Native Plants
for New South Wales

Journal of the Australian Plants Society NSW Ltd Vol 46 No 1 January 2011




Native Plants for NSW

Published quarterly in January, April, July and
October by the Australian Plants Society
NSW Ltd. ACN 002 680 408

Editor: John Aitken
Proof Reading: Pam Pitkeathly
Rhonda Daniels

Layout: Lachlan McLaine

The Journal is a forum for the exchange

of views of members and others and their
experiences of propagating, conserving and
gardening with Australian plants.

Contributions are warmly welcomed. They
may be typed or hand written and accompanied
by photographs and drawings. If handwritten,
please print botanical names and names of
people.

Photographs may be submitted as either high
resolution digital files, such as Jpg, or prints.

APS NSW Office
Mail: PO Box 5026
Old Toongabbie NSW 2146
Phone: (02) 9631 4085
Fax: (02) 9631 4293
Email: ednp@austplants-nsw.org.au or
ausplants@gmail.com

Deadline for April 2011 issue is
27 February 2010

All original text may be reprinted, unless
otherwise indicated, provided the source is
acknowledged. Permission to reprint non-
original material, all drawings and images must
be obtained from the copyright holder.

Opinions expressed in this publication are
those of the authors and may not necessarily
represent the official policy of the Australian
Plants Society NSW Ltd.

Number of Copies: 1600

Printed: Elect Printing, Fyshwick ACT.

Print Post Approved: PP 2265253/00018

© 2011 ISSN 1323 — 7314

e 2 — Native Plants January 2011

Contents

Introduction.......ccoovveeveeieiiieii 3

Objects of APS NSW .....coeeeeiiinnnes 3
APS NSW Region meeting report ... 4
November 2010

APS NSW Region meeting.............. 5
February 2011

2010 APS NSW get-together........... 7
report

2011 APS NSW get-together-......... 11
update

The Keith Moore Habitat Garden... 12
Nowra

District Group roundups................. 18
Nominations for APS NSW
= conservation award ................. 22
= life membership.......c.....c.co... 23
Australian natives that | grow ........ 24
- a few words
District Group directory.................. 25
Membership form.............ccccceeee. 26
District Group directory cont.......... 28
Sheather: bits and pieces.............. 29
Book review Forest Bountiful......... 31

The Valette Williams scholarship... 32
2011

APS NSW council jottings ............. 33

Study Group notes.......cccceeeeeeenennn. 36

Study Group directory........ccc......... 39

Advertisement............oooociiiieenn. 41
Fangorn Nursery, Armidale

Seed bank details.........cccccceeoo. 42

New members ........cccccceeeveeveeennnnn. 43

Raffle winners, ........ccooovvvveeeiiinnen, 44
Gardening Australia Expo

District Group diary........c.cccvvveen.... 45

ANPSA biennial conference and ... 49
Seminar, 2011

Membership discounts................... 50

APS NSW contacts,........ccccceevuneeene 51
committees and services

Front and back covers:

Banksia oblonga ‘aqua’ growing in the
Netherlands

Photo Liesbeth Uijtewaal



Introduction

John Aitken

| am sorry for the delay in Native Plants for NSW. Unfortunately family
concerns prevented me from completing this issue for January.

This issue is larger than normal due to the large number of announce-
ments that need to be conveyed to members including:

= nominations for APS NSW life membership and conservation award.
= 2010 APS NSW get-together report

= plans for the 2011 APS NSW get-together

» 2011 Valette Williams scholarship

= 2011 ANPSA biennial conference and seminar to be held in Adelaide.
| have included a section devoted to District Group roundups. Many
Groups have had notable events since the October issue of Native
Plants for NSW, which | feel are important to share with fellow members.

| hope that you will share in the same sense of achievement for these
Groups that | experienced when | read them.

| hope that, after reading Keith Naylor’s article on pages 12 to 17, you
will be encouraged to visit the Keith Moore Habitat Gardens when you
next pass through Huskinson.

It is also nice to have contributions by Warren and Gloria Sheather and
Jeff Howes. | am always impressed by their knowledge and enthusiasm,
which they readily share with others.

Objects of APS NSW

To foster and promote appreciation, study and participation in
growing and propagating Australian native plants.

» To foster support and promote the preservation and conservation
of Australian native plants.

» To encourage the use of Australian native plants in home gardens
and public places.

* To improve Australian native plants as garden subjects.

* To interest people in the nursery industy in propagating and
supplying Australian native plants to the public.

* Toincrease and disseminate general knowledge of Australian
native plants.
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APS NSW Region meeting report

19 November 2010

Thanks to Rhonda Daniels, Sutherland Group, for the informative summary of
Angus Stewart’s excellent presentation at the Ermington meeting.

Our November speaker, Gardening Australia’s Angus Stewart,
explained new opportunities for gardeners in Australia and the world
created by the benefits of genetic improvements to plants through
selective breeding.For instance, there is enormous genetic variability
in the popular Corymbia ficifolia from Western Australia when raised
from seed. The flower colours include pink and purple, apricot, orange
and reds from fire engine to Father Christmas and even two-toned
watermelon. In the wild, the growth habit varies from tree to dwarf. The
species does not reach its full potential in Sydney.

Genetics can help. Angus discussed the process of selecting seedlings
from the wild, either due to their interesting colour or growth habit or
other features such as buds. While the flowers are spectacular, the
Corymbia buds last longer than the flowers. Grafting has improved
recently, with ‘mummy’ grafts preferred. Corymbia maculata is used as
root stock, but other species are also successful. Hybrids may be more
adaptable to humid climates.

The type of work that has focused on developing more reliable and
interesting forms of Corymbia ficilfolia for gardeners has also occurred
for many other Australian plants such as xerochrysums and scaevolas,
grevilleas, waratahs and correas. Angus has done much work on
improving kangaroo paws for the garden. He notes it is important to
create sterile hybrids to minimise the environmental risk of garden
escapees.

Angus introduced his new book Creating an Australian Garden, which
features much of this work, with 450 of the best cultivars described in
detail. Before he gets to the plants, Angus discusses planning a garden,
including different garden styles, building the garden and choosing
plants focusing on 15 popular groups. There are also nine Australian
native gardens featured, a mix of private gardens and botanic gardens.
The book is lavishly illustrated with bright, colourful photos on every
double-page spread. Angus happily autographed books for individuals
and for Group libraries. Suitable for both beginners and enthusiasts,
there’s bound to be a few under Christmas trees this year.
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From left to right: Graeme Ingall, President APS NSW, Angus Stewart, Harry Loots and Roger
Starling at the book launch of Angus’s book, Creating an Australian Garden on Wednesday,
10 November 2010. Photo: Autumn Mooney Photography.

APS NSW Region meetlng, Ermlngton
Friday, 18 February 2011 8pm

Ermington Community Centre
10 River Rd, Ermington

Members and their friends are
encouraged to attend.

Our guest speaker for our first
Region meeting in 2011 will be
Dr Tim Entwisle, Director of the
Botanic Gardens Trust in Sydney.
Tim is responsible for the Royal Botanic Gardens, the Domain, Mount
Tomah Botanic Garden and Mount Annan Botanic Garden. He is a very
entertaining speaker and is a regular contributor to the ABC Sydney
radio and a frequent guest on many other Sydney media. In addition, he
writes for a variety of science, nature and garden magazines.

Dr Tim Entwisle Photo: Jaime Plaza

Tim will discuss the appropriateness of the four seasons, which have
been imported from the Northern Hemisphere, as currently applied in
Australia. He has been quoted that “anyone who has lived on this land
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for more than a few hundred years has realised that those four seasons
don’t make sense” (Sydney Moring Herald, Nicky Phillips, Science,
August 21, 2010). Tim has suggested that Australia adopt up to five
seasons, which reflect changes in the local environment, particularly
the plant world. This should prove to be an interesting and controversial
talk, which should generate some interesting discussion.

Don’t miss out on this one — mark it in your diary.
Please bring plant specimens for the specimen table.
Supper will be provided at the end of the meeting.

This is a wonderful opportunity, not only to hear a well renowned
speaker, but also to meet members from other Groups.

What to do with a captured Dendrobium Beetle? Think, think, think --
result is one happy spider. Comment and photo Jeff Howes.

Editor’'s comment: A good example of recycling and a fitting fate for a
beetle whose sole purpose seems to be to destroy Dendrobium leaves,
both young and old.
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2010 APS NSW Region get-together

Ralph Cartwright, Sutherland Group
Photos: Author, unless stated otherwise.

The joint committee of Margaret Olde, Pam Pitkeathly from Menai group
along with Aileen Phipps, Leonie Hogue and Ralph Cartwright from the
Sutherland Group, organised some fine weather for the Regional Get-
together in early September.

The Sutherland Shire has many world famous beauty spots including
the Royal National Park, but the committee chose some lovely local
areas that visitors would not usually see.

A good showing of 98 APS members turned up bright and early on
Saturday morning to start the day at the Joseph Banks Native Plants
Reserve at Kareela, which was looking good with many plants in flower.
Our guests fortified themselves with tea and cake before exploring the
2.2 hectare reserve.

The second area visited was the old Jannali Reserve, now re-named as
Burnum Burnum Reserve. Some of our guests had a little trouble with
directions, however all made it in the end and enjoyed a pleasant walk
along a sandstone ridge overlooking the Woronora River in the valley
below. The North Shore group reported in their newsletter that “Our
Menai and Sutherland Group hosts, had cunningly posted guides at the
spots where we might begin to feel lost. They had prepared a checklist
of 27 species we should find in addition to Philotheca myoporoides and

— »

Some members

* enjoying a guided
tour in the Joseph
Banks Reserve
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P. scabra (“plant of the day”)”. These were in full flower at both Joseph
Banks and the reserve and were seen in great profusion.

Some of the flora in Burnum Burnum Reserve

Being at least an hour or two since we had been fed and watered, it
was time to descend to the valley below for lunch. The boathouse was
full to bursting, but was a delightful spot and many new friends were
made as guests from different groups ate a fresh lunch together and
chatted in the warm sunshine or just watched the ducks on the river.
Some brave souls even hired canoes to check out the mangroves and
birdlife upstream.

It was hard to lever some people away, but two fabulous gardens
awaited. Jayne Rixon and Graeme Davies were our kind hosts and
allowed the hordes to trample all over their lovingly tended, award
winning gardens, which were both very different.

Jayne’s garden is built on a very steep bush block and at the back,
meandering paths lead one to a delightful gazebo in the top of the garden
to look down through mature trees over her neighbours’ backyards.
There were many curios scattered among the plants, which her children
delighted in pointing out. There was also a very good display in the front
garden, including a lovely gum, E. caesia.
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E. caesia Jane Rixon’s garden A feast for sore eyes, Thelychiton speciosus,
formerly Dendrobium speciosum, in Graeme
Davies garden.

The Davies’ garden was also a small suburban garden, but crammed
with plants, many of them unusual, as well as a bush house jammed
with orchids and a large display in full flower outside. | think every visitor
took photos of the massed display.

Finally, it was off to the lllawong Fire Station, which is tended by members
of the Menai group who also planted it out. Here there were yet more
home made cakes and tea, more people to chat to on the lawns and
a large selection of plants to buy. Some of the more memorable plants
spotted around the grounds were Grevillea petrophiloides, Melaleuca
nematophylla, Eremophila nivea and Hakea francisciana in the front
garden and Banksia praemorsa, Eucalyptus macrocarpa and caesia in
the rear gardens, along with a hive of native (stingless) bees.

A few people called to say they were too tired to continue, but 22 hardy
souls dragged themselves down to Cronulla where we had a nice Thai
banquet in a private room upstairs.

Two very important
things to APS
members — buying
plants and eating.
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Photo: www.cronullacruises.com

Quite a number of our visitors, having made the effort to come into
Sydney from all over the state, joined an eco cruise on Port Hacking
on the Sunday. We had a full boat with 29 members and again, in the
words of Margery Street from the North Shore group:

“Sunday’s Eco Cruise was enriched by the commentary of Les Bursill, an
expert in Aboriginal cave art, Aboriginal plant use, and the pre-European
history of Port Hacking, its arms and its rivers. Cabbage tree palms
growing on the slopes near a water source was an indication of Aboriginal
occupation of an area. The palms and bottlebrush may have been used
more for fabricating baskets or net bags than for food. Middens, always
an indication of fresh water nearby, are easily identified by the absence
of trees and their propensity towards a variety of short grasses that are
lush and green in wet, warm weather but that quickly brown off at the
height of summer. Seen from the water middens have the appearance of
being freshly mown ... The short grasses on the middens may have been
an attractant for browsing animals in the past, presently they attract the
Red Deer that are a European introduction to the region.”

As an alternative activity on the Sunday, for those unable to go on the
cruise because it had sold out, some members elected to accompany
the well-known author Alan Fairley on a Spring Walk in Oatley Park.
As with the other locations seen the previous day, the park was full of
spring colour, which, combined with Alan’s broad knowledge of the local
flora, inspired people to take a closer look at the available plant species
which they could add to their gardens.

Our local members and regional guests commented on the vast array
of different plant species, which grew in the park. Jason Cockayne
also managed to show off the Lime Kiln Bay wetlands and explained
about the maintenance of the constructed ponds. People were amazed
at the amount of sediment which had been removed as part of the
management plan and pondered on the ways in which this sediment
could be used.
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2011 APS NSW Region get-together

Burrendong Arboretum, Mumbil (Wellington) NSW
Saturday 27 and Sunday 28 August 2011
Co-hosted by Burrendong Arboretum and Central West APS

Burrendong Arboretum and
Central West APS Group are
jointly hosting this year’s event.
The Arboretum will be at its
best in early spring so come
and join us in an exciting and
varied program over two days,
with some interesting options
afterwards.

As accommodation could be limited, it is important to book yourself
in as soon as possible. Visit Wellington’s Visitor Information Centre at
www.visitwellington.com.au or telephone them on 1800 621 614.

What'’s on includes:
= |ots of activities, talks and tours of the Arboretum.
= dinner and tours at the Wellington Caves on Saturday evening.

= optional Ranger Walk on Mt Arthur on Sunday afternoon following
the farewell lunch.

= optional ‘Wildflowers of the Pilliga Sandstone’ Tagalong Tour on the
Monday and Tuesday.

A full program and costs will be published in the next issue of Native
Plants for NSW and also loaded onto Burrendong’s webpage at:
www.burrendongarboretum.org in early 2011.

To register for any/all of the above, visit www.burrendongarboretum.org
where you can download the registration form. For further information
contact Mike Augee, fossil@well.com.net.au or telephone 02 6845 4294.

A BURRENDONG

Botanic Garden & Arboretum
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The Keith Moore Habitat Garden,
Huskinson

Keith Naylor, Nowra District Group
Photos: The author, unless otherwise indicated.

The Keith Moore Habitat Garden is located at the Lady Denman Heritage
Complex, Huskisson, south coast New South Wales, on the shores of
Jervis Bay. The Complex covers 10 hectares and houses a museum
with significant maritime history and a vast outdoor recreation space
including a boardwalk, fish-feeding harbour and historic buildings. The
Lady Denman, a wooden Inner Sydney Harbour ferry built in Huskisson
in 1911 and retired in 1979, was returned home in 1980 and now rests
in a purpose-built building.

The Keith Moore Habitat was named after one of the Lady Denman
Heritage Complex founders, the late Keith Moore, a keen gardener
whose bequest helped fund the establishment of the garden. As a local
horticulturalist and landscape designer, | had the privilege of designing
and constructing the garden with the assistance of machinery and Lady
Denman volunteers. After eight hectic weeks of labouring, the garden
was officially opened on 18 November 2006.

The overallaim of the garden’s design was to develop an Australian native
plant garden that displays the local natural environment, incorporating
local native (indigenous) plants, which could be used for educational
purposes. The garden was to be accessible to the public, especially the
disabled. It was important to retain and have minimal disturbance to the
existing frog habitat amongst the established native reeds and bulrushes

The Lady Denman in its
purpose-built building.
Photo: Lady Denman
Maritime Museum
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Aerial view of the Lady Denman Complex taken while the Habitat Garden was under
construction. Photo: Jervis Bay Tourism

but at the same time create other types of habitats around the edges of
the designated area. The area used for the garden was originally the
holding pond for the Lady Denman ferry before it was dry-docked within
a section of the Lady Denman Heritage Complex. There were already
stockpiles of sandstone rock on-site, originally from development work
at the local Vincentia Golf Club, which have been fully utilised in the
construction of the landscape, with other recycled materials.

The design also needed to take into consideration that the construction,
planting and the long-term maintenance of the garden was to be
completed by volunteers. This then allowed another feature of the
overall design of the garden to be a water-wise garden and in itself
provided another educational aspect to show how local native plants
can be used in gardens.

The shape of the area used for the garden lent itself to a modified shape
of Jervis Bay. Therefore the design followed the theme of Jervis Bay
and surrounding areas. Sandstone rocks were specifically selected and
placed in the garden to represent various notable features around Jervis
Bay, such as Point Perpendicular, the Ruined Lighthouse, the Hole in the
Wall and Bowen Island. Many of Jervis Bay’s beaches are represented,
also Currambene Creek and a representative mooring post for Huskisson
wharf. A small causeway, representing Plantation Point, was designated
as a point where the public could walk out to experience the frog habitat.
Three other local bodies of water, St. Georges Basin, Lake Windemere
and Lake McKenzie are represented in a three-pond water feature.
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Local plant species are used to form themed vegetation types. The
vegetation types represented are Grassland, Dune Woodland, Heathland,
Shrubland and Sedgeland. The plants utilised in the garden have been
selected because of their botanical significance in the local area, are
horticulturally suited to the site and for their aesthetics. Plant lists have
been developed to assist the volunteers and to help educate the public.

The following photos show some of the many features of the Garden.

Photo1: The main entrance pathway from the Lady Denman Heritage
Complex into the Keith Moore Habitat Garden. Dune Woodland themed
garden (left of the path) has dominant plantings of Correa alba, Poa
poiformis and Scaevola calandulacea. There is a Heathland themed
garden extending off to the right of the pathway.

Photo 1

Photo 2: The wharf post, which represents Huskisson wharf with the
arching representative Callala Beach (north side of Jervis Bay) with
Dune Woodland and Shrubland themed gardens above the beach. The
main body of centrally retained vegetation is the frog habitat of Typha
orientalis (Broad Leaf Cumbungi, Bulrush) and Phragmites australis
(Common Red), also a favourite habitat for Wrens.

Photo 3: Foreground (left to right) Grassland themed garden showing
mainly Lomandra longifolia, Ficinia nodosa, Poa poiformis, Correa
reflexa var. reflexa and Correa alba. The central rock formation
represents Point Perpendicular lighthouse at the north side entrance to
Jervis Bay. Dianella caerulea (bottom right). The general view is across
other Heathland and Dune Woodland themed raised garden beds to the
back of the Lady Denman Heritage Complex.
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Photo 3
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Photo 4: A view of the represent-
ative entrance to Jervis Bay across
the Grassland themed Bowen
Island to the representative cliffs of
Governor Head (southern side of
the entrance to Jervis Bay). Then
following round on to the southern
side of the Keith Moore Habitat
Garden are the southern beaches

TS — : of Jervis Bay including the Hole
In The Wall rock formation (towards top right) behind a planting of
Crinum pedunculatum. Foreground is a planting of Hibbertia scandens,
Xanthorrhoea australis, Xanthorrhoea resinosa and Dianella caerulea.
Looking down to Sedgeland themed plantings along the water’s edge
rising up to beach plantings of Rhagodia candolleana, Carpobrotus
glaucescens and Dianella longifolia var. longifolia up to plantings across
garden beds of Ficinia nodosa which connects the Keith Moore Habitat
Garden to the naturally occurring Ficinia nodosa around the fish pond
area of the complex.

Photo 5: The foreground is the lower main pond representing St
Georges Basin, surrounded by plantings of Lomandra longifolia, Dianella
longifolia var. longifolia, Baloskian tetraphyllum, Dianella caerulea and
Tetragona tetragonoides. On both sides of the pathway are Shrubland
themed gardens rising up to the right into Heathland plantings. The two
main plants above the bridge on the right of the pathway are Grevillea
mackleayana (Jervis Bay Grevillea). All pathways within the garden are
constructed of compacted crushed sandstone.
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Photo 6 Photo 7

Photo 6: Looking across from the two top ponds of the water feature
through Baloskian tetraphyllum, Dianella caerulea and Grevillea
mackleayana down to the lower Shrubland themed garden (left) and
the central Typha and Phragmites vegetation (right). Behind left of the
wharf post is a representative pure sand sanddune planting of Lomandra
longifolia, Poa poiformis and Imperata cylindrica var. major.

Photo 7: Northern side of the Keith Moore Habitat Garden with
Heathland theme gardens on both sides of the pathway. Foreground
plantings of Poa poiformis, Correa reflexa var. reflexa, Correa alba (left
side of pathway) and Dianella caerulea (right of pathway). Seats have
been installed around the garden. These have been constructed of
recycled materials by the Lady Denman Heritage Complex volunteers.
Beyond the seat is a central Shrubland themed garden containing plants
that will reach heights of 3m to 4m or taller such as Melaleuca armillaris,
Banksia serrata, Kunzea ambigua and Acacia sophorae which help to
connect the Keith Moore Habitat Garden to the surrounding bushland.

The garden has now been established for over three years and has
become an attraction in itself for both visitors and locals. Seats have
been constructed in various parts of the garden, enabling people to
relax and enjoy the plants, the wildlife and the garden’s different
habitats. Interpretive signage has been installed for all the vegetation
types and pathways have been extended to enable visitors to complete
a full circuit of the garden. The Keith Moore Habitat Garden has inspired
visitors and locals to plant local Australian native species and transfer
some of the ideas used in this garden into their own gardens.
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District Groups - roundups

Central West - Opening of the Lisle Pearse Garden, Oberon

The background for the Group’s
involvement in this Oberon project was
described in Isobel Hoegh-Guldberg’s
two articles in the October 2010 issue of g
Native Plants for NSW. This project was
financially assisted with a $10,000 grant
from the Lisle Pearse Award, which has
since been incorporated into the APS
NSW Bequest Trust Fund.

Hans Hoegh-Guldberg, Central West Group, reported in the Central
West Group newsletter, December 2010 that:

“The opening of the Lisle Pearse Garden on 30 October took place on a
very surprising day during the wettest and chilliest Central West spring
for many years — it was sunny and balmy! The president of the NSW
branch of the APS, Graeme Ingall, travelled from the Central Coast with
his wife Margaret to formally open the garden and we were also pleased
to see Blue Mountains branch president Jim Ward there together with
fellow member Connie Southwell.”

Central Coast - best society display, Flora Festival, Kariong

Andrew Melville, President of Central Coast District Group reports that
the Central Coast District Group took top honours at the Flora Festival at
Kariong by having the Best Society Display. This was an achievement
of mammoth proportions.

Arriving at our site on Sunday, Father’'s Day, with our collection of
paraphernalia for erection, the slight wind had reached a howling gale
levelling the site of tents and its infrastructure. All that could be seen
was shapped ropes, flapping tents, bent aluminium frames and plants
of all descriptions flattened, snapped off or destroyed. The tents were
finally erected by Tuesday lunchtime and then it was launch time for all
concerned.

Instead of two half days of leisurely erecting the plant stands, collecting
display plants, flowers and arranging the ‘For Sale’ plants, it was full
steam ahead. Arriving in assorted means of transport, the members
collectively achieved the basic display within half a day and, late that
afternoon, the plants for sale began to arrive.
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The Central Coast’s best society display with Christine admiring a display of Thelychiton

Graeme Ingall and Christine Coe, Parramatta &  speciosus, formerly Dendrobium speciosum, in
Hills District Group. Photographer: Lesley Waite the Orchid Society tent

On Wednesday, the plants both for display and sale arrived, with heaps
of foliage. The painted back-drop from Head Office was put to good
use, and it fitted exactly right — | don’t know how but perhaps good luck
instead of good management.

During the four days, a raffle was held, with Angus Stewart’s ‘Australian
plants for year- round colour’ being the prize on Friday and Sunday.
This caused much interest especially as Angus was one of the guest
presenters at the Flora Festival. Some 400 enquiries were made where
entrants from the Central Coast area will be contacted and those from
outside the area, will be forwarded to Head Office for follow up.

North Shore — Alec Fisher recognised
for services to the environment

Dr Alec Fisher was recognised by the
Lions Club of Ku-ring-gai for “Services to
the Environment” at a dinner in Turramurra
in July, 2010. The award was presented
by the Federal member for Bradfield, Paul
Fletcher MP.

Alec Fisher, left with Paul Fletcher, MP
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Since retiring from University, teaching Principles of Ecology and
Environmental Assessment to engineering students, Alec has
increasingly devoted his time to the Australian Plants Society North
Shore Group.

Elected to Committee in 1996 as Excursions Officer, Alec organised
monthly walks in the local bush and “days away” to appreciate native
plants and the natural environment. Since 2000, Alec has very ably filled
the roll of Group Treasurer. He introduced the investment of financial
reserves and encouraged capital outlays on up-to-date visual equipment
and reference books to promote Group objectives. The resulting
financial stability has enabled the Group to continue its activities, and
has allowed the funding of an annual memorial scholarship of $3,000 to
a worthy tertiary student for the study of botany.

Alec has made a significant contribution to the Walks and Talks program
(held weekly) at the Ku-ring-gai Wildflower Gardens with his focus on
the holistic view of the Plant Kingdom. He has studied this in all the
extremes - from the Arctic to the heights of the Himalayas and to the
deserts of central Australia. Alec and his wife are keen bushwalkers
and have instilled a love of nature into their sons, who have followed on
in this tradition.

He has recently contributed a number of talks to the short presentations
— Australian Hibiscus (a special interest species in his garden), the
Wollemi Pine and a relative — the Bunya Pine.

As the convener of the Australian Plants Identification Course for four
years, he has revived and modernised the course (held at the Ku-ring-
gai Wildflower Gardens over four Saturdays). This popular course
attracts a wide range of people, from professionals through to those
with a more general interest. Alec is currently the Convenor of a new
project, on Plant Identification for Bird Watchers.

In a more practical vein, Alec has fostered renovation of The Knoll at
Ku- ring-gai Wildflower Gardens, demonstrating Australian plants for
garden use (in competition with the revived wallaby population!) and
the installation of interpretive signage (in collaboration with Council),
and has been a willing hand in the extension of the shade-house and in
its routine maintenance.

The Group’s 50" celebrations and the Ku-ring-gai Wildflower Festival
are some of the other activities in which Alec plays a pivotal role.

Alec ‘practises what he preaches’ in his own garden. ltis planted almost
entirely with Australian plants and made into a welcoming habitat for
local native birds, warm and cold-blooded animals and invertebrates.
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Tamworth - threatened species project update

This project is being financially supported by a $20,000 grant from the
APS NSW Bequest Fund. Bill Hardin of the Tamworth Group reports.
At last we are making some progress in setting up the infrastructure at
the Botanic Garden for our project. After all the inclement weather over
the winter (not that we are knocking the rain), Mario Canu has finally
completed the soil erosion control work on the new access road at the
site. Mario’s cost was $990, which has been paid — the cost of the road
itself was $1700. As yet | haven’t had an invoice for it, but no doubt it will
arrive soon. That means to date we have spent $2690 on the project.

The next step is an irrigation system and in this regard, we have
measured up the site and engaged a contractor to give us a quote
to dig a trench for the main irrigation line and install the line with the
appropriate junction boxes, valves and pressure chambers, etc. We
are now awaiting his quote. Further quotes will be obtained if deemed
necessary.

We have had the project “on hold” for the time being as far as collecting
and propagating new species. We need to have somewhere to put
them before we get any more. The ones we have already collected and
propagated, badly need to be planted out — this is not too far away now.

The newly completed access road. Photo: Bill Hardin
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Nominations for APS NSW
conservation award

Each year, the Australian Plants Society
NSW Ltd strives to recognise the tireless
contribution made by a member of the Society
to the conservation of native plants. The
Region Council invites members to nominate
a member for that award.

The basis for nomination is to be of a
significant contribution to any aspect of the
conservation of Australia’s native plants, in

) . 8 Jennifer Liney, South East
particular, to those of NSW. This may include  group, recipient of one of the

the conserving of a population, species or society’s inaugural Conservation
community of plants. awards at the AGM in May 2006

The nomination, in writing and no less than 500 words, must include the
nominee’s name, Group name, length of membership within the Society,
any Community Awards, and supporting reasons for this nomination.
Any papers or articles presented by the nominee can be included as
attachments.

The nominee for the Award and the nominators must be financial
members of the APS NSW.

A candidate must have at least two nominators who must include their
names, addresses and contact details.

Nominations are to be forwarded to the Society office by no later
than 30 March 2011.

Postal Address: PO Box 5026, Old Toongabbie NSW 2146

Email Address:
office@austplants-nsw.org.au

For further information or any
enquiries, please contact the office on
(02) 9631 4085.

Eucalyptus caesia. As a species native to relatively dry
areas, E.caesia is best suited to cultivation in climates
which have a dry summer. It has been grown in
humid districts but cannot be regarded as reliable in
those areas. Photo: Lloyd Hedges
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Nominations for APS NSW life
membership

Life Membership is the highest accolade the
Australian Plants Society NSW Ltd can bestow
upon any memberwho has made an outstanding
contribution to the Society, their Group and their
community. The nominated person must be a
financial member of the Society who has made
a major and significant contribution to promoting
both the Society and their Group.

NSW Region Council invites Groups to submit
written nominations for Life Membership, which
will be presented at the 2010 Annual General
Meeting to be held in May 2010. All nominations must be endorsed by
Council prior to consideration by the AGM

No more than two Life Members may be appointed in each calendar
year except where one or more nominations is for both a husband and
wife. In the latter case, such a double nomination must be first approved
at the AGM before it can be placed before the Annual General Meeting.

The resume supporting the nomination for Life Membership mustinclude
the nominee’s name, Group, length of membership of the Society, any
community awards and an outline of their contributions to promote the
aims and objectives of the Australian Plants Society NSW.

Each nomination must be supported by at least two other persons who
are financial members of the Society. One of the nominators must be
the President of a Group. The two nominators must include their names,
addresses and contact details.

Nominations must be received in writing at the
Society’s office no later than 30 March 2011.

Postal Address: PO Box 5026, Old Toongabbie
NSW 2146

Email Address: office@austplants-nsw.org.au

« For further information or any enquiries, please
. contact Kyrill Taylor, Projects Committee

Bill and Sonya Hardin. Joint Life Members, 2010
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Australian native plants that | grow

Article and photos: Jeff Howes, North Shore
Hibiscus divaricatus Golden Haze
No common name

Australia has about 35 or so endemic species of hibiscus. Hibiscus
divaricatus Golden Haze is a selected bright yellow flowering form of
Hibiscus divaricatus. It has large, showy, bright yellow flowers to about
8 to 10 cm in diameter with a red stripe surrounding the petal spot. With
hibiscus plants, the flowers only last for a day or so. However, in its
natural setting from the top of NSW to the eastern side of Cape York, it
has a long, nearly continuous flowering period.

| have been growing Hibiscus divaricatus Golden Haze for many years in
my garden in the northern Sydney suburb of Westleigh and have found
it to be a reliable and fairly tough plant once established. Growing it this
far south requires some protection from frost and | am fortunate that
where | have it growing, it is protected. They grow to about three to four
metres high with a similar spread and produce their flowers in spring
through to late autumn. My plant is growing in a thin layer of topsoil over
a clay sub soil and received little additional watering after the first year or
so. They grow best in full sun, good drainage and a mulch to ensure a
cool root run. The only maintenance required is to prune them back by
about a third in spring, when the weather warms up. Pruning in winter is
not a good idea, as the plant may be lost in the cold weather.

The many Australian Hibiscus plants deserves to be more widely grown
in our gardens especially if you are trying to create a tropical effect or
just require bright colourful flowering plants.

Hibiscus divaricatus Golden Haze; plant and flower.
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District Group directory

District Groups are located in many areas throughout New South Wales
and range in size from fewer than 20 to over 100 members. Group
members are able to take part in many activities including bushwalks,
bush regeneration and conservation projects. Regular meetings enable
members to keep in touch with people of similar interests and to hear
expert guest speakers. Contact the Secretary of a specific group for

further information.

Email: office@austplants-nsw.org.au.

Armidale and District

President: Maria Hitchcock @ (02) 6775 1139
Email: maria.hitchcock@gmail.com

Secretary: Liisa Atherton @& (02) 6779 1968
Email: lisaa@bigpond.com

PO Box 735, Armidale NSW 2350

Meetings: Tree Group Woodland Centre,
Armidale.

3rd Tuesday of the month at 7.30pm (excluding
December, January, June, July).

Blue Mountains

President: Jim Ward

Co-Secs. Alix Goodwin @ (02) 4739 1571
Jane Toxward @ (02) 4739 1905

PO Box 23, Glenbrook NSW 2773

Website www.apsbluemtnsgroup.org

Meetings: Native Plant Reserve, Great

Western Hwy, Glenbrook

1st Friday of the month at 8pm (Sep-May) and

1st Sunday of the month at 10am (Jun-Aug). No

meeting when there is an outing in the month.

Central Coast

President: John Andrews & (02) 9985 9073
Secretary: Liz Hoese @ (02) 4339 1274
Email: elizabeth44@optusnet.com.au
Meetings: Phillip House

21 Old Mount Penang Road, Kariong

2nd Friday of the month (excl. Jan, Dec) at 8pm.

Central West

President: Marcia Bonham @& (02) 6337 1117
Secretary: Lyn Burgett @ (02)63319170
196 Mountain Straight, Mt Panorama
Meetings: Monthly at alternating centres.
Contact the secretary for details.

City — St George

President: Vince Churchill & (02) 9642 1968
Secretary: Vacant

Meetings: Committee Room, Rockdale Town
Hall, Cnr Bryant Street & Princes Hwy Rockdale
2nd Friday of the months of Feb, Mar, May, Jul,
Sep, Nov & Dec at 6.30pm

Coffs Harbour

President: Phil O’Shea @ (02) 6653 7472
Secretary: Wayne Jeffery @& (02) 6655 1610
72 Scotchman Rd, Bellingen NSW 2454

Email: jefferyunited@bigpond.com

Meetings: Coffs Harbour Botanic Gardens
Display Room normally on the 3rd Wednesday
of alternate months at 7.30pm (excluding Jan).

East Hills

President: Karlo Taliana @ (02) 9709 6135
Secretary: Kyrill Taylor @ (02) 9644 5531
16 Elizabeth Cres, Yagoona NSW 2199
Meetings: Peakhurst South Primary School
Library, Monterra Ave, Peakhurst.

1st Wednesday of each month at 7.30pm
(excluding January).

Hawkesbury

Contact Rick Jamieson @ (02) 4572 1321
Meetings: Council Nursery, McGrath’s Hill.
2nd Thursday of the month.

Hunter Valley

President: Mike Newman @ (02) 4930 5564
Secretary: Ross Carlton @ (02) 4988 6026
29 Wallaroo Road, Seaham NSW 2324
Meetings: The Polish Hall, Cnr Grant & Old
Rose Sts, Maitland

3rd Wednesday of the month (Feb-Nov) at
7.45pm.

lllawarra

President: Peter Parker @ (02) 4229 4485
Email: pekaypar@gmail.com

Secretary: Barry Winter @ (02) 4274 1489
57 Bland St, Port Kembla NSW 2505
Meetings: Corrimal Community Hall, 15 Ahort
Street Corrimal. Ring Edna on 4229 1836.

1st Monday of the month at 7.30pm (excluding
December, January, October and Public
Holidays).

Continued page 28

Native Plants January 2011 — Page




Membership renewal

Existing members who do not subscribe through a District Group
should renew with this form.

Group members should renew directly with their Group Office Bearer.
Applications for membership should be made on the appropriate form.
Please print clearly and include all person/s covered by this membership.

Please print clearly

Date:

Surname/s:

Given name/s:

Address:

Postcode:

Is this a change of address? Yes [] No []

If Yes, previous Postcode:

Telephone ( ) Business ( )

Fax ( ) Email

We/l belong to a District Group Yes (1 no [

If Yes, Group Name:

We/l belong to the following Study Group/s:

Interests/Skills:

Are you able to volunteer assistance in the Society’s activities in an

area convenient to you? Yes [] No []

Gift membership: If you wish to give a subscription to a family
member or friend, use this form or write out the full particulars. Include

any personal card you wish to accompany the new member’s pack.
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Type of Membership: (Please select)
Rates as at 1 January 2011 (All prices are in AUD and include GST)

Individual $50 |:| Concession $42 |:|
Joint Members $58 D Joint Concession $50 |:|
Asia Pacific $AUD 55 [ Other overseas $AUD 60 [_]

Note: Joint membership applies to two persons at the same address.
Each receives a membership card.

A concession is available to Seniors, people on a limited fixed
income and full-time students. This also applies to joint memberships
where one person is entitled to request the concession.

Type of concession:

Payment method (please V appropriate method)

Cheque |:| Money order |:| payable to Australian Plants Society
NSW Ltd

Orcharge my Mastercard [1  viacard ]
Card Number:

Card holder’s name:

Expiry date: Card holder’s signature:

APS Membership Card No:

POST TO: OR FAX TO:

Australian Plants Society NSW Ltd Membership Officer
Membership Officer 02 6351 2384

PO Box 3066

BOWENFELS NSW 2790

Please direct all subscription problems/inquiries to:

Phone: 02 6352 3805. Email: merleaps@bigpond.com

Receipts/statements for tax purposes will be supplied only if a
stamped self-addressed DL-size envelope is provided.
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District group directory continued

Macarthur

President: Robin Davies
Secretary: Rod Bray
147 Holdsworth Drive, Mt Annan NSW 2567
Email yarbdor@westnet.com.au

Meetings: Birriwa Community Hall, Fitzpatrick St.
Mount Annan NSW 2567. 3rd Wednesday of
the month at 7.30pm (Feb-Nov).

B (02) 4653 1275

Menai

President: Pam Pitkeathly @& (02) 9543 0243
Secretary: Margaret Olde

PO Box 3104, Bangor NSW 2234

Meetings: lllawong Rural Fire Brigade
Headquarters. 2nd Wednesday of the month at
7.30pm (excluding January).

Newcastle

President: Julia Brougham @& (02) 4968 0567
Secretary: Lew Linnerton @& (02) 4959 4788
Email lewlinn@telstra.com

Meetings: The Wetlands Centre, Sandgate
Rd, Shortland. 1st Wednesday of the month at
7.30pm.

Northern Beaches

President: David Drage @ (02) 9949 5179
Secretaries: Peter Spiers @& (02) 9456 1897
PO Box 393, Dee Why NSW 2099

Julia Thomkinson @ (02) 9949 5179
Meetings: Stony Range Botanic Garden, Dee
Why. 1st Thursday of the month at 7.30pm
(February-November).

North Shore

President: Mark Abell @ (02) 9477 4231
Secretary: Wendy Grimm @& (02) 9144 5600
PO Box 344, St lves NSW 2075

Meetings: Willow Park Community Centre,

25 Edgeworth David Ave, Hornsby.

2nd Friday of the month at 8pm (Feb-Nov).

Nowra

President: Lesley McKinnon @ (02) 4443 4004
Secretary: Gwen Smith @ (02) 4443 3497
PO Box 140, Sanctuary Point NSW 2540
Meetings: Nowra Town Band Hall,

174 Kinghorne St, Nowra. 2nd Thursday of the
month (Feb-Nov) at 7.30pm sharp.

Business meeting 6.30pm.
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Parramatta and The Hills

President: Gordon Brookes @ (02) 9680 4951
Secretary: Wendy Goonan @& (02) 9686 3149
Email www.apsparrahillls.org.au

Meetings: Bi-monthly meetings 4th Friday of
March, May, July, September and November
at 8pm Barton Hall, Hopetoun Village, Anglican
Retirement Villages, Castle Hill.

Website: apsparrahills.org.au

South East Region

President: Jan Robilliard @& (02) 6494 1049
Secretary: Jill Gutteridge @& (02) 4471 7053
Email jillgutteridge@hotkey.net.au

Meetings: Alternating locations, contact
President or Secretary. 1st Saturday of odd
numbered months.

Southern Highlands

President: Jane Pye @ (02) 4862 3750
Secretary: Malcolm Guy @ (02) 48836971
Email patmalguy@hotmail.com

Meetings: CWA Room, next to council building
in Elizabeth St, Moss Vale. Bimonthly at 7.30pm
and alternate between first Sundays and first
Thursday of the month.

Southern Tablelands

President: Tim Hayes @ (02) 4822 4949
Secretary: Jenny Ashwell @& (02) 4829 2101
10 Pemeroy Mill Ford Road, Mummel NSW 2580
Email jashwell@activ8.net.au

Meetings: Alternating locations. 1st Friday of
February, May, August and December.

Sutherland

President: Simon Bastin @ (02) 9545 5959
Secretary: Ruchir Sodhani @& (02) 9522 2935
18a The Esplanade, Sylvania Heights NSW 2224
Meetings: Gymea Community Centre, Gymea
Bay Rd, Gymea. 3rd Wednesday of the month
at 8pm (February-November).

Website: www.ozemail.com.au/~ssgap

Tamworth

President: Matt Cosgrove @& (02) 6765 2693
Secretary: Lee Esdaile @ (02) 6760 8525
PO Box 1193, Tamworth NSW 2340

Email pjltesdaile@bigpond.com

Meetings: Botanic Garden Meeting Room.
4th Friday of the month. 8pm summer, 7.30pm
standard time.



Sheather: bits and pieces

Warren and Gloria Sheather

Descriptions and images of many of the plants
featured in “bits and pieces” plus a weekly garden
diary are on the Sheather’s non-commercial
website: www.yallaroo.com.au

One of the most enjoyable aspects of native plant cultivation is
propagating your own plants. In our case, the joy of plant propagation
is encapsulated in the 5 E’s.

1. Economics: Propagating your own plants certainly saves money.

2. Extending: Propagating your own plants extends the range of
species and varieties available for planting in your garden.

3. Experimentation: There are many species that are not commonly
in cultivation and there is plenty of scope for propagating these
species. e.g. few Western Australian Melaleucas are in general
cultivation. Also there is scope to try different propagation methods.
eg: propagating Acacias from cuttings.

4. Excitement: We still find seeds germinating and cuttings taking root
exciting after nearly 40 years spent propagating plants.

5. Enjoying: Finally when we wander around our garden we are able
to enjoy the fruits of our labours. At least 95% of the plants in the
garden were produced on the site.

Our Method of Plant Propagation

We use a self-contained propagating unit with bottom heating and
intermittent misting. The unit is 1.8 metres long by 0.9 metres wide and
was purchased from Sage Horticulture in Melbourne. The running costs
of the unit are negligible. The heating matis covered by a three centimetre
layer of river sand and the temperature is set to about 23 degrees.

Our propagating mix is half coco peat and half river sand. The mix is
used for both seeds and cuttings. When seedlings and cuttings are
potted on the mix is recycled. A 1.5 litre rice cooker is filled with the mix
and heated in a microwave for about 15 minutes.

Seeds are sown in square pots and 50 millimetre thumb pots are used
for cuttings with six cuttings per thumb pot.

About 90% of the plants we propagate are from cuttings. The genera
propagated from seed are what we call the CHEW group.
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All Casuarinas, some Hakeas, all Eucalypts and some Wattles are
propagated from seed. We are finding that many Acacias with phyllodes
may be grown from cuttings. Of particular interest is the Acacia riceana
cutting. There was a 100% strike rate from this species with roots
forming in just over a month. All our cuttings are dipped in red Clonex
hormone mix.

Prostanthern Inslanthos

/(.rrnll« a acanthifolia

Some of the results of our propagating labours.

Correa Mallee Pink

Homoranthus sp Acacla riccana

Seedlings and struck cuttings are potted on into square native tubes.
We use Big W potting mix, which meets the Australian standard. Plants
are ready to go into the garden when they are as tall as the tube and
the roots are appearing at the base of the tube.

Propagation continued through winter and at last count we have over
400 plants ready for spring planting.

For the reasons listed above we find that propagating our own native
plants gives us great pleasure and satisfaction.

Acacia sophorae, a prostrate shrub when growing
on exposed coastal dunes but may grow as a
large shrub to 2-3 metres in height (sometimes
taller) in more sheltered locations.

Brian Walters. ANSPA website http://anpsa.org.au
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Book Review

Roger Starling, North Shore group

Forest Bountiful — Settlers’ Use of Australian
Plants.

By Penny Watsford. Published by Nullum
publications. $25

Nullum Publications, PO Box 1152, -~ |
Murwillumbah NSW 2484 e 3
MR e,

www.nullumpublications.com.au '/

Recently arrived at the APS NSW office is a soft covered book, called
Forest Bountiful, which | read with great interest.

According to the accompanying paperwork this is the third book, written
and self-published by Penny Watsford. The others are Plants of the
Forest Floor and Grasses of Subtropical Eastern Australia, which are
both plant identification books.

Itis an unusual book, different from the usual run of horticultural literature.
Its aim is more or less described by its title. It's about the bounty provided
by forests, particularly in the Tweed Valley and surrounding areas.

It seemed as if it would be another publication about bush foods but it is
much more than that. It is quite a fascinating read, not just to residents
of the Tweed Valley area, as the plants mentioned in the book are
common to many other areas in Australia and were presumably used in
similar ways in other places. Each chapter describes a different phase
of rural life and at the end of each chapter is a list of plants referred to
or existing in that area.

You will probably have read about the cabbage tree hat used by early
settlers but did you know that one hat could take a year to make and
was treasured, and also that it would have cost you one pound?

It's not just about trees, or about food, but of all types of plants and the
uses to which they were put in the early days of Australia by the settlers,
their wives and children, covering the period between 1840s to about
the 1950s.

It's very well researched, with extensive references, both written and
from personal conversations. | recommend it to anyone interested in
native plants.

Native Plants January 2011 — Pa



The Valette Williams scholarship in botany

Tony Evans and Fred Langshaw, Scholarship Conveners, North Shore Group

The North Shore Group is seeking applications for the third round of
its research scholarship. Details were distributed in November 2010
to academic and research office Staff from the Schools of Biological
Sciences from universities of the Sydney region including Wollongong;
also to scientific staff from NPWS and the Royal Botanic Gardens and
Domain Park Trust, Sydney who are known to supervise research
students from other institutions. University staff and others as noted have
been instrumental in widely promoting our Scholarship to prospective
students.

Our inaugural scholarship was awarded in 2009 at $2000. However,
the committee resolved to increase its value to a maximum of $3000 in
2010, which is being maintained for 2011. The feedback we have is that
our modest contribution is significant to the achievement of worthwhile
results.

Lisa Xian, a BSc Honours student from the University of Western Sydney
and the winner of the first scholarship, presented a summary about
her research outcomes at our monthly meeting on 12 March 2010. Her
efforts were rewarded by an Honours Degree (Second Class). She is
planning to continue her studies towards a PhD.

Our Second Round winner was Alison Hewitt, a PhD student in the
School of Natural Sciences, also at the University of Western Sydney.
She is researching the genetics and breeding system of the rare and
endangered plant, Melaleuca deanei. An outline of Alison’s research
program was detailed in Blandfordia in June 2010. The project was
approved to extend to 2013 for personal reasons.

Our scholarship honours the memory of the late Valette Williams, an
esteemed APS North Shore Group member, former NSW Region
President and student of botany and conservation. After our successful
start we expect the scholarship will continue to attract applications from
worthy students undertaking scientific research at the Honours, Masters
and the PhD level. Conditions apply, with the first criterion being that the
research will contribute to the knowledge, conservation or propagation
of native plants in the Sydney or surrounding regions.

Applications close on 11 March 2011 and assessment and selection for
the scholarship will be completed by 22 April 2011.

Full details of the scholarship can be found on our web site at:
http://www.blandfordia.org.au/Scholarship.html.
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APS NSW council jottings

Graeme Ingall, President APS NSW
Region Council Meeting August 2010
1.

Wagga Wagga has finally closed. Their minute
books and funds have been forwarded to the APS
office.

. Reimbursement of costs for the delegates attending the 25" Biennial

Conference at Geelong has been received and $180 was paid to
each of the delegates attending from NSW. These were Jonathan
Steeds, Barbara Burke, Barbara Nevin and Graeme Ingall.

. Merle Thompson and Roger Starling were appointed to attend the

Copyright Council Seminar on 1 September 2010.

. $45,000 in the Society’s cheque account from the Bequest Trust

Fund was placed in a Term Deposit account for six months.

. Advertisements are on the increase in Native Plants for NSW, which

will help offset the cost of production. Advertising is available to any
person.

. Australian Plants

« An index for Volume 24 of Australian Plants is to be compiled.
The CDs, however, are missing. Does anybody know their
whereabouts?

- Victoria Region has decided not to collect subscriptions for
Australian Plants from June 2009 and Queensland and Western
Australia Regions from June 2010. An insert was placed in
Australian Plants to enable members in these Regions to
continue their subscriptions.

« The subscription rate for Australian Plants was increased due to
increased postage.

. Allocation of monies to the Study Groups will continue, based on

2009 calculations.

. Lloyd Hedges and Graeme Ingall attended a meeting of the

Horticultural and Flower Section at the Royal Agricultural Society
(RAS). Several proposals were given but we are awaiting replies.

. Several appointments to vacant positions on the Committees and

Services were confirmed. The following positions are still vacant;
Conservation, Treasurer, Company Coordinator, Properties Officer,
Exhibitions Coordinator and Australia’s Open Gardens Scheme and
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a number of Group Delegates. All District Groups who have more
than 10 members are entitled to a delegate’s position on Council.

10. APS was represented at Gardening Australia, Rosehill on Friday 20
to Sunday 22 August 2010.

Region Council Meeting 18 October 2010

1. Sutherland District Group made an inquiry concerning insurance
of its property. This is very difficult, as the insurance companies
require the items for insurance to be located in one location. The
cost for multiple locations commences from $5,600 p.a. In addition,
each item has to be listed with make, model and serial number and
location, plus its replacement cost.

2. Aletter from Stephen Lambert (Central Coast DG) concerning the
state of the Western Australian Mallees being grown at Mt. Annan.
A reply has been received from Mt. Annan.

3. There were 32 new members, with some membership coming from
ABC Gardening and the Flora Festival at Gosford.

4. Tabled for the Council meeting in December was a discussion
concerning overdue membership. If any member has any ideas
regarding this, please forward them to Merle Thompson or the office.

5. On 1 September, Merle Thompson and Roger Starling attended the
Copyright Council Seminar. To summarise: authors, photographers,
website designers and creators (may be many) own copyright of
their material until 70 years after their death. If the copyright holder
dies before the 70 years, their heirs or beneficiaries become owners
by default until the 70 years has elapsed, when it then becomes
public property.

6. The District Get Together hosted by Sutherland Group and
Menai Wildflower Group was a great success. Both Groups have
requested that those persons who made phone calls and sent
letters congratulating them on a fantastic event be thanked.

7. The 2011 District Get Together, to be jointly hosted by Central West
Group and Burrendong Arboretum, will be held on Saturday 27
and Sunday 28 August 2011 at Burrendong Botanic Garden and
Arboretum, Wellington. Further information will be made available
in early 2011,

8. Members will receive all back issues of Australian Plants.
Congratulations to all involved in bringing Australian Plants up
to date.
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9. It was suggested that Australian Plants and Native Plants for NSW
be combined into a single magazine. Originally, Australian Plants
was a publication owned by ASGAP (ANPSA), which later became
the property of APS NSW. Australian Plants provides income for
Region and both journals have different functions.

10. After discussions and letters to the RAS, the Council is still awaiting
replies from the Board of RAS. When the information becomes
available, the District Groups will be updated.

11. A sincere and a special thank you to the Directors, members of the
Sutherland District Group and Menai Wildflower Group and to those
who gave time to ABC Gardening Australia at Rosehill.

Other notes

| attended the APS NSW display at the ABC Gardening Australia for
three days, meeting with many people but more particularly members
of the Society. There was a raffle each day with the prize being Angus
Stewart’s book, Australian Plants for year-round Colour. Some 550
inquiries about the Society were made.

In addition, | was working at the Flora Festival from Thursday 9
September to Sunday 12. Many members visited the Central Coast
display and plant sale and it was exceptionally enjoyable when members
came up and introduced themselves.

On Saturday 11 September | attended the District get-together held by
the Sutherland Group and Menai Wildflower Group. Congratulations to
all concerned for a fantastic day.

On Wednesday 20 September, Region has been invited to make a
presentation at the Ryde TAFE Open Day.

Margaret and | accepted an invitation to the ‘Lisle Pearse Garden’
Opening at Oberon on Saturday, 30 October at 2:00 pm.
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Study Group notes

Rhonda Daniels, Study Group Liaison Officer

There are some common themes amongst recent
newsletters: the effect of rain everywhere, difficulties
in identification and naming species, Australian
plants abroad and calls for more members to share
their knowledge and experience.

New Study Group — Waratahs and Flannel Flowers

Maria Hitchcock, former Correa Study Group Leader, is establishing a
new study group and seeking members. Waratahs and Flannel Flowers
are iconic Australian native plants yet few Australian gardeners are
able to grow them successfully in their gardens. Commercial Waratah
production is starting to take off in Australia largely due to some new
Telopea hybrids, however little is known about them by the average
gardener. There are several people doing very interesting work with
Flannel Flowers but again no one knows about it. The purpose of
this Study Group is to flush out those innovators and breeders and
publicise their work if possible. Maria would like to co-ordinate as much
information about Waratah and Flannel Flower cultivation and make
this accessible to ANPS members through Australian Plants and the
State newsletters. Maria has a small Waratah garden and has been
experimenting with Flannel Flower cultivation for the past three years.

Maria is looking for active members who would be interested in some
lively discussion and are willing to share and experiment. The Group
is limited to 50 individual members (no groups). $10 annual fee
with two electronic newsletters per year. Please see contact details in
the Study Group Directory.

Garden Design Study Group — November 2010 (No. 72)

The Study Group is very active. The Australian Garden, the first book
produced by the Study Group in 2002, was reprinted in 2010 with a
different cover in glossy format for a new look. A current project just
under way aims to record important gardens. Guidelines for selecting
gardens have been developed including age and worthiness and a
standard format for recording gardens also developed. Perhaps there’s
a book or CD in the future?

Fern Study Group — November 2010 (No. 121)

At a recent meeting, the Group reversed the order of things, dug up some
ferns from the garden and had good look at the less beautiful bits. For
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ferns, two of the three most important parts (leaves, stem, roots) are
hidden from view and often given little attention. Stems and roots are
essential to the functioning of the plant, yet taxonomic descriptions often
say very little, or dispose of them in a single line. For Sydney residents,
note that the Fern Study Group has monthly activities in Sydney in 2011.

Grevillea Study Group — October 2010 (No. 87)

This issue reports that three Grevillea taxa, Grevillea hislopii, Grevillea
althoferorum subsp. fragilis and Grevillea bracteosa subsp. howatharra
have been described and named in Western Australia’s Journal of
Systematic Botany. The issue also reports on grevilleas abroad, with
grevilleas in America, although there has not been much active breeding
by Californians. In Britain, garden centres are selling Grevillea ‘Red
Salento’ as a Christmas gift. It is likely to be G. lanigera or one of its
hybrids. It is described as a “cold-loving Mediterranean tub plant”.

Correa Study Group — November 2010 (No. 43)

Neil Marriott reviews Maria Hitchcock’s new Correa book predicting it
will rapidly become the “Correa bible”, due to its major public appeal.
The book shows that, even with just 11 species in the genus, numerous
Correas have two or even three names, often because unscrupulous
nursery traders create a catchy new name and a label with big bold
flowers to sell plants. Now with Maria’s book, buyers can check before
they buy. Neil says “if the plant you are looking at is being sold with a
false name, don'’t buy it. Go for the plant with the original name and
gradually eradicate all the correa usurpers in the nursery trade”.

The problem is probably common across popular genera, but David
Pye sees some benefit: “In short, the combination of descriptive names,
plant source names and marketing names has created a mess. While
we might complain about the invention of names by the nursery industry
in order to promote plant sales, they do get correas into gardens.”

Hakea Study Group — November 2010 (No. 44)

Plants are obviously sensitive to water. The Study Group Leader from
Victoria reports that his native plants are loving the wet year and the
hakeas have been flowering profusely. The wetter seasons may also
have reduced the numbers of Grevillea looper caterpillars which eat
the new hakea growth. On a study tour to a garden in Merimbula with
130 Hakea species, he found the owners had to build mesh wire fences
to stop the kangaroos from grazing the open paddocks and knocking
over the hakeas. Here the plant labelling system is flat rounded river
stones, painted green with black lettering. As the plants become larger,
the stones are just moved further out from the plant.
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Epacris Study Group — Spring 2010 (No. 30)

Also in Victoria, Study Group Leader Gwen Elliott noted that the increase
in rainfall has been welcomed by epacris plants. But who knows what
may follow in regard to the coming summer, but at least the plants have
had a good drink this winter and they certainly appear to be smiling at
the moment. The Australian Flora Foundation has funded research in
2011-2012 to investigate the pollinators of rare and threatened Epacris
species in Tasmania.

Wallum and Coastal Heathland Study Group — November 2010
(No. 28)

And in Queensland, Study Group Leader Barbara Henderson also
reports an amazing amount of rain, with some plants becoming
“triffid-like”. Barbara notes that Group membership is very localised
to southern coastal Queensland and suspects that the word “wallum”
may be a little off-putting. She reminds those elsewhere that “wallum” is
just another name for coastal heathland and would like some interstate
members to share their knowledge. Do they have the same difficulties
with the cultivation of these plants whose habitats have suffered as
they have in southern Queensland? For instance, this issue features
Blandfordia (Christmas Bells), the four species of which are found in
eastern Australia in south-east Queensland, NSW and Tasmania.

Indigenous Orchid Study Group — September 2010 (No. 72)

It's a tough world in identification of native orchids. This issue notes that
Dendrobium bifalce has endured more than ten name changes since
the name was published by Hooker in 1843. The leaders of the Study
Group, for over 15 years, have expressed their difficulties in keeping
up with nomenclature changes: “Time will tell whether David Jones
et al. [in his watershed 2006 publication Native Orchids of Australia]
have made a giant step forward in facilitating the recognition of orchid
nomenclature or whether they have taken a giant stirrer and turned a
rather difficult situation into a total, impenetrable mess of confusion”.

Eucalyptus Study Group — July 2010 (No. 51)

This issue reports on the disinfectant and antiseptic properties of the
Eucalyptus. There’s also an article on Eucalyptus cordata subsp.
quadrangulosa in the British Isles and New Zealand.
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Study Group directory

Wish to be involved in the study of a particular aspect of Australian
plants? Why not join one or more of the many study groups, either as
an active member or as an interested bystander?

Each group consists of aleader (who collates and publishes the material),
active members (who make observations and collect information) and
(sometimes) passive members (who simply receive newsletters).
Information may include any aspect of cultivation, propagation and
natural occurrence of the plants under study. If you are interested in
starting a new group or taking over a vacant leadership contact:

ANPSA Study Group Co-ordinator:

Geoff Lay

2 Kerry Parade

Mont Albert North VIC 3129

& 0398984816 Email: gjmk.lays@bigpond.com

To join a study group: Write to the leader of the study group of your
interest, enclosing the relevant subscription fee and a stamped SAE. You
may join as many groups as you wish.

Fees listed as Australia/Overseas/Email

Acacia ($10/$20/$7) Australian Plants for Containers
Leader: Esther Brueggemeier ($8/$10)

28 Staton Cres Leader: Gill Muller

Westlake VIC 3337 7 Railway Terrace

& 0411148 874 Blackwood SA 5051

Email: wildaboutwattle@iprimus.com.au @& (08) 8278 4614
Email: gilly@lomandra.id.au
Australian Food Plants ($5)

Leader: Lenore Lindsay Banksia ($10/$20/$7)

323 Philip Avenue Leader: Cas Liber

Frenchville QLD 4701 PO Box 83, St Pauls NSW 2031
@ (07) 4928 2862 @ (02) 9559 2656

Email: lenorelindsay@hotmail.com Email: casliber@ozemail.com.au
Australian Plants as Bonsai Boronia & Allied Genera
($14/$19) In Recess — New Leader required
Leader: Roger Hnatiuk

PO Box 450, Jamieson Post Office Brachychiton and Allied Genera
Macquarie ACT 2614 ($5/$10)

@ (02) 6251 2228 Leader: Kerry Rathie

Email: rjhnatiuk@yahoo.com.au 5 Salston Rd, Greenbank QLD 4124

@ (07) 3200 0268
Email: krathie6@bigpond.com
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Study group directory continued

Calytrix
In Recess — New Leader required

Correa ($10/$10/$6)

Leader: Cherree Densley

9 Koroit Port Fairy Rd

Killarney VIC 3283

Email: correastudygroup@gmail.com
@ (03) 5568 7226

Admin — David and Barbara Pye
1220 Bacchus Marsh Road
Bullengarook VIC 3437

Email: pye@ssc.net.au

& (03) 5428 9369

Daisy, the Australian
In Recess — New Leader required

Dryandra ($8/$10)

Leader: Margaret Pieroni

22 Ravenhill Heights

Denmark WA 6333

Email: mpieroni@bigpond.com
& (08) 9848 3331

Epacris ($5/$10)

Leader: Gwen Elliot

PO Box 655, Heathmont VIC 3135
Email: rgelliot@optusnet.com.au
& (03) 9879 1472

Eremophila ($5)

Leader: Colin Jennings

4 Kinnaird Cres, Highbury SA 5089
Email: cje97694@bigpond.net.au
@ (08) 8264 6490

Eucalyptus ($10)

Leader: Warwick Varley

PO Box 456, Wollongong NSW 2520
Email: tallowwood@hotmail.com

& 0402763414
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Fabaceae ($5/$10)
Leader: Jenny West

38 Gleeson Court

Gordon VIC 3345

Email: jawest@iinet.net.au

Fern ($5)

Peter Bostock

PO Box 402, Kenmore QLD 4069
Email: pbostock@ozemail.com.au
@& (07) 3202 6983

Garden Design ($15/$20/$6)
Leader: Jo Hambrett

‘Yanderra’ 7 Davey Rd

Dural NSW 2158

Email:
tudortalisman@optusnet.com.au
@ (02)9651 1827

Grevillea ($5/$10)

Leader: Peter Olde

140 Russell Lane, Oakdale NSW 2570
Email: peter.olde@exemail.com.au
& (02) 4659 6598

Hakea ($5/$10)

Leader: Paul Kennedy

PO Box 220, Strathmerton VIC 3641
Email: hakeaholic@gmail.com

& (03) 5874 5239

Hibiscus and Allied Genera
($10/$20/$5)

Leader: Geoff Harvey

PO Box 46, Buderim QLD 4556
Email: bannh@bigpond.net.au
@ (07) 5445 1828

Isopogon and Petrophile
($5/$10/$2.50)

David Lightfoot

36 Arundel Cres

Surrey Hills VIC 3127

Email: isopogons@iprimus.com.au
@& (03) 9836 0601



Orchids, Indigenous ($5/$12) Verticordia

Leader: Don & Pauline Lawie In Recess — New Leader required

PO Box 230, Babinda QLD 4861

& (07) 4067 1577 Wallum & Coastal Heathland ($5)
Leader: Barbara Henderson

Palm and Cycad ($5/$12) 11 Railway Terrace

Leader: Kerry Rathie (refer to Moore QLD 4306

Brachychiton & allied genera above) @ (07) 3289 9272

Prostanthera & Westringia ($10) Waratah and Flannel Flower ($10)

Leader: Robert Miller Leader: Maria Hitchcock
13 Park Rd, Bulli NSW 2516 16 Hitchcock Lane

Email: janrob@fishinternet.com.au Armidale NSW 2350
& (02) 6775 1139 0421 961 007

Rainforest ($5/$10) Email: maria.hitchcock@gmail.com

Leader: Kris Kupsch

28 Plumtree Pocket Wetlands (and Water Plants)

Burringbar NSW 2483 In Recess — New Leader required

Email: tropicalbotanics@hotmail.com

@& (07) 4096 5090 Wildlife and Native Plants ($10/$20)
Leader: Christine Jones

Rhamnaceae PO Box 131, Strathalbyn SA 5255

In Recess — New leader required Email: austbush@internode.on.net

& (08)9834 4124
Succulents, Native
In Recess — New Leader required

Correas from Fangorn Nursery, Armidale

Rare and unusual varieties from the registered collection.
Water wise, easy care shrubs

Nectar for birds in autumn and winter

Frost and drought hardy

Other hardy Australian native plants

Mail Order tubes $4.00 each
Online catalogue www.wattleday.com/nursery.htm

Fangorn Nursery
16 Hitchcock Lane,
Armidale NSW 2350
Ph. 02 6775 1139
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Seed bank details

John Randall, Seed Bank Curator

Seed is available free to members. The seed list is
published annually in the April issue of Native Plants
for New South Wales with additions and deletions
being published in the other three issues.

Copies of the full list can be obtained by forwarding a stamped (60c)
SAE to the curator.

* Maximum number of seed packets per request is six (6).

* Requests for seed must be accompanied by a stamped self-
addressed envelope ($1.10; 110mm x 220mm).

* Please address seed requests in alphabetical order and include a
list of alternate selections.

* Address requests to: John Randall
8 Coachmans Place, Mardi NSW 2259

Seed donations are welcome and are vital if the seed bank is to
remain viable. Please state the source of seed, whether from natural or
cultivated material. Please do not send seeds from hybrid plants.

Changes to the seed list — October 2010

Deletions: Acacia boormanii, Dodonaea viscosa ssp. angustissima.

Eucalyptus forrestiana and scoparia, Hardenbergia comptoniana,
Hakea propinqua, Kennedia beckxiana prostrata, Kunzea muelleri,
Mirbelia platanoides, Meleluca wilsonii, Oxylobium robustum, Pultenaea
daphnoides, Rhodanthe humboldtianum, Templetonia retusa.

Additions: Corymbia peltata ssp. leichhardtii, Eucalyptus
erythrocorys, macrandra and pleurocarpa

Recent donors: R.Langley and S.Lambert.
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New members,
January 2011

Merle Thompson, Membership Officer

The Australian Plants Society NSW warmly
welcomes the following 60 new members (50
memberships) and wishes each of you a long,
rewarding and enjoyable association with the
Society.

Ron Amann Winmalee
Daryn Leslie Apolony Hallidays Point
Narelle Barden & Geofrey Mayo North Turramurra
Samantha Barratt Beacon Hill
Zulima Bassa Ingleburn
Scott James Beuzeville Clovelly
Pauline Bower Tamworth
Steve Brammall Tahmoor

Jan Cave Hazelbrook
lan Stanley Catalina

Denis Child Grays Point
Margery East Epping
Kazuaki Fuchina Bathurst

Sean James & Karen Melissa Fullbrook Blaxland

Elva Florence Gale Parkesbourne
Shane Goh Greenwich
Sue Hancock Ulladulla
Diana Lucy Herrald Hornsby
Denise Hill Bathurst

Neil & Veronica Hockings Mangrove Mountain
Suzanne Hoffman Tamworth

Jim Hoffmann Carlingford
Keith Horton & Emma Rooksby Mount Pleasant
Julie lyengar Wahroonga
Natalia Krassovskaya Wentworthville
Ros & Patrick Long Tamworth

Gail & Michelle Marks Emu Heights
Lyn Mccluland Tamworth
Christine Theresa Mcrae Mudgee

Joe Mercieca Winmalee
Gavin Moran Aranda

Lori Mohan Greystanes
Catherine Moyle Bulli

Joan Overeem West Tamworth
William Albert Power Terranora
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Vivienne J M Prior Charlestown
Sydney South Region Royal National Park Sutherland
Patricia & Paul Shearston Hamilton
Niki Shepherd Woodford
Chris Simpson Gymea
Margaret Sleigh Temora
Julia & Raf Stary Korora
Allan Steven Dee Why
Matthew Stray Glenorie

Karen Ann Street
Mary & Mark Temple

Niagara Park
Umina Beach

Ah Moi Tharmarajah Branxton
Michele Veness Mosman
Robert Watt & Helen Lucas Bellingen
Merv Zell Nemingha

Raffle winners, Gardening Australia Expo, 2010

@ At the Gardening Australian show, a raffle

' was conducted and at the end of each day, a

Gardeﬂipg winning ticket was drawn.
exXposis,

August 20-22

Rosehlll Gardens Racecourse, Rosehlll
Open 10.00am - 4.30pm dally

It was drawn with the assistance of Rapid
Compost Tumblers, which are built at Rotoplus,
Wollongong.

Congratulations to the following winners:
Friday, 20 August Ms C. Channell of Bligh Park;
Saturday, 21 August Ms J Mclnerney of Grays Point; and
Sunday, 22 August ~ Ms M Brown of Carlingford.

Each winner was sent a copy of Angus Stewart’'s book , Australian
Plants for year-round Colour, an invitation to join the Society and an
invitation to join us on Friday, 19 November, at Ermington to listen to our
guest speaker, Angus Stewart.
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District Group diary

Compiled by Jan Carnes, Blue Mountains Group
All members are welcome to attend group meetings.

If your group has an activity that you would like
advertised here, email details to the APS NSW office.

January 2011

Contact Jan on 6494 1049 or Juliet on 4473
7440 for location

Meeting 7.30pm at The Wetlands Centre,
Sandgate Rd, Shortland

Outing to Mount York. Contact Jim Ward

1 Sat South East Region

5 Wed Newcastle

8 Sat Blue Mountains 4735 1965

13 Thu Hawkesbury Meeting at Council Nursery, McGrath’s Hill
Outing to Coffs Harbour Regional Botanic

16 Sun Coffs Harbour Gardens. Leader: Barry Kemp. Meet at car

park 9am.

Outing to Carmel Rock Picnic Area,
22 Sat South-East Group Wallaga Lake. Meet 10.30am. Tour of
Montreal Goldfileds.

26 Wed Blue Mountains Australia Day at Glenbrook Oval - plant stall

Meeting 8pm at Tamworth Regional Botanic

28 Fri Tamworth Gardens Meeting Room. Speaker:

30 Sun Armidale 8am to 12.30pm. Markets in the Mall
February 2011
East Hills Meeting 7.30pm at Peakhurst Sth Public
5 Wed School Library, M onterra Ave, Peakhurst
Newcastle Meeting 7.30pm at The Wetlands Centre,
Sandgate Rd, Shortland
Meeting 7.30pm at Stoney Range Botanic
, T Northern Beaches Garden, Dee Why
. Meeting 2:30 pm. Contact Tim Hayes on
Southern Highlands | 4455 4949 for location
. . AGM 8pm at Native Plant Reserve, Great
4 Fri Blue Mountains Western Highway, Glenbrook
7 Mon llawarra Meeting at 7.30pm. Corrimal Community

Hall, 15 Short St, Corrimal

Meeting 7.30pm at lllawong Fire Brigade
9 Wed Menai Headquarters. Speaker: Lloyd Hedges
“Desert Plant Survey”.
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