necessary to hold off propagation until the dry conditions ease.

Eremophila Study Group, No. 124, September 2019
The feature species is the Western Australian Eremophila drummondii, a low shrub
tolerant of drought and frost, and suited to a variety of soils. Group Leader Lyndal
Thorburn reports on her experiment comparing soaking and smoking pre-treatments for
fruit of Eremophila maculata, with smoking resulting in higher rates of germination.
Smoking was done by putting a pile of leaves and sticks on the griller of a Weber BBQ,
then placing the fruits in unlidded plastic takeaway containers high up on the warming
rack (away from the flames).
A draft cultivar registration policy is provided for
comment to set guidelines around naming
cultivars while still making it easy for members to
find and register cultivars. There are details on
the Study Group field trip to Queensland in 2020,
along with a guide to eremophilas in western
NSW. The website image gallery is nearing
completion, with a fantastic collection of photos to
help identification here. Photo: Eremophila
magnifica.
_______________________

New on the APS NSW website
Our website has our membership benefits, how to join, District Group details and events,
office-bearers and many resources including our Plant Profile database. Recent articles
include:
Birds and bugs in my backyard by Ralph Cartwright
Supporting research projects at the Australian Flora Foundation by Paddy Lightfoot
A Southern Highlands bush excursion with Blue Mountains Group by Harry Loots.

Photo finish

_______________________

Homoranthus prolixus – the golden flowers are even more spectacular in real life (photo Brian Roach)
Photos: Central Coast Group, Coastal Plants of the RNP CD, Eremophila Study Group, Harry Loots,
North Shore Group, Northern Beaches Council, Brian Roach, Waratah and Flannel Flower Study Group.
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