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APS EAST HILLS GROUP NEWSLETTER  

November 2018 

 
 
WELCOME to the November 2018 edition of the East Hills Group Newsletter. 
 
As usual, we have notes from our previous meeting, this time including a summary of Matt 
Hall's talk on Brush Turkeys in suburbia, and notes and photos from the plant table.   
 
Dates for your Diary are on the last page, but see page 3 for information about the next major 
APS NSW activity on 10 and 11 November, which is just over a week away! 
 

Happy gardening. 
 
 

Jan Douglas 
Editor 
 

http://austplants.com.au/East-Hills 
  

 

NEXT EHG MEETING: 
 

7.30 pm, Wednesday 7 November 2018 

THE GREENWEB: CREATING HABITAT IN YOUR BACK YARD 
Geoff Doret, Sutherland Shire Council 

 

DŜƻŦŦ Ƙŀǎ ōŜŜƴ {ǳǘƘŜǊƭŀƴŘ {ƘƛǊŜ /ƻǳƴŎƛƭΩǎ DǊŜŜƴweb Officer since 2002. The Greenweb 
tǊƻƎǊŀƳ ƛǎ ǇŀǊǘ ƻŦ ŀ ǊŜƎƛƻƴŀƭ ŀǇǇǊƻŀŎƘ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ŎƻƴǎŜǊǾŀǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ {ȅŘƴŜȅ ōŀǎƛƴΩǎ 

remaining biodiversity. 
 

Please bring your questions, something to share for supper, and labelled specimens 
for the plant table. 

 

LUGARNO-PEAKHURST UNITING CHURCH 
909 Forest Road Lugarno (opposite the Chivers Hill Lugarno shops) 

 

VISITORS WELCOME 

http://austplants.com.au/East-Hills
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A NOTE FROM THE PRESIDENT 

I hope you all enjoyed the wonderful rain even if it was a little inconvenient at times. Our 
garden has certainly appreciated it, with lots of new growth and of course lots of weeds 
suddenly appearing. It has been very strange weather as October is normally a very dry month 
and yet at the time of writing this note we have had 15 wet days so far this month. 

Liz and I are off to Tasmania for two weeks at the end of October and so we will miss the 
November meeting. However Graham Walters and/or Karlo Taliana have agreed to run the 
meeting. 

I attended a APS NSW Board meeting on Saturday 20th October. One of the main activities was 
to review APS NSW's performance and identify where we need to improve. One of the obvious 
conclusions of the review was how dependant APS NSW is on a very small number of people ς 
the President, Secretary, Membership Officer, Treasurer and the editor of Native Plants for New 
South Wales. These people put in considerable time keeping APS NSW going and we have to 
find ways of reducing the burden on these people before they say enough is enough! 

Finally, in December we will be having our East Hills Group annual general meeting which, as in 
previous years, will also include a non-botanical activity, probably a musical presentation. All the 
positions on our committee will be up for re-election and I strongly urge you to consider 
standing for a position ς it's not a good look when a wife and husband are Treasurer and 
President respectively and are the signatories to our accounts.  

Graham Fry 
President, APS East Hills Group 
 
 
 

                 
 
 

     
 

Can you identify any of these plants?   
The plant pictured at top left and centre belongs to a monotypic genus. ς Editor. 
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APS NSW GATHERING 
 

SATURDAY 10 NOVEMBER & SUNDAY 11 NOVEMBER 2018 
 

This gathering will be hosted by the Sutherland Group at Loftus Community Hall, 

119-129 Loftus Ave, Loftus NSW 2232 

Talks, quiz, afternoon tea, plant sales 

$15 registration fee to help cover costs. 
 

Saturday, 10 November  

10.30 am ς  
12 noon 

Visit to member's garden: Meet at the garden of Joan Zande,  8 Bates Drive, 

Kareela. 

This is a beautiful formal style garden using Australian native plants and is a 
great example of what can be achieved on a typical suburban block with just a 
few challenges. 
 

12 ς 1 pm Lunch. Bring your own. Tea and Coffee will be available at the Community 
Centre. 
 

1 pm ς 5:30 pm Meeting: Talks, afternoon tea, trivia quiz, plant sales 
Loftus Community Centre, 119-129 Loftus Ave, Loftus NSW 2232  
 

 Guest Speaker: Lawrie Smith AM will make two presentations: 

¶ Principles of Garden Design, and  

¶ Shared Experiences: a career in Landscape Gardening. 
 

 Afternoon tea will present a good opportunity for members to socialise with 
plant enthusiasts from across Sydney and further afield.  
It is anticipated that native plants will be available for sale.  
 

 Trivia quiz conducted by Karlo Taliana to test your plant related knowledge. 

 

Sunday, 11 November  

*** This activity will be dependent on a show of interest on Saturday.*** 

Visit to Kamay (Botany Bay) National Park.  Kamay National Park is 20km by road from Sutherland, 

around 30 minutes driving time.  Park entry fee is $8 per car payable at the gate (coin machine) or 

at the visitors' centre. Bring your own morning tea and lunch. 

9.30am  Meet at the Kamay-Botany Bay Visitors Centre car park at  for an easy walk across to the 

coast and return to the visitors centre (total 2.5km). On this walk we will be looking for some of the 

130 plant species that Joseph Banks and Daniel Solander collected when they visited Kamay-Botany 

Bay with Captain James Cook in the Endeavour in 1770. The target for the day will be to see a 

minimum of 50 plants from the Banks list. 
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FROM OUR OCTOBER MEETING 

PLANT TABLE ς OCTOBER 2018 
Thanks to everyone who brought along plant specimens. 

 
Another spectacular plant table full of spring flowers!  As usual, 
Graham Walters has provided notes on a few of the plants. 
 
Callistemon sp. (Bottlebrush) (Photo at right: K Porritt) 
Chrysocephalum apiculatum (Yellow Buttons) 
Chamelaucium x Verticordia  ϥtŀŘŘȅΩǎ tƛƴƪϥ 
Chorizema ilicifolium (Holly Flame Pea) 
Dendrobium pugioniforme syn Dockrillia pugioniformis (Dagger Orchid) 
Dendrobium gracilicaule (Delicate Dendrobium) 
Eremophila calorhabdos (Red Rod Emu Bush) 
Eremophila mackinlayi (Desert Pride) 
Eremophila muelleriana (Round-leaved or Pound-leaved Eremophila) 
Grevillea excelsior (Orange Flame Grevillea) 
Grevillea georgeana 
Grevillea scapigera 
Hakea multilineata (Grass-leaf Hakea) 
Hibbertia scandens (Snake Vine or Guinea Flower) 
Hibbertia stellaris (Star Guinea Flower) 
Isopogon formosus (Rose Cone Flower) 
Leptospermum  'Love Affair' (Photo above right: K Porritt) 
Melaleuca nodosa (Prickly-leaved Paperbark) 
Melaleuca shiressii syn Callistemon shiressii  
Pileanthus vernicosis (Coppercups) 
Pimelea rosea  
Verticordia galeata 
Verticordia insignis(Photo above right: K Taliana) 
Verticordia nobilis (Photos at right: K Taliana) 
Verticordia ovalifolia (Oval-leaf Featherflower) 
Verticordia  plumosa (Plumed Featherflower)  

 

 

 

Chrysocephalum apiculatum (Yellow Buttons or Common Everlasting)  
This everlasting perennial herb is found in all Australian 
states and territories in a wide range of environments. 
The flowers and leaves of this species vary considerably 
in colour, shape and size, as does the size of the whole 
plant. The plant is decumbent, that is, the stems are 
prostrate but turn up at the ends.  Silky hairs cover the 
stems and leaves, giving the plant an overall grey-green 
appearance. The flowers are a bright golden-yellow and 
occur on the tips of the stems and rise up to 15cm above 
the ground in compound heads up to 2.5cm wide.  The 
plant is very useful in providing a bright splash of colour  
for much of the year. Propagation is easy from cuttings taken at any time of the year. 
(Photo: Warren and Gloria Sheather https://austplants.com.au/Chrysocephalum-apiculatum-Common-Everlasting ) 

 

https://austplants.com.au/Chrysocephalum-apiculatum-Common-Everlasting
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Eremophila calorhabdos (Red Rod Emu Bush) 

This attractive very drought-tolerant shrub has an 
interesting habit with long upright stems like spears or 
rods. Careful pruning can encourage it to be more 
dense but still retain the unusual upright habit. Bright 
pink to red nectar-rich flowers occur in winter and 
spring. In heavier soils it is advisable to form raised 
beds or plant in containers.  Very good for cut flowers. 
 
(Photo: Warren and Gloria Sheather 
https://austplants.com.au/Eremophila-calorhabdos-Red-Rod  ) 

 
 

Grevillea scapigera (Corrigin Grevillea)  ¢Ƙƛǎ ƛǎ ƻƴŜ ƻŦ !ǳǎǘǊŀƭƛŀΩǎ Ƴƻǎǘ ŀǘ-risk species, known 
only from a few small populations, mainly on road verges in the wheat belt of Western 
Australia.  There are distinct differences between the various populations, mainly in the foliage. 
Prostrate habit, may spread to about 2m in diameter. It is difficult to grow in areas with humid 
summers, but some success has been achieved with grafting. Strikes readily from cuttings. 
 

     
    Flower detail: J Douglas                            Plant: K Taliana            Flowers and butterfly: K Taliana 

 

 

Hakea multilineata (Grass-leaf Hakea)  

This large shrub or small tree, up to  5m tall, has linear leaves up to 20cm long by 15mm wide 

with numerous parallel veins. Bright pink 

flowers occur in winter and spring, growing 

in racemes about 5-7cm long in the leaf 

axils. These are followed by woody seed 

pods about 2cm long. The plant grows best 

in an open well drained sunny position but 

will tolerate some shade.  It is easily grown 

from seed. It is best suited to areas with low 

summer humidity, but grafting onto H. 

salicifolia has proved to be very successful , 

enabling it to be grown in previously 

unsuitable areas. 
(Photo: Warren and Gloria Sheather https://austplants.com.au/Hakea-multilineata  )  

https://austplants.com.au/Eremophila-calorhabdos-Red-Rod
https://austplants.com.au/Hakea-multilineata

