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From the Editor:           John Nevin 

We have certainly had a year to remember with 2020!  Our whole pattern of 
living has been changed by COVID-19 and the changeas will be with us until 
such time as our scientists come up with a safe and effective vaccine against 
the infection. 

Early on, local travel was restricted, and although we live 10 Kilometres out of 
town, a tank of petrol lasted our car almost three months.  Once local travel 
was allowed, I relished the opportunity to go bush again and inspect the 
recovery in progress from the devastating drought and fires. 

Many of us confined to home by the quarantining process have rediscovered 
gardening.  Certainly, the nursery trade reflects this, as most outlets have been 
largely bought out of stock.  The border closures have precluded visits to my 
favourite nurseries up and own the east coast.  Consequently, I have 
concentrated on planting what plants I have, and have weeded, pruned and 
mulched trying to remedy the year of neglect during the drought. 

I would hope to get planting in the Autumn, by which time the borders should 
be reopened and the nurseries restocked.  Climate change now means that 
Autumn, and not Spring, is the time to plant.  Our Summers are too hot now to 
allow for recent plantings to flourish. 

Many of us have become familiar with computer APPs such as ZOOM, and we 
have put on a few virtual meetings of our own using this technology.  Thank 
God for the NBN!  It has also been possible to sit in on the meetings of other 
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groups with ZOOM and I enjoyed VictoriaΩǎ CǊŜŘ wƻƎŜǊǎ ōƛŀƴƴǳŀƭ ǎŜƳƛƴŀǊ ƻƴ 
Prostantheras that I was also able to watch on ZOOM.  Maria Hitchcock, Ian 
Telford and Prof Jeremy Bruhl gave interesting presentations for this.  
However, internet presentations are no substitute for pressing the flesh and 
face to face networking.  

Our group has mainly confined itself to outside activities such as garden visits,  
bush walks and working bees.  These seem to have been relatively well 
ŀǘǘŜƴŘŜŘΣ Ǉƻǎǎƛōƭȅ ǊŜŦƭŜŎǘƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ΨŎŀōƛƴ ŦŜǾŜǊΩ ǿƛǘƘ ǿƘƛŎƘ ǿŜ ƘŀǾŜ ŀƭƭ ōŜŜƴ 
affected and the basic human need to socialise. 

Shortly, we will be having our Christmas gathering, Annual General Meeting 
and our Planning meeting.  So, put your thinking caps on ς what activities 
ǿƻǳƭŘ ȅƻǳ ƭƛƪŜ ǘƻ ǎŜŜ ƴŜȄǘ ȅŜŀǊΦ  5ƻƴΩǘ ōŜ ŀŦǊŀƛŘ ǘƻ Ƨƻƛƴ ǘƘŜ committee ς you 
will not be left stranded with all the decision making and planning.  We are a 
group and the essential ideal is to enjoy our plants together. 

                    

 

Grevillea Study Group Day                   by Barbara Nevin 

On Sunday 11th October, John and I attended the activity of the NSW section of 
the Grevillea Study Goup.  Peter Olde has recently taken on the leadership of 
the NSW section of this group and his first activity was held at the garden of 
Peter and MargaretΩs home at άThe Oaksέ near Camden and Picton. 

For those who have not been there, Peter and Margarets garden is on many 
acres and is set out to highlight Australian plants, especially Grevilleas.  It has 
been in many open garden displays and for some time was the site for the 
annual Grevillea Study Group plant sale. 

They are running a B&B as well as starting up a flower growing garden as part 
of the cut flower trade.  On arrival at the garden I was astounded by the sheer 
number of brightly coloured plants.  Of course, many of these will not grow in 
Armidale and those that will were many weeks ahead of us with their flowering 
ς Drool! Drool! 

Prior to the meeting commencing, we walked around the cut flower garden full 
of avenues of Grevilleas, Proteas, Waratahs, Chamaleuciums and many others 
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that the florists desire.  Even in a lovely garden like this it was reassuring to see 
many plants that had suffered greatly from the severe drought. 

The guest speaker for the activity of the dasy was Ewan Mills, a horticulturalist 
from the Botanic Garden at Mt Annan.  Ewan does much of the propagation for 
Mt Annan and Peter Olde has formed a close working relationship with him, 
sending material collected on his field work for grafting or cutting growth.  The 
main lesson for us was grafting techniques.   

Ewan prefers cutting grafts.  We have had a workshop in Armidale by Phil 
Trickett a few years ago on this.  Essentially, a rootstock is selected that strikes 
easily from a cutting.  A cutting is taken from this plant and the scion grafted 
onto the cutting and then planted as a grafted cutting.  The advantages of this 
technique are the ready availability of rootstock to graft onto when those 
plants are grown in the garden;  the ability to match cutting size to scion to 
match the cambium layers and ease of manipulation of the grafting tape 
(Nescofilm or Parafilm). 

For Grevilleas, he finds that Grevillea semperflorens is very suitable as a 
rootstock.  The other is Grevillea Ψ/ŀǊǊƛƴƎǘƻƴ CŀƭƭǎΩ όrivularis X acanthifolia).  
Both of these grow readily in Armidale and would be available for those 
seeking to graft Grevilleas. 

He emphasised the importance of sterility and uses alcohol to sterilise 
secauteers and a dilute bleach solution for the cuttings.  As he does a lot of 
grafting, he prefers good quality equipment and has secauteers of Japanese 
origin used in Bonsai work.  A wedge graft is used and high quality disposable 
box cutters are used rather than a scalpel (easier to use).   

The material is disinfected in the bleach solution, washed with water and then 
Ǉǳǘ ƛƴǘƻ ŀ ǎƻƭǳǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ ά9asy Rƻƻǘέ ƘƻǊƳƻƴŜΦ  !ƭǘŜǊƴŀǘƛǾŜƭȅΣ ǘƘŜ ά9asy Rƻƻǘέ 
powder, ƻǊ ǘƘŜ ƎǊŜŜƴ ά/ƭƻƴŜȄέ ƎŜƭ Ƴŀȅ ōŜ ǳǎŜŘ ǘƻ ǇǊomote root growth.  The 
graft is wound with grafting tape (Nescofilm) and this holds things together. 
The tape biodegrades in time, not needing to be removed. 

The cutting grafts are put into 30 mm peat plugs and into a mini greenhouse 
that holds about forty grafts.  This is placed onto a heated cutting bench until 
graft union and roots of the cutting appear.  They can then be potted up into 
potting mix to further develop and harden off until planted out. 
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There were a lot of questions asked and Ewan was very helpful with his 
answers.  He also indicated that Mt Annan had a data base of what plants were 
most compatible for grafting and indicated that he would arrange for Peter to 
get a copy to include in the Study Group Newsletter. 

 

    

 

Other issues dealt with included propagation of Persoonias, a group of plants 
that are notoriously difficult to propagate.  They graft onto Persoonia pinifolius 
rootstock with good success.  They also propagate from seed and find the 
secret is to crack the hard seedcase to let water in.  They do this using a vice so 
as to apply controlled pressure to the seed to crack the case without damaging 
the seed within.  This sounds very similar to the methods developed by the 
Eremophila Study Group to germinate Eremophilas from seed.  This had been 
notoriously difficult and since being solved has led to the entry into cultivation 
of many Eremophila hybrids. 

After the presentation there was a plant sale with people bringing along plants 
that they had propagated for sale, all at very reasonable prices.  Peter then 
took everyone around on a guided tour of the garden.  We missed this part as 
we had arrived early and had a look around before things started.  We 
managed to get back to Armidale by dusk. 

Dryandra polycephala at Silky Oaks, the Olde garden Sydney 
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All in all, a great day.  Peter is hoping to have regular meetings and to move 
the meeting venue around to enable people to see other gardens.  If people do 
not belong to a Study Group, then they should.  It is inexpensive and no special 
knowledge is required, just a love of the Australian flora. 

 

 
 
Wattle Day Visit to Nevin Garden              by Deirdre Waters 

 

Wattle day 2020 was celebrated on Sunday September 5th in the garden of 
John and Barbara Nevin.   Nineteen plant lovers gathered including some new 
faces.   Rosemary from Uralla came with Pat Laher and Bar (Barbara) from Ben 
Lomond, came with Liisa Atherton. It is always great to meet and welcome new 
people when they come and join in our gatherings. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Some of the group admiring a pruned specimen of Acacia flexifolia. 
L to R:  Lee Horsley, Rosemary, Pat Laher, Phil Rose, Bar, Liisa Atherton, John Nevin, 

Colin Mulquiney(red shirt), Colin Wilson and Deirdre Waters 
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The Nevin garden was such an appropriate venue as there were 63 different 
species of Acacia to see.  John had prepared a list of wattle species in 
alphabetical order and everyone received a copy of this and a supply of pens 
was also available to allow for note taking and comments.  Some of the species 
had (S) after the name indicating that John had seed available for anyone who 
wished to use the small envelopes provided and take some seed home to 
grow. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
John conducted a walk around the garden identifying the various Acacias with 
info as to where they grow naturally and from where he had managed to 

Acacia amoena 
from Apsley Falls 
area near Walcha 

Acacia pycnostachya 
(Bolivia Hill Wattle) 
with flower buds yet 

to open 
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acquire the plants.  Acacias flower at varied times with Acacia irrorata also 
ŎŀƭƭŜŘ ǘƘŜ Ψ/ƘǊƛǎǘƳŀǎ ²ŀǘǘƭŜΩΦ  This one is seen at Wollomombi Falls. 
Acacia diphylla can be seen in flower in December at Bakers Creek Falls 
Lookout, and some Acacias still had tight buds that would be open much later 
than September. Two prostrate form Acacias were Acacia baileyana and 
Acacia pravissima.  Heights varied with Acacia ingramii causing us to look up 
quite high to see its brilliant golden display  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

    

Naturally gardens are rarely if ever just one Genus and other Australian native 
plants created interest as well as the wattles.   Several Phebaliums had 
survived the drought conditions of 2019 and were in flower. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Penelope takes a close look at 
the phyllodes of Acacia flexifolia 
όŀƭǎƻ ƪƴƻǿƴ ŀǎ ǘƘŜ ΨōŜƴǘ ƭŜŀŦΩΩ 

wattle) 

Above:  Brachyscome formosa (Pilliga Posy) 
and L: Hovea lanceolata 


