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Contact Us:
Armidale & District Group
President:

Phil Rose

PO Box 735, Armidale NSW 2350
Ph. 6775 3767

prosecarwell@bigpond.com

Secretary:

Helen Schwarz

Ph. 6772 1584

woshes@bigpond.com

Treasurer:

Carole Fullalove

carole.fullalove94@live.com.au

From the editor: Dear members, this is your newsletter and all articles, snippets and photos are welcome.
The issue deadlines are 3 weeks before the Business Meetings for February, May, August and November.
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OFFICEBEARERS FOR 2014/15
President:
Phil Rose
Phone: 6775 3767
Vice President:
Colin Wilson
Secretary:
Helen Schwarz
Phone: 6772 1584
Treasurer:
Carole Fullalove
Membership officers:
Colin Mulquiney and Ingrid Kalf
Auditor:
John Nevin
Markets in the Mall,
Outings and Arboretum Coordinator: Patrick Laher
Phone: 0427327719
Newsletter Editor,
Neil Wilson
Phone: 0434196604
OHS and Environmental Officer:
e-mail: hn2905@gmail.com
Hospitality:
Glenda Mulquiney
Publicity Officer:
?
Monthly Plant List Coordinator:
Suzanne Robertson
Our website: http://www.aps-armidale.org.au/ Webmaster:
Neil Wilson

President’s message
By now many of us will have replied to the survey from our State Committee seeking our views on
the future of the Society. The results will contribute to the discussion at the meeting of representatives
from all branches at the end of May at Parramatta. This is a worthwhile exercise as much has changed since
the Society was formed some time ago. What has not changed is the core driver which holds us all
together, which is the enjoyment of growing and promotion of our native flora. We wish the decision
makers well in their deliberations.
Congratulations to Maria Hitchcock in opening her garden under the Botanic Open Gardens
scheme to be held on Sunday the 29th May. I hope many of our members will be able to visit. Carole and
Penelope have offered to support a stand on behalf of APS to promote our branch to interested future
members. I am sure they would appreciate any help other members could offer. We are also working
towards new initiatives on the day, such as a new banner and promotional material. Thanks to Ingrid for
help on both of these projects.
Another project which is quietly moving along is the compilation of the plants which are being
grown by our members. Suzanne has put tremendous effort into collecting names of plants on display at
each meeting. Once the data is condensed and updated for name changes (which have been considerable)
it will be released for use.
We are changing our meeting formats as we recognise that the meeting and forum on the same
night can be tiring. Tea and coffee will be available after the business meeting but the main supper will
follow the speaker, update of business meeting decisions, plant display/talk and raffle.
We are also taking an initiative to trial a Friday afternoon get together on the 13 th May at NERAM.
We will gather at 1.30 pm near the cafe for a tour of the Black Gully project. Although not a formal part of
the event no doubt some will have lunch before or coffee after the tour. Hope to see you there.
Hope some rain is falling at your place!

All the best,
Phil Rose

Page 2

APS Armidale 2016_2 Winter

Two plants of interest in our Garden

by Warren Sheather

Melaleuca brevifolia
Melaleuca brevifolia is known as the Mallee Honey-myrtle and is said to be a medium to tall shrub. Our
specimen, growing in rather harsh conditions, is just over one metre tall and is about 8 years old. Leaves are
small, narrow, about one centimetres long ; tightly clustered and spirally arranged around the stems. An
unusual feature is the two rows of glands on the under surface of the leaves (see image x 10). White or
cream flowers are arranged in spike-like inflorescences usually on older wood. Flowering occurs in spring
and summer. Blooms are very showy. Pruning, after flowering, prevents plants becoming straggly and
improves the floral display.

The Mallee Honey-myrtle has a rather disjointed distribution. The species is found in southern Western
Australia then reappears in southern South Australia, including Kangaroo Island and extends into southern
Victoria. The species was known as Melaleuca neglecta and Melaleuca oraria.
The type specimen appears to have been collected on Bald Island part of Waychinicup National Park, east
of Albany in 1862.

Acacia atrox
In recent times we have been involved in the propagation of rare and threatened species, from the
Northern Tablelands of NSW, in conjunction with the local Office of Environment and Heritage.
One species that we have attempted to propagate is Acacia atrox, a rare species from the Inverell district of
northern NSW.
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Acacia atrox is a dense shrub that reaches a height from 0.5 metres to six metres in height. The bark is greybrown and becomes fissured with age. The phyllodes are light green to blue-green, up to five centimetres
long and in the shape of sharp
spines. The flowers are held in
globular clusters and are cream to
pale yellow. Flowering is sporadic
throughout the year. Pods or seeds
have never been seen. Plants appear
to increase by root suckers. An
interesting feature is the galls that
develop in the phyllodes. They
assume the shape of Hakea fruits
(see image). There is also a report of
the appearance of a butterfly or
moth cocoon in the shape of the
galls.
We were supplied with some branches and root suckers. We had no success with either cutting or root
sucker propagation. Because of the savage phyllodes preparing cuttings was painful and difficult. In all our
decades, of cutting propagation, this was the first time that we had to remove foliage with pliers.
Acacia atrox is certainly not for the average garden. Perhaps if plants ever become available they could be
used for the creation of impenetrable hedges. No doubt small birds would use them for secure nesting
sites.
A. atrox was named in 2000. The species name means fierce, savage, severe or terrible. All describe the
effect of the phyllodes exactly. Atrocious is a derived from the same source.

Tenterfield Excursion 16th-17th April 2016 by Penelope Sinclair
A small group (Phil, Penelope, John, Pat and a visitor Camile, from France) met Sarah and David Caldwell at
the Rotary Park Tenterfield. After
morning tea we followed the
Caldwells to their recently
acquired property about 18k east
of Tenterfield. “Wingfield” is an
interesting and challenging
property, being one of the many
failed “farm forestry” projects.
Fortunately, when planted to a
monoculture of Eucalyptus saligna
(Sydney Blue Gum), scattered
areas of native vegetation were
left so there remains a reasonable
seed bank of native species. The country is hilly with some steep slopes and several creeks.
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At the property everyone took a position in the 4WD vehicles and hanging on tight, we were driven down
some steep, rough tracks with overhanging Acacia filicifolia (Fern-leaved wattle) to the Quigeram Creek.
Euc. saligna is endemic to the area and there are some magnificent specimens in the natural bush. The first
scramble was down the creek to the top of a
(currently dry) waterfall. Tree ferns, Dicksonia
antartica, were growing in the gullies and various
Cyperaceae, Lomandra, Dianella, herbs e.g.
Persicaria decipiens (Slender Knotweed) and ferns
such as Maiden Hair Adiantum atroviride and Pellaea
falcate (Sickle fern) edged the rocky creek. On rocks
facing the small gorge were the Rat’s Tail orchid,
Dockrillia sp., and a Dendrobium sp; Tongue Orchids
,Dockrilla linguiformis formed a mass on another
rock face and were examined closely. Unfortunately
none were in flower at this time.
We then followed the track on foot, up a
ridge and down to another creek. This
allowed us to appreciate the changes in
vegetation with altitude and aspect;
rainforest species were growing on the
lower slope Backhousia myrtifolia (Grey
Myrtle), Pittosporum undulatum (Sweet
Pittosporum), Trochocarpa laurina
(Waddy Wood), Trema aspera (Native
Peach); many were festooned with

creepers e.g. Cissus antartica (Native
Grape), was carrying plenty of fruit
which were sparingly sampled and
found to be quite astringent.
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Large trees Angophora subvelutina (Broad leaved
Apple), Euc. Melliodora (Yellow Box), Euc.
Microcorys (Tallow Wood) higher up the slopes
had an understory of Banksia integrifolia (Coastal
banksia), Bursaria spinosa (Black Thorn), Lomatia
silaifolia (Parsley Bush), Allocasuarina littoralis
(Black She-oak), and A. torulosa (Forest oak). There
were lots of stops for discussions. Grass trees,
Xanthorrhoea sp. were also growing on the slopes.

Apart from those on the Banksia trees and
some herbs there were not many flowers to
be seen.
We did see a gloriously flowering Chain fruit
Alyxia ruscifolia - below.

The Swainsona galegifolia (Smooth Darling Pea) was
loaded with pods but this one the only
flower seen to photograph.
Another creek walk revealed magnificent
Casuarina cunninghamiana ( River She
Oaks), reaching to the skies while
Elatostema stipitatum (Rainforest Spinach) –
below - was common amongst the rocks.
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It was also in this area that several of us
unknowingly collected and fed some leeches!
Lunch followed and was enjoyed beside some of the
older endemic Blue Gums and amongst different
herbs and grasses. After a leisurely return to the
top, we headed back to Tenterfield.
We were taken to the Tenterfield Park, a grassy
woodland on the outskirts of town. Here the
Tenterfield Naturalists have worked hard clearing
out noxious weeds e.g. Pyracantha and Privet,
keeping the paths open, and planting out some local
species as understory and safe bird havens.
We spent the night in Tenterfield and the next
morning drove to out to Mole Station Native
Nursery where members had the privilege of
exploring the wonderful and extensive nursery,
collecting and buying plants for our gardens.The
surrounds also revealed some beautiful and unusual
plants e.g. this Hakea fraseri.

Morning tea was provided by Sarah and enlivened by the
presence of a pair of Yellow Robins flitting above our heads.
Many thanks to Sarah and David for sharing their property with
us, providing a fascinating day, and allowing us to explore and
buy from their Nursery.
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Banners for Markets, Events etc.

by Neil Wilson

During the April meeting, Ingrid put forward some
ideas on banner designs for us to consider. The
members at the forum were shown three designs of
which two were voted to be most popular. Based on
this survey, Phil and I attended the printers to look
into production of the banners discussed. We can
print two retractable banners (which were the two
designs selected by members at the forum) for $550
but subject to further negotiation at time of
production. They are of good quality for outdoor use
with an expected lifespan of at least 5 years without
any loss in colour etc.
The printers were very satisfied with the design and
quality of Ingrid’s work. Well done Ingrid! Thanks to
Col Mulquiney for his brilliant images.
Two new designs for consideration are as shown
right.

Blue -Banded Bees Revisited

by Patrick Laher

In last year’s autumn Newsletter, I wrote about a native Blue-Banded Bee that was extracting pollen from
some of my flowers. Well, great excitement, as this summer I counted four of these bees!
I was able to count them because in my garden billabong, I had planted
about 40 tubes of the Chocolate Lilly [Dichopogon fimbriatus] - pictured on which the bees were feeding. The plants in this billabong are now a
year older and have grown up to be robust and floriferous. These lilies
flower until midday after which the flowers of the Blue Grass Lily [Caesia
parviflora] open up and feed the bees for the afternoon. I still wasn’t
able to count the number of iridescent blue bands which identify the
sexes, because they were just too busy for me!
It was interesting to watch a Blue Banded Bee trying to extract pollen
from Eremophila mackinlayi. This blue flowering plant has a long corolla,
and the bee was nervous about entering into the flowering tube. It took
the bee three goes to enter into the corolla, and it did this with all the flowers on the plant that it visited!
The following is an up-to-date list of plants from my garden that have been used by the Blue Banded Bee.
Their favourite plants are shown with an ’ f ’:
f

Caesia parviflora [Blue Grass Lily] , f Cheiranthera telfordii [Finger Flower], f Dichopogon fimbriatus
[Chocolate Lily], f Eremophila mackinlayi, Eustrephus latifolius [Wombat Berry], Hibbertia vestita,
Isotoma anethifolius, Murdannia graminea, Pimelea linifolia, Senna coronilloides [Bolivia Hill], Thelionema
caespitosum, f Thysanotus tuberosus [Fringe Lily], f Veronica arenaria [Derwentia arenaria], Westringia
eremicola.
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The Armidale Tree Group nursery has bee and insect motels in two
sizes for sale. Unfortunately, the nest boxes are not suitable for the
Blue Banded Bee and I have modified mine to also stimulate clay
embankments [see photos]. It’s only the female Blue Banded Bee

who use this sort of motel
accommodation; the boys roost nearby
on a plant stalk or stem. With these
modifications and including other
materials, I hope that a variety of bees and insects may use my nest box. Apparently, it can take up to 2
years for bees to use the nest box. There are examples on display of how to complete the motels or the info
can be viewed on line on Megan Halcrofts site, www.beesbusiness.com.au.
Stop Press: 28/04/2016 Two of the holes in the top left clay block are plugged up – indicating an insect has
nested in them. Watch this space next summer!

Mystery Pest Remedy

by Phil Rose

At the last forum I brought in specimens of caterpillars (see the attached photo) which are causing
considerable damage to our bottlebrushes. The
usual systemic insecticides offered no control.
Penelope Sinclair offered to identify the pest. She
advised "that the insects eating our Callistemon and
Melaleuca are Sawfly larvae- part of the
Hymenoptera or wasp/ant group”. The
www.australianmuseum.net.au has a good article.
The species is probably Pterygophorus cinctus. One
article suggested using the same insecticide as for caterpillars and someone at the meeting had used Dipel
successfully. The Yates product “Yates Success Ultra Insect Control” was also recommended.
We have now trialled the Yates product and found it to be very effective. It is based in Spinetoram which is
derived from natural soil bacteria. It has contact and residual control and becomes resistant to rain after six
hours.
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Notice to all APS NSW Members,
The annual report for APS NSW 2105 is on the website for your reference. Please follow the link below.
http://austplants.com.au/kunena/23-aps-district-group-business-and-newsletters/482-annual-report2013.html
Sharlene Cormack
Administration Officer
Australian Plants Society

{The following is an EXTRACT from ‘The AGE’ Newspaper – only the content concerning Maria is included.
The full article can be found at: http://www.theage.com.au/entertainment/people-power-savesendangered-species-in-the-plant-world-20150815-giz8au.html -ed}

People power saves endangered species in the plant world
Date August 21, 2015 - 11:45PM
Megan Backhouse
“Correa collector, nurserywoman and all-round Australian plant enthusiast Maria Hitchcock loves that
story” (about the Wollemi Pine – ed). “She likes that such an old and rare tree can be conserved largely
through popular cultivation. It reflects something of the power-of-the-people thread of her own work with
Australian plants.
Hitchcock, who lives in the Northern Tablelands of NSW, was
in Melbourne this month to speak about gardening with
correas, including rare and endangered species yet to be
widely cultivated. She first took to the genus in the 1970s
when the plant with its bell-shaped, bird-attracting flowers
‘was still obscure in NSW’ and a friend gave her a couple of
different types.

the genus.

Before long she was a full-blown collector. Hitchcock, who
now holds the official national Correa collection, has a
couple of hundred different Correas growing in her Armidale
garden. Five years ago she wrote a book on the subject and
how they mainly hail from temperate Victoria and SA but can
also be found in Tasmania, as far north as the border
between NSW and Queensland and as far west as Eucla in
Western Australia. Now she also has a website devoted to

But that is really just the start of her devotion to Australian plants. The Acacia is another of her interests
and the subject of another of her books. Hitchcock was instrumental in Acacia pycnantha – long popularly
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regarded as one of Australia's ‘iconic’ wattles – being officially named as Australia's floral emblem in 1988.
And then, more controversially, for getting September 1 proclaimed (in 1992) as National Wattle Day.
While Australians have celebrated a startof-spring Wattle Day - off and on -for
more than a century, Tim Entwisle has in
recent years been putting the case for a
date change. In his book Sprinter and
Sprummer: Australia's Changing
Seasons the Royal Botanic Gardens
Victoria chief argues that given Australia's
‘flowering spring’ – including wattles –
starts in late July and early August the
date should be moved forward a month.
Having Wattle Day on September 1,
Entwisle says, ‘does no more than reinforce’ the European seasons.
Hitchcock is, however, unmoved. ‘It should stay on 1 September because that is the traditional date. There
are still wattles flowering then and wattles flowering later, ’she says. ‘From my experience Australians hate
change and I think Tim will have a lot of trouble trying to convince people.’
Hitchcock sees herself as a regular citizen, albeit one with a nursery and a strong online presence, who is
promoting the wider celebration and cultivation of Australian flora. She "would love to see" people
growing more endangered specimens in the way they now tend their Wollemi Pines.
On her nursery website she has established both a Save Our Flora register ‘for people interested in
conserving Australia's threatened and endangered flora’ as well as a waratah and flannel flower study
group for enthusiasts of these plants that are notoriously tricky to grow.
‘Let's try to involve as many people as we can and give them the right information about growing these
plants,’ she says. ‘A lot of people think gardens are just ornamental things that enhance the house . . . but
gardeners can be doing something to help the environment.’
She wants people to focus on growing rare flora to stem losses brought about by climate change. ‘A
number of orchids are at risk, so are some of the mint bushes, plants along coast lines are going to have big
problems, some of our desert flora is at risk because our deserts are greening up. The Government has
limited resources. We need to bring people in and use the resources of the population.’
Go to www.coolnatives.com.au to see Hitchcock's nursery and links to her other sites.”

See Maria’s garden on Sunday 29th May 2016
Botanic Gardens Aus and NZ Open Gardens:71 Gardens are now involved in the BGANZ Open Day
including Tamworth and Coffs Harbour. This is an Open
garden with a difference.
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Gates Open: 9:30am – 4:30pm

‘Fangorn’ Private Botanic Garden

Entry: Adults $5.00 Children Free

Maria Hitchcock
16 Hitchcock Lane, Armidale NSW 2350

Parking: on the Lane

(4kms W of UNE off Old Inverell Rd)

Garden tours: 10:30 am, 12:30 pm, 2:30 pm
Plant sale: 9:30 am, 11:30 am, 1:30 pm, 3:30
pm

Featuring the National Correa Collection
Waratah Collection
Aboriginal plant usage trail

Stone wall building demonstration:

Botanical treasure hunt

9:30 am, 11:30 am, 1:30 pm

Garden Clubs Displays

Refreshments
All proceeds to the Red Cross (except for plant
sales)

Plus Banksias, Grevilleas, Wattles and
much more

The aim is to educate people through a range of activities. People will be able to pick up one or more
laminated sheets from the front table and follow the 'Botanical Treasure Hunt'. Children should find these
activities appealing.
Ø I'll have a freebie table for people to help themselves. If anyone has any gardening magazines or
books they would like to recycle they should bring them along to the next meeting.
Ø I'd also like bulk seed of wattles/eucalypts/tea-trees, etc. to make up into small envelopes of free
seed with instructions. The seed has to be correctly labelled and should be reasonably fresh.
Ø I want to make up a display of seed capsules/cones etc. and would love donations of any unusual
forms.
I am inviting APS to set up a static display to publicise the
group. Members are invited to visit the garden that day.
Please mark the date on your calendar.

Maria
Some treasures in store for visitors:Correa pulchella x 'Annabell' one of Bywong Nursery's
induced hybrids. This is a brilliant Correa which flowers
most of the year.

Correa pulchella x 'Ice Princess' a
new Correa which has been added
to the collection [left].
Correa pulchella x 'Rose Velvet' from
Phil Hempel's garden which was
wrongly labelled as 'Pink Mist'. The
flower and leaves are much larger.
[right]
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FOR YOUR DIARY
13

1:30pm Meet at NERAM coffee shop then have a guided tour with
Dave Carr, on the Black gully plantings and landscaping. Followed by
Coffee. Details in an email soon.

17

Business meeting at 6.00 pm in ASCA House Armidale. All welcome.
followed by the Forum at 7.30 pm:
Speaker: Patrick Laher & Neil Wilson - Potted Plants.

29

8.00-12.30 Markets in the Mall

29

9:30am – 4:30pmBotanic Gardens Aus and NZ Open Gardens:Maria Hitchcock, 16 Hitchcock Lane Armidale. Details above.

May

June

4

1:00- 4:00pm Arboretum working bee. To Be Confirmed.

?

Maria has tentatively offered a smoke water workshop at Fangorn
after the Open Day. People can fill their own bottles. Details to follow.

19

10:30am Visit Colin Wilson’s Garden – Details to follow
12:00pm SOLSTICE LUNCHEON at the ‘TOP PUB’ Uralla.

26

8.00-12.30 Markets in the Mall

July

31

8:00-12:30 Markets in the Mall.

August

6

1:00 - 4:00pm Arboretum working bee.

8

Deadline for Newsletter articles to be tendered.

9

Newsletter issued (and posted).

16

Business meeting at 6.00 pm in ASCA House Armidale. All welcome,
followed by the Forum at 7.30 - 9.30pm.
Speaker:John Hunter on the Tingha Plateau. To Be Confirmed.

20-21 APS NSW Get Together hosted by the Tamworth Branch
27
28

8:30am - 5:00pmTingha Plateau Outing.To Be Confirmed.
8:00-12:30 Markets in the Mall

1:00pm Wattle Day Luncheon at Grand Hotel. Details to follow
Some of Patrick’s potted plants on his verandah. Get the lowdown
on how he keeps them looking so good at the May Forum.
A full list of events can be found on our website at
http://www.aps-armidale.org.au/calendar1a.html
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MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION / RENEWAL FORM for Australian Plant Society (ABN 87 002 680 408)
MEMBERSHIP TYPE: (please tick appropriate box )

Annual Fee

Concession

Single

$53

$45

Joint (two adults at the same address)

$61

$53

Concession applied for:

Limited Fixed Income

Full Time Student

PERSONAL: Joint members please complete a) and b)
a) Mr Mrs Miss Ms Dr other

b) Mr Mrs Miss Ms Dr other

Given Name(s):

Given Name(s):

Surname:

Surname:

Postal Address:
Postcode:
Tel: Home (
Fax: (

)

Work: (

)

)

Email:

Please return form with payment to: Membership Officer, APS Armidale Branch, PO Box 735, Armidale
NSW 2350
PAYMENT: $……………… is enclosed by:

□ Cash
□

Cheque, payable to APS Armidale Branch

□

Money Order, payable to APS Armidale Branch

□ EFT is available, please email the membership officer if you are paying by this method
Name of Account: APS Armidale and District
BSB: 932000
Account No: 642450
Include your surname as a reference to allow payments to be allotted to you.
IF APPLICABLE:

□ I do NOT wish my contact details to be made available to other members.
Signature:

…………………………………………
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