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From the Editor:
The dry weather continues, with Armidale now having water restrictions for
the first time in living memory. While this is tough for gardeners, it is still
luxurious compared with the disasterous conditions in some towns, such as
Murrurundi, that are completely out of water, and having to truck it in from
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outside their area. It is a wake up call for us all, that climate change is a reality.
We are going to have to learn to grow our plants in extreme conditions that
will probably be with us for our lifetimes.
Over the years, I have regarded Armidale, with its cold winters, as a laboratory
to test various Australian plants for frost hardiness. We have all learnt from
this and greatly expanded the number of species that it is possible to grow in
Armidale. We now have this fresh challenge, but it is also an opportunity, to
learn how to garden in these new prevailing conditions.
So, do not be discouraged – each death creates a new planting opportunity,
and we can apply our experience to learn how to garden in these new
conditions.
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http://www.aps-armidale.org.au
by Barbara Nevin

Welcome to Autumn
We have not been able to do extra curricular activities over the last couple of
months as the drought has kept us busy with watering the garden. Every time I
start to get depressed I remind myself that we are not dependent on our
garden to make a living, thank goodness.
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Our visit to David Hardin’s garden was very interesting and while he is suffering
severely from the drought, he has some wonderful plans for when the
sustainable rains come. It should be a sight to see in a few years time.
Early in April we drove down to Hawksberry Racecourse for the rare plants
sale. They have a good array of native and exotic plants to see and buy.
What impressed us was how green the coastal strip is. Oh for the rain that they
have been having!
Our April Forum was very interesting. Ian Telford (Honorary Curator of the UNE
Herbarium) gave us an insight into the trip made by explorer Oxley from the
inland to the coast over 200 years ago.
I know that it is early but the next 6 months will fly until our AGM. Penelope
Sinclair has already indicated that she will be stepping down. With many new
members and some older members it is an opportunity to get some new blood
on the committee to guide the group in a new direction perhaps. Think about
how you can help, as all positions will be declared vacant, and there will be
time to talk to the current committee to find out about their jobs.
Hope to see you all at our next garden visits

Armidale Show 2019

by Patrick Laher

In spite of the drought conditions, there were an excellent number of entries in
the Horticultural Section in this year’s Show. The most pleasing aspect for me
was that there were at least three perhaps four, plant entries from non APS
members. I believe that the main purpose of our involvement in the Show is to
encourage the growing of Aussie plants and of lifting the profile of APS.
In fact, the Head Steward, Lee Robinson,
is now considering increasing the space
allocated to native plants to a full table
length (about three trestles).
My thanks to the contributions of Eric
and Penelope Sinclair.
At left is one of the winning entries of
Banksia integrifolia var montana
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Arboretum Report

by Patrick Laher

In early December we planted an assortment of plant species into some of the
garden beds. Later that month, a variety of spectacular Western Australian
Eucalypts became available locally. With permission from Ray Dufty (Armidale
Regional Council), we commenced the planting of these mallee Eucalypts, and
some other species, alongside the paths radiating out from our garden beds.
The first plantings consisted of E.youngiana, pyriformis, albida and leucoxylon
rosea. Some of these plants have doubled in height, no doubt assisted by
fortnightly watering. Since that initial planting, we have continued with
additional plantings and regular watering, including species from Mole Station
such as E.prava, torquata and forrestiana. Other species include Hakea
bucculunta and Brachyctiton populneus.
Will these plants survive? I believe that there is a very good chance that they
will survive. Severe frosts are the main limiting factor in growing many plants
from other parts of our country, but we have observed over many years that
frosts do not occur at the Arboretum due to the slope of the land and
microclimate provided by surrounding mature tall trees. It would be fantastic if
we were to leave a legacy of such beautiful flowering plants in such a public
place.

My Plants and Climate Change

by Patrick Laher

The unusually hot Summer has provided the opportunity to observe how the
plants in my garden are coping with drought and intense sunlight. The severe
frost of 2018 eliminated some plants from my garden and this year, the heat
and sun did the same. It has been a steep learning curve!
The plants most affected this year have been plants from the Rutaceae family
and especially Correa reflexa forms, Crowea and Boronia. Plants from this
group that received the sun most of the day, just didn’t survive, even with
watering, whilst the same group of plants in shade or semi shade have so far
survived. Correa glabra forms and hybrids have so far been unaffected.
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To try and reduce deaths of these lovely plants, I have recently planted seven
mallee Eucalypts to provide additional shade. I have also found that Croweas
and Boronias do not like summer water, especially once they have gone into
drought mode.
With the changing climate, I will try to plant out these species in the autumn
and have them established before summer to avoid watering them.
It is not all doom and gloom, as many plants are so far holding their own. I
have been surprised with the hardiness of the Grevilleas, such as G. victoriae,
lanigera and rosmarinifolia forms as well as G. iaspicula and many other
species. Mallee Eucalytus plants such E. kybeanensis and gregsoniana are going
alright as are Hovea lanceolata, Leionema elatius, Phebaium species, Lomatia
and Callistemon.
The large shrubs such as Acacia floribunda and longifolia (Torrington form) do
not seem to be affected by drought and intense sunlight and are continuing to
put on new growth.
Ed. These are important observations that Patrick has made. What species
have died on you during this summer? What has surprised you by thriving in
the testing conditions? Make a note and let us all know for this knowledge will
help us all in adjusting to the new conditions.

Garden Visits 0n May 18th
We have Garden Visits coming up on May 18th, and we have two interesting
gardens to visit. We meet at 1.30pm at the first garden and then move on to the
second garden, being there by 3 pm. We will have a BYO afternoon tea before
doing the garden walk.
Garden One at 1.30 pm meet at the garden of Kate and Stuart Green at 11
Sattler’s Road, opposite the Cemetery, and off Lynches Road. This garden is
largely planted with native plants. The older area has mature trees and shrubs
with parts being replanted. Adjoining is an extensive area with grassland,
garden beds and Eucalypt and Hakea windbreaks. Stuart does a lot of his own
propagation. .
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Garden Two By 3.00pm regather at the garden of Ken and Leontine Barnett at
50 Stony Ridge Road. To get there, travel along Rockvale Road, then into
Arundel Drive, and at the top of the hill, turn right into Stony Ridge Rd.
Number 50 will be on your right. OR continue along Rockvale Rd, turn into
Stony Ridge Rd, and follow round on the ridge. Number 50 will be on your
left. This is another large relatively new garden with plantings of shrubs and
trees and garden beds under way.
If you have any questions/comments contact Pat on 0427327719

Asterolasia exasperata named

by John Nevin

Many of us are now growing Asterolasias with the most often grown being
Asterolasia beckersii (previously known as Asterolasia ‘Dungowan Creek’),
Asterolasia asteriscophora ssp. asteriscophora from Victoria and Torrington,
and Asterolasia hexapetala from the Warrumbungles.
We now have a new species described for the Northern Tablelands. For many
years, botanists have been aware of an Asterolasia that grows at Bald Rock NP
and the Washpool/Gibraltar Range areas. This had some features of the
Sydney basin Asterolasia correifolia and hence had been called Asterolasia aff.
correifolia, indicating some similarity with the Sydney plant, although different.
In the Journal Telopea, vol 21:381-389 of 2/1/2019, Phillipa Alvarez and Marco
Duretto have carried out a reassessment of the Genus. Our plant has been
split off from its Sydney cousin and given species status in its own right, and
named Asterolasia exasperata.
This plant grows to 3 m tall and its stems have a dense covering of rusty brown
hairs. The leaves are simple, alternate, and the leaf blade is somewhat elliptic
to oblanceolate. The flowers are in an axillary umbel of up to three flowers.
The flowers are cream to pale yellow and somewhat smaller than those of
Asterolasia correifolia.
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Like most Asterolasias, it grows in moist situations and will probably require
supplementary watering in a garden situation. We now have 19 species and 7
subspecies of Asterolasia. We have six of these growing in our area viz
exasperata, hexapetala, beckersii, rupestris subsp. rupestris, rupestris subsp.
recurva and asteriscophora subsp. asteriscophora. How many are you growing,
or have you tried growing?

NB. Exasperata is derived from the Latin, exasperatus (covered with short
hard points; roughened) referring to the rough appearance of the stems and
inflorescences. In the paper, the authors also indicate an alternate origin of
the name as they sought to describe this new species.

Drought Hardiness of Plants

by John Nevin

It has been a tough summer, with record low rainfall and Armidale now on
water restrictions for the first time in living memory. We live out of town and
rely on rainfall only for our water. Although we have a lot of storage (220,000
litres) and a large roof area to catch any rainfall, we have run out of water
through last winter. This was perhaps exacebated by having two open garden
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scheduled for the spring and trying to keep some semblance of life in the
garden, we watered regularly by hose if there was no rainfall.
Since the open gardens, we have contined to selectively water some plants but
most have had to fend for themselves. As a result, there are now a lot of gaps
in the garden (or planting opportunities, as my wife calls them) that will keep
me busy when planting opportunies present themselves again one day. I
thought that it would be instructive to go over the losses and also to note the
survivors. It would be interesting to hear of the experience of other members
and to compare notes.
The following are some of the deaths:
Proteaceae – virtually all Waratahs (speciosissima, mongaensis, shady lady (all
three colours); high mortality rate in Isopogon anemonifolius and anethifolius;
Grevillea speciosa, juniperina Molongo, lanigera, lanigera X alpina, juniperina
Tingha prostrate; Banksia marginata, canei, integrifolia Angourie form;
Lomatia arborescens, tinctoria; Hakea nodosa.
Rutaceae – Boronia microphylla, denticulata; Asterolasia hexapetala, beckersii;
Zieria laevigata; Phebalium squamulosum ssp argenteum; Leionema coxii;
Correa reflexa –the lot, except for the Torrington form.
Myrtaceae – Melaleuca megacephala; Kunzea pauciflora; Leptospermum
Rudolph, Tickled Pink, lanigera, juniperinum.
Lamiaceae – Prostanthera cuneata, mellissifolia, incisa.
Fabaceae – Acacia gordonii, leptoclada.
Miscellaneous – Dodonaea boroniifolia, Coopernookia chisholmii, Eucryphia
moorei. Plants not yet established had difficulty, even with regular watering.
Some of the stand out survivors have been Correa lawrenceana (all types),
Correa glabra (red and green forms), Correa decumbens; most Phebaliums
have stood up well. In addition, local plants, especially those that do not come
from a moist habitat, have survived.
So what has been your experience? Does it match mine? Do you have some
stand out survivors? Any stand out “drop dead” in dry condition plants that we
should know about?
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Garden Visit to the Hardins

by Penelope Sinclair

In March a group of APS members were fortunate in being able to visit Dave Hardin’s garden
on the outskirts of Armidale, off Rockvale Road. Dave with his wife and 3 children have
owned the home on 6 hectares for the past 3 years
The house sits in a delightful bush setting among some
mature trees including the Stringybark Eucalyptus
caliginosa, and Yellow Box, Euc. Melliodora;
one of the latter had a great display of
mistletoe , Amyema pendula.
The site had once been part of a local gravel
pit from which the topsoil had been removed and not replaced. Dave has
attempted some early plantings but because of the poor soil and dry seasons he
has had limited success and in general the property looks very dry
The area is on a traprock base and the bush part has been overgrazed in the
past with very little understory remaining. Plans are afoot to regenerate the bushland with
local species of Eucalypts and Acacias initially. Dave has been collecting seed around the
Tableland as he travels. They are also keen to bring back the wildlife and Dave has made and
set up nesting boxes—one of which houses a pair of tiny Sugar Gliders. They also
have bee hives so a mix of good honey producing trees is a priority.
The garden area around the house will be planted with a mix of natives and
exotics. An amount of soil has been bought in and areas are now ready for
planting once the rains arrive.
Dave does most of his propagating from
seeds but also some from cuttings and
members enjoyed inspecting this part of the garden.
Because of the extended dry the propagating box and
shade houses are bursting at
the seams so a large number of
pots are set out on benches to
harden up, ready to go into the
ground. These benches have a
fixed, timed and efficient watering system, which uses minimal water
(modelled on Neil Wilson’s design) and which ensures the plants stay
healthy if the family are away.
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One of the shade houses, holding a mix of well grown exotic and native plants has proved a
nesting paradise for little birds which can fly in through the wider netting used around the
sides of the structure.
As mentioned, the previously established garden
beds have struggled under current conditions; it was
obvious that the Leptospermum horizontalis in this
side bed had flowered profusely last season as its
branches are now heavy with fruit. It was interesting
to see how well it had survived the dry conditions.
There was still water in a small dam which has been
constructed close to the house –
water can be pumped to this one from an original dam at the bottom of
the property. The edging Cyperaceae are surviving though not yet
spreading; there are plans to revegetate the area and meanwhile there
is sufficient water to provide the family dog with an enthusiastic swim.
The afternoon ended with us enjoying our afternoon tea on the wide
verandah.
It was great to hear of the plans being made, and to see the preparations under way. We
look forward to another visit in the future when more plants are in the ground and
flourishing under better conditions. It also made the “townies” amongst us appreciative of
the water which flows from our garden taps! Thank you to Dave and Tania for your
hospitality.

Growing Xanthorrhoeas

by Barbara Nevin

Today, Saturday 4 April, I listened to one of our life members, Maria Hitchcock,
speaking on the ABC Gardening Show at 8.30 am. One of the topics she
touched on was Xanthorrhoeas.
I would just like to add a good idea that was given to us at a Fred Rogers
weekend by the President of the Bendigo Group about planting Xanthorea
seedlings.
Get a piece of poly pipe (6 “ x 20 “ or 16 cms x 50 cms), secure a piece of shade
cloth over one end of the pipe so as to retain added potting mix.
Fill with native potting mix. Plant your seedling into the top and as they have
long roots they will grow straight to the bottom. When planting on into the
garden, dig a deep hole to accommodate the contents of the pipe.
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The Grass Tree can then slide out of the pipe with minimal root disturbance.
It is marvellous what hints you can obtain from experienced gardeners when
you attend native plant gatherings.

Eucryphia jinksii

by John Nevin

Photo: Botanist David Jinks in 2018, returned to visit the Springbrook Leatherwood he discovered in
1993. (Supplied: David Jinks; ABC Gold Coast: Tom Forbes)

If you have not heard of the Springbrook Leatherwood tree, it could be
because it was discovered at the same time as another living fossil, the
Wollemi Pine. Botanist David Jinks was walking through a remote
section of the Springbrook National Park, west of the Gold Coast, in
1993, when he found an unusual looking rainforest tree.
Dr Jinks collected samples of the tree, and testing revealed that it was
an undescribed species of Eucrypthia, an evergreen plant of
Gondwanan origin, examples of which are found only in Australia and
South America.
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There are Eucryphias in Tasmania, far north Queensland and New
South Wales and this one is a new discovery. A second stand of the
subtropical trees was then discovered inside the National Park. It is
estimated that there are as few as 400 plants in existence. The fact that
so few of them are now left probably means that they were on a natural
decline and they are surviving as a natural relic.
Former Queensland Herbarium Botanist, Dr Bill McDonald said that the
value of the Springwood Leatherwood cannot be underestimated, and
that it was one of the most significant botanical discoveries in Eastern
Australia over the last 50 years. The Leatherwood grows to about 30
metres and resembles many other rainforest trees but has some unusual
features, such as changing leaf sizes and shapes when it flowers.
A few months after Dr Jinks found the Springwood Leatherwood, a
former NPWS employee, David Noble, discovered the Wollemi Pine.
Located in a series of steep sided gorges within the Wollemi National
Park, west of Sydney, the coniferous tree was thought to be extinct. The
critically endangered tree attracted international attention and a recovery
plan was drawn up to manage the fragile population.
A decision was made 25 years ago to keep the location of the
Leatherwood secret just as the location of the Wollemi Pine was kept
secret to protect it from collectors. Dr Jinks agreed that the discovery of
the Wollemi Pine was significant but he believes that the Eucrypthia
Jinksii, which is named after him is more beautiful, with large white
flowers.

Photos from PlantNet and taken by Hugh Hicholson
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Apart from human intervention the other threat to the plant now relates
to water. They are dependent on permanent water, and with climate
change, rainfall patterns are changing and the Springwood National Park
is experiencing drier periods than it once did. The level of rain cloud,
which can supply up to 30 per cent of the rainforest trees water, is
gradually lifting. Nearby water extraction may also be impacting on the
ancient species.
Dr Jinks estimates the Springwood Leatherwood has been growing on
earth for up to 40 million years. While there have been multiple attempts
to propagate the tree, there has been only one successful planting which
occurred within the park. He is keen to get a PhD student to work on
finding more out about the tree.
Interestingly, the Botany Dept at UNE has one growing in its display
gardens. This might be a project to work on to get it into general
cultivation similar to the work to get the Wollemi Pine planted more
widely. I have seen Wollemi Pines in all sorts of locations all over the
world from Kew Gardens to Armidale backyards.
At the ANPSA meeting in Tasmania, we visited the Gondwanan Garden
where examples of Gondwanan plants were being grown, and the
Springwood Leatherwood was one that they did not have.
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NSW GATHERING: SATURDAY, 18 MAY, 2019
PLANTS WITH A BITE with GREG BOURKE, 1PM TO 3PM
Our next gathering of the year will be hosted by Blue Mountains Group at Blaxland
Community Hall, 33 Hope St, Blaxland (corner of Short St).
The guest speaker is Greg Bourke, Curator Manager of the Blue Mountains Botanic Gardens,
Mount Tomah. He will share about Australian carnivorous plants.
Greg is co-author of the authoritative book, Australian Carnivorous Plants.
He'll tell us about what they are, what they eat, how they capture their prey and how to grow
and maintain them.
So little is known about these plants, yet Australia has one of the worlds richest carnivorous
plant floras. Here's a lovely article by the PlantHunter on Greg's fascination with carnivorous
plants!
Greg's session will start at 1pm, followed by afternoon tea, and then he'll resume with how to
grow and maintain these fascinating plants.
Greg will bring along a small selection of carnivorous plants for sale, so ensure you come
early to grab one!
The cost for the gathering is $5 and visitors $10 (AGM is free) - please pay at the door to the
Blaxland Community Hall.

MORNING ACTIVITIES, 9.45 AM to 12 NOON
In the morning, there are two options for activities in the area (see the Program below for
more information):



A short walk along Pippa's Pass, led by Jim Ward - 9.45am for 10am start
A guided walk around the Glenbrook Native Plants Reserve and Nursery, 10am

After that, people can make their way to the Blaxland Community Hall for the afternoon's
activities, which includes the AGM. Lunch is BYO, with afternoon tea provided.

PROGRAM FOR THE DAY
9.45am for 10.00am
start

Short walk Pippa’s Pass, led by Jim Ward. Meet at Blaxland Library
car park, 33 Hope St., Blaxland at 9.45am for 10am start. The walk is
a little rough at the start with a few uneven steps and may be slippery
if wet but it then levels out and becomes easier. We would expect to
see some of the common Blue Mountains species such as Xanthosia
pilosa and the Green Grevillea, Grevillea mucronulata, which occur
near the start of the walk.

10.00am

Glenbrook Native Plant Reserve and Nursery, 41 Great Western
Highway, Glenbrook (Opposite Tourist Information Centre), for a
guided walk around the reserve and an opportunity to buy plants.
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Make your own way to Blaxland Community Hall, 33 Hope St,
Blaxland (corner Short St).
12.00 - 12.30pm

Lunch - bring your own. Tea and coffee provided

12.30 - 1.00pm

AGM

1.00 - 2.00pm

Greg Bourke - 'Plants with a bite'

2.00 - 2.30pm

Afternoon tea and plant sales

2.30 - 3.00pm

Greg Bourke - 'Growing and maintaining Australian carnivorous
plants'

Here is a printable form of this information: click to open a PDF
To help with catering and logistics, please register
for the event on the website: REGISTER.
You'll receive an email with all the details of the
event.

* * * * *

ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING, 12.30 TO 1.00PM
The Annual General Meeting will be held in the Blaxland Community Hall, 33 Hope
Street Blaxland, from 12.30 to 1pm.
The 2018 Annual Report has been loaded on the website: Annual Report 2018.
Here is the agenda for the AGM: Agenda and minutes of last year's AGM.
We're pleased to announce that we will be asking members to endorse two life
memberships to Australian Plants Society NSW, being:



Barry Lees of North Shore Group
Lloyd Hedges of Menai Wildflower Group

Please send any questions of a financial nature arising from the Annual Report to us
by either email, or post by midday, Wednesday, 15 May 2019. Responses will be
provided to members at the AGM.
If you'd like to nominate someone to join the Board (or Council as it is officially termed),
please complete this form and return it by the due date - 14 days before the AGM:
Nomination form.
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Tree Group Corridor Planting

by Patrick Laher

With the generous help of 50 volunteers on Saturday, we planted out 2000 trees
and shrubs to add to the Saumarez Creek Corridor!

The planting will form part of a habitat block at the Enmore Travelling Stock
Route on Salisbury Waters. The Saumarez Creek Corridor will consist of habitat
patches and stepping stones (smaller plantings) and will eventually stretch from
Dangars Falls to Invergowrie, providing a link between the two sides of the
escarpment. It was a great day and we would like to thank everyone who came
along for their hard work.
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For Your Diary
Saturday 18th May at 2 pm Garden visits – directions have been sent out by
Penelope. Don’t forget your afternoon tea.
Sunday 26th May Markets in the Mall
Saturday 1st June 1-5 pm Arboretum Working Bee
Saturday 22nd June 11.30am Solstice Barb-B-Q at Dangars Falls. More
information closer to date.
Sunday 30th June Markets in the Mall
Saturday 6th July 1-5 pm Arboretum Working Bee
Weekend 20-21 July Pilliga Scrub Weekend. Leave early Saturday morning
and there will be car pooling. Stay at Binnaway Barracks on Saturday night.
This costs $40 which includes single room, communal showers and continental
breakfast. On Sunday visit Anthony and Annabelle O’Halloran’s Nursery “Bilby
Blooms” at Binnaway. Payment will be in a week prior to the trip to secure the
accommodation booking. EOIs to John Nevin or Penelope Sinclair.
Sunday 28th July Markets in the Mall
Friday 2nd August 2 pm Committee Meeting at Carol Fullalove’s house.
Saturday 3rd August 1-5 pm Arboretum Working Bee
Saturday 17th August 2 pm Forum at ASCA House “Koals and Native Plants”
with guest speaker Denise Friedman from Uralla.
Sunday 25th August Markets in the Mall with display and sale of Wattles
Sunday 1st September Celebration of Wattle Day Luncheon at the Railway
Hotel. Arrive at 12 md.
Saturday 7th September 1-5 pm Arboretum Working Bee
Saturday 21st September Garden visit to Heatherbrae, home of Richard Bird
and Lynne Walker at Black Mountain.
Sunday 29th September Markets in the Mall
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Friday 4th October 2 pm Committee Meeting at Nevin’s home
Saturday 5th October 1-5 pm Arboretum Working Bee
Weekend 19-20 October Mole Station Weekend for field trip and collect
plants for St Peters Open Gardens weekend.
Sunday 27th October Markets in the Mall
Friday 1st November Set up for plant sale at St Peters Open Gardens at 112
Eathorpe Road, Armidale.
Weekend 2-3 November St Peters Open Gardens and plant sale.
Saturday 16th November 2 pm Annual General Meeting at ASCA House with
election of office bearers and members night.
Sunday 24th November Markets in the Mall
Saturday 7th December Christmas Lunch and plant swap.
Friday 13th December 2 pm at Armidale tree Group, Committee and members
planning meeting for 2020 calendar.
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