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OFFICEBEARERS  FOR 2015/16 

President:               Phil Rose            Phone: 6775 3767 

Vice President:              Colin Wilson   

Secretary:               Helen Schwarz             Phone: 6772 1584 

Treasurer:               Carole Fullalove    

Membership officers:                           Colin Mulquiney and Ingrid Kalf 

Auditor:               John Nevin 

Markets in the Mall, 

Outings and Arboretum Coordinator: Patrick Laher           Phone: 0427327719 

Newsletter Editor and     Neil Wilson            Phone: 0434196604  

OHS and Environmental Officer:              e-mail: hn2905@gmail.com 

Hospitality:                Glenda Mulquiney 

 

Monthly Plant List Coordinator:         Suzanne Robertson 

Our website: http://www.aps-armidale.org.au/   Webmaster:  Neil Wilson   

 

President’s message  

 

Congratulations to Tamworth Region for the excellent programme for the State Get-together to be 

held on 19th to 21st August. There are a wide range of topics from practical growing advice to wider 

visions of woodlands and wetlands and visits to local gardens. Simply there is something there for 

everyone so I encourage as many as possible to attend the whole or part of what is on offer. 

Further details are in the latest edition of Native Plants for New South Wales and in this 

newsletter. 

On the Friday before main proceedings, the presidents of each group will be meeting to discuss 

the Strategic Planning meeting held in May. The report from the meeting shows detailed response 

and thought to the answers members provided to the survey earlier in the year. Occasional 

visionary planning is extremely valuable to stay relevant but it also important to select a few key 

goals to be actually achieved in a short time span. 

In Julia and my recent visit to Kew Gardens, we were impressed with the display of Eucalyptus 

which were happily growing without their usual predators. All other Australian flora were grown in 

a heated glasshouse and we could only wonder if most of them would not have been happier 

outside in free draining beds despite the cold weather. It was good to come home to some damp 

soil following three months of dry just before we left. 

Looking forward to an early Spring to start planting! 

All the best, 

Phil Rose 
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Visit to the Arid Lands Botanic Gardens            by Andrew Kollosche 

 

In March I travelled to Port Neill on the Eyre 

Peninsula of South Australia, staying two nights 

in Port Augusta. When visiting a new area, I like 

to explore when possible, so I picked up a local 

street map to find on the West side of the town 

is the Australian Arid Lands Botanic Gardens. 

With family matters attended to by late 

afternoon, I made my way to the Botanic 

Gardens where I collected various brochures 

about the walks and history of the gardens.  

 

Established in 1933 by the Port Augusta Council to promote a greater appreciation of Australia's 

arid plants and provide research and conservation. The gardens cover an area of 250 hectares and 

are a very popular tourist attraction.  

 

The visitor centre contains a gift shop, plant 

sales area and Cafe, before leaving I wandered 

around the plant sales area where there was a 

large range of arid land plants for purchase, 

before long I had a small box full of interesting 

specimens to complement our garden 

renovations, in particular Eremophila glabra, E. 

scaberula, E. nivea and E. rugosa, Calytrix 

tetragona and a couple of Cymbopogon 

ambiguus or lemon scented grass, (hoping these 

will survive in their new home adorning Jan’s 

newly made bush rock), regrettably the Triodia  

irritans or Porcupine grass was out of stock, oh 

well, next time. 

 

Before returning to the car I strolled around the 

extensive display garden taking numerous 

photos of the arid plants growing there. A 

special attraction was the Kangaroo Paw display. 
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I was tempted to do one of the short walks but found the flies were so ferocious that without 

some repellent it was not worth the effort! 

 

Before calling it a day I followed the sealed road to 

the popular Red Cliff lookout, some 30 metres above 

the surrounding landscape offering a view to the 

east, of Upper Spencer's Gulf and the Flinders 

Ranges in the far background which made for some 

great photos.  This was a good way to end a great 

day and my all too brief visit to Port Augusta. 

 

On my long drive back to Armidale I passed a 

dry creek bed some hours east of Broken Hill. 

The striking red colour of the soil on the 

creek banks compelled me pull over and take 

a walk down to the creek bed and take a 

photo of the three metre high water eroded 

banks.  

 

 

 

APS NSW 2016 Get-together     Tamworth 19—21 August 2016 

APS Tamworth Group is pleased to host the annual get-together on 19 -21 August 2016, with a seminar on 

Saturday morning followed by afternoon activities, and a range of activities on Sunday. Please register no 

later than Friday 5 August 2016. 

The Information Flyer is also attached as a pdf document. 

 

Pilliga Forest Tag-along    -    22 & 24 August, 2016  

Following the APS NSW Annual Get-together in Tamworth on 20 & 21 August, Anthony and Annabelle 

O’Halloran of Bilby Blooms will host a three day Tag-along tour of the Pilliga Forest north of 

Coonabarabran. 

Cost: $30, payable to Anthony  

 Bookings:  Contact Anthony O’Halloran: bilbyblooms@bigpond.com or  02 6844 1044 or 0429 441 044 
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  Four Grevilleas                                                by Warren Sheather 

       

The grevilleas are popular garden subjects. With many species and an array of hybrids there is one 

for every garden situation. 

These are five species that we either have 

growing or intend to grow. 

Grevillea scortechinii is known as the 

Backwater Grevillea. The Backwater area, 

near Guyra, is a stronghold of this species. 

Many specimens are growing along Paddy’s 

Gully Road. 

G. scortechinii is basically a ground cover with 

long stems. Plants will often use adjacent 

shrubs for support and the long stems will 

clamber amongst the branches. 

Leaves are large, leathery, deeply divided and 

crowned with sharp points. The flowers are toothbrush-shaped and black or dark maroon. The 

main flowering period is spring and summer. The blooms are an eye-catching feature with their 

unusual colour.  

This is a species that we intend propagating from cuttings. Paddy’s Gully Road is a rich source of 

cutting material. 

 

Grevillea evansiana is a rare species from the 

Rylstone area. This is a low, dense spreading shrub, 

rarely more than one metre high.  

Leaves elliptic 2.5-6 centimetres long. The flowers 

are held in dense, spider-like clusters usually on the 

end of branches. They are dark red almost black and 

appear from August to December. There is said to 

be a white-flowered form. 

This is one species that we have successfully 

propagated and introduced into our garden. We are 

now on the second generation of cuttings.  

 

Grevillea oldei is a small, open shrub with arching branches and may reach a height of one metre. 

The leaves are narrowly ovate to almost triangular 

with a sharp point. Bright red flowers are carried in 

pendulous, terminal, spider-like globular clusters. 

Flowering occurs in winter and summer. The blooms 

are rich in nectar and attract honeyeaters. 

Strickland State Forest, near Gosford, is a 

stronghold of this species. In parts of the forest 

Grevillea oldei is the dominant understorey shrub. 

We recently found a large, healthy population along 

the road to the State Forest. Cutting material was 

harvested and we now have over 100 cuttings in our 
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propagating unit. If our propagation efforts are successful we should have plants to distribute 

amongst interested members. 

The species is named after Peter Olde, the co-author of the magnificent three volume Grevillea 

books and the leader of the Grevillea Study Group. 

 

Grevillea jephcottii is one of our favourite grevilleas. 

This rare species grows on Pine Mountain in northern 

Victoria. G. jephcottii is an open shrub, reaching a 

height of two metres, with an upright growth habit. 

The leaves are light green, hairy, about three 

centimetres long with a slight twist. The flowers 

appear in mid spring and are initially a light cream-

green then become yellow before blackening as they 

age. Styles are purple with white hairs. Blooms 

attract honeyeaters. Flowers circle the stems. This is 

an unusual feature for grevilleas. 

G. jephcottii is a handsome shrub with attractive 

foliage and unusual flowers. We have found the species to be hardy, free flowering, has low water 

requirements once established and very tolerant of frosts. Pruning, after flowering, will keep 

plants dense and blooming bounteously. 

 

 

 

Black Gully on Black Friday (May 13).                              by Neil Wilson 

Dave Carr, the President of the Armidale Tree 

Group, met us at NERAM and gave us a great tour 

of the Black Gully plantings. The area was originally 

the Teacher’s College playing fields and was 

divided up into several areas overseen by several 

authorities after the college closed. Recently, this 

made it difficult to get approval for several planting 

areas and for getting weeds and exotic trees like 

willow, firethorn and hawthorn eradicated. 

 

Following is a pictorial summary of the extremely interesting and satisfying afternoon. 

 

 

Lots of plantings, creek 

stabilisation and redevelopment 

will pay dividends in the near 

future. 
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‘Fanghorn’ Open Gardens May 29                              by Col Wilson 

After Pat and I left the Sunday Markets, we went to 

Maria & Don’s Botanic Gardens Aus and NZ Open 

Garden at ‘Fanghorn’. The entry fee was in aid of the 

Australian Red Cross. 

There were large crowds of people who came to 

A lovely sunny afternoon reflection on the 

afternoon activities. Thanks to Dave for a 

very informative tour. 
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inspect Maria’s garden. 

Carole and Penelope set up a display table and Neil Wilson had a display of ’Bonsai’  he had brought along. 

Carole, Penelope and Helen were there selling the group’s “Australian Plants for Canberra Region Gardens” 

books for sale and sold all of them before mid afternoon. A stand with flowers from Maria’s gardens was 

also at the table. (Native motif place mats, made by Lois Dennes, made the overall display quite marvelous 

– Ed). Many other members were there at different times like the Nevins, the Dennes’, Suzanne and 

Patrick. 

Maria had a plant sale and Don gave talks on stonewall construction. 

 A good result all round. 

Many thanks to Maria for inviting us to her Open 

Garden, and to Penelope, Carole and all the members 

who supported the event. 

[photos: N. Wilson] 

 

 

 

 

Smokewater Workshop July 17                                                       by Mary Wright 

 

 The propagation of many species of Australian  native plants has been limited by 

inadequate knowledge of  how to grow them  from seed.  

The discovery that smoke plays a critical role in germinating the seeds of these plants has opened 

up new opportunities for growing them. It has been found that it is not the heat and ash from a 

fire, but rather the smoke, that holds the key to germination for many native Australian plants. 
 

Smoke promotes: 
 

•Germination of species which are difficult to germinate by conventional means 

•More uniform germination 

•Earlier germination of seedlings which are more robust 
 

 The exact mechanism by which smoke breaks dormancy in seeds is still unclear. 

It may react chemically with inhibitors in the seed coat to enhance germination, or it may scarify 

the seed surface to allow diffusion of water into the seed, and /or alter the permeability of the 

internal cuticle of the seed. 
 

 It is now possible to use smoke at home or on the farm, enabling successful propagation of 

many Australian native plants. 
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 With this in mind, on Sunday, 17th July, Maria Hitchcock invited the members of the 

Australian Plant Society to join her 

and her husband Don, to prepare 

Smokewater and to learn how to use 

it to germinate seeds. 
 

 Initially, this required the 

construction of an ingenious 

apparatus – see diagram below – 

consisting of an air blowing device, a 

long plastic tube , a sealed container 

with a wood fire smouldering in it and 

a bucket of water all connected by 

hose fittings and garden hose. 
 

 

 

       
                                                           

Smokewater Apparatus 
                                               

  

 

 

 The air blower was initially a hair dryer, then replaced by a leaf blower – much stronger 

and more efficient. A large diameter hose connected the blower to the drum. 

 The container was a large, metal paint drum, with a strong metal lid - with an entry and an 

exit metal pipe fitting fixed (by threaded fittings - Ed.) into it . 

 The exit hose was a regular piece of garden hose. 

 A variety of hose fittings and masking tape connected these pieces together. 

 When a cool fire was smoldering in the drum, the lid was clamped firmly on the drum, 

(causing lots of smoke), and the blower was turned on, thus causing smoky air to be blown out 

through the exit hose and into the bucket of water. 
 

 The smoke bubbled into the water and after 5 minutes or so, the water turned a pale tea 

brown colour – considered just right for our purposes. 
 

 A mixture of chips, twigs, green 

leaves and larger pieces of wood were 

burnt, and added as necessary. 
 

 There were a couple of exciting 

moments, e.g. when the hair dryer 

fused (fortunately without bursting into 

flames), and when the hose fittings 

overheated and semi-melted into the 

hose pipe – remedied by liberal dousing 

with tap water. 

air blower  

 

metal paint drum 

(furnace) 

Hose  

 

Water in Bucket 

Photo: Col Wilson 
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 Over all it was a very efficient and practical way to make quite large quantities of 

smokewater. Many plastic bottles were filled for later use. These can be stored for some time. 
 

Maria kindly invited the (by then) quite smoky participants to join her   for a BBQ lunch, 

which was thoroughly enjoyed by all.   
 

Many thanks, Maria and Don. 

 
 

 Also thanks for the instructions below 

on how to use smokewater to promote seed 

germination. 

 Note that there are two ways to 

approach this, depending on the type of seed 

used – “smooth” or “hairy”. 

 

 

Using Smokewater for seed 

germination 
 

For ‘smooth’ seeds 
 

Prepare a punnet (or pot) with seed-raising mix (Maria uses a mix with vermiculite which 

absorbs the smoke chemicals). Place all seeds into the mix as usual. 

Then place the punnet into a larger container filled with smokewater to below the punnet depth. 
Allow to soak up the smokewater overnight. 

 

Punnet with seed-raising mix/vermiculite and 

seeds 

Tray with smokewater 

For ‘Hairy’ seeds like Flannel Flower 
 

Fill a small jar with smokewater and a drop or two of soil wetting liquid. Place the ‘hairy’ 

seeds into the jar and close the lid. Shake the jar for half a minute. Over the next hour, shake 

occasionally, otherwise leave to settle. 
 

After the hour is passed, remove the seeds and put them into a prepared punnet (or pot) with 

seed-raising mix (Maria uses a mix with vermiculite which absorbs the smoke chemicals). Cover 

seed lightly with more seed raising mix then spoon over the smoke water from the jar. 
 

 The following report provides a comprehensive summary of the current knowledge of the 

importance of smoke in inducing germination of Australian plants. 
 

 

“Smoke Germination of Australian Plants” 
A report for the Rural Industries Research and Development Corporation 
by T Vigilante, K Dixon, I Sieler, S Roche, and A Tieu 
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Bog Garden Experiment, V 2·0                                                        by Neil Wilson 
I’ve always been intrigued by hanging swamps and bogs – mainly in sandstone and granite areas. 

The associated heaths are also close to my heart. 

I have attempted a heath and/or bog garden in a couple of the home gardens we have created. 

Having lived on the Southern Highlands and South Coast of NSW before moving to Armidale, we 

have been close to sandstone plant communities. In the Northern Tablelands, similar communities 

exist on the granites. 

Our first bog & swamp garden was at Bungonia (near Goulburn). A sloping area next to the tanks 

and a slab shed was an ideal spot for the creek (‘race’), swamp and bog. The pool at the bottom 

was a reservoir for the ‘race’ shown in the bottom left of the first picture. The water was pumped 

up to the top and ran merrily down the cascades to water all the swampy and boggy pockets all 

the way down. When we sold that place, it was hard to leave the wonderful gardens, especially 

this one. 

Pat Laher set us on this new project inadvertently, when he introduced the group to Christmas 

Bells a couple of years ago. We had ours in a pot but they didn’t go too well as we often forgot to 

water and feed them. This year, we got more Christmas Bells and some other swamp loving plants. 

I decided to have another go at a bog garden. There was a site where mowing had become painful, 

and it had a slight slope as well. We also had a Wahlenbergia gloriosa plant that was struggling. 

The reservoir (sump) was dug in 

and used the excavated soil was 

used to raise the top area more 

to make an almost level shelf. 

The photo shows the three 

levels, the top is on the left, and 

the sump is a 65L builder’s 

bucket from Bunnings on the 

right. The sides are retained by 
20/02/16 
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rocks and fine sand was used to smooth and level the base. A 3m x 1.5m PVC pond lining was then 

spread over the whole area. The bed is 2.7m at its longest by 1.4m wide. 

 

 The profile 

shows the 

idea. 

 

 

 

 

 Once the liner was spread, a hole was cut 

into it to allow water to run back into the 

sump. If the sump overflows, the water 

runs into the rockery downhill and 

effectively waters the beds below. A pump 

and tube was laid to the highest level (left 

hand end). Rocks were then placed at the 

‘front’ of the layers to make ‘Paddy Fields’ 

which were then filled with a 50% course 

sand and Coir peat mix. A large granite slab 

- courtesy of two generous members, 

covers the sump and retains the mix. The 

excess liner was trimmed to hide the edges. 

During the warmer months, the pump is run 3 times a day for 3 minutes each session. The water 

fills the channels and levels, flowing down a ‘race’ and back into the sump. The photo (10/03/16) 

shows the water flowing down the ‘race’ towards the slab (top right). The water re-fills the bog 

areas on its way down, keeping the mix moist all day. 

Drippers feed the beds that are above 

the base level (surrounding the granite 

slab and draining into the sump), 

eventually replenishing the sump of any 

water that is lost. 

Once planted, pebbles, rocks, rock slabs 

and gnarled wood provide a mulch 

layer. 

The area receives at least 8 hours of full sun 

per day in the warmer months, and much 

less in the winter. The water is turned off in 

10/03/16 
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the winter altogether. So far the frost has killed 1 plant, but most just die back for winter. The savage frost 

in May took everything by surprise, as everything in the ‘bog’ was growing strongly at that time. Let’s see 

what recovers. 

The plants thus far planted include: 

Arthropodium milleflorum, Baekea virgata ‘dwarf’, Blandfordia grandiflora, Blandfordia punicea, 

Boronia citriodora, Boronai microphylla, Dampiera sp, Dichopogon fimbriatus, Epacris pulchella , 

Goodenia gracilis, Lobelia ‘Summer Skies’, Melaleuca thymifolia, Micromyrtus sessilis, Murdannia 

graminea, Pratia purpurascens, Pratia peduculatus (Isotoma fluviatalis?), Pratia puberula ’Blue’, 

Rhodanthe anthemoides , Stylidium graminifolium , Tetratheca thymifolia, Thelionema 

caespitosum, Veronica arenaria, Wahlenbergia gloriosa, and Xyris gracilis. 

 

The last photo (above) shows the bog garden in late July. I can’t wait for spring to follow its progress and 

maybe extend it. 

 

 

 

 

Suzanne’s Pics                                                                                                   by Suzanne Robertson 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Photo 1 : Chamelaucium 'Moonlight Delight'  - J Nevin 

Photo2  : Correa ‘Flared Bell’ (C. alba x reflexa) - P Laher 

Photo 3 : Eucalyptus leucoxylon ‘Euky Dwarf' - P Laher 

Photo 4 : The displayed flowers from the 17th May Meeting 
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FOR YOUR DIARY 

August 

16 
Business meeting at 6.00 pm in ASCA House Armidale. All welcome, 
followed by the Forum at 7.30 - 9.30pm. 
Speaker:John Hunter on the Tingha Plateau. 

20-

21 
APS NSW Get Together hosted by the Tamworth Branch 

REGISTRATION BY 5 August 

27 8:30am - 5:00pm Tingha Plateau Outing. Details to follow. 

28 

8:00-12:30 Markets in the Mall 
 

1:00pm Wattle Day Luncheon at Grand Hotel. Details to follow 

 

  

September 3 1:00- 4:00pm Arboretum working bee. To Be Confirmed. 

20 

Business meeting at 6.00 pm in ASCA House Armidale. All welcome, 

followed by the Forum at 7.30 - 9.30pm. 

Speaker:  Boyd Wright on Arid  Plants. 

24 
10:30am Visit the Sheather Garden - Yallaroo. Details to follow 

 

25 8.00-12.30 Markets in the Mall 

  

October 1 1:00 - 4:00pm Arboretum working bee. 

 
20 

Business meeting at 6.00 pm in ASCA House Armidale. All welcome, 
followed by the Forum at 7.30 - 9.30pm. 
Speaker: David Mackay on  Botanical Illustration. 

 

22-

23 
Mole Station Weekend - excursion and collect plants (St Peter’s Wkd). 
Details to follow. 

 
30 8.00-12.30 Markets in the Mall 

   

November 5-6 St Peters Open Garden, at John and Barbara Nevin’s place. 
Set up Friday 4th. Roster, to serve at the stall, at the October Forum. 

 
15 Annual General Meeting Think about nominating for a position. 
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MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION / RENEWAL FORM   for Australian Plant Society (ABN 87 002 680 408) 

MEMBERSHIP TYPE: (please tick appropriate box ) Annual Fee Concession 

Single $53 $45 

Joint (two adults at the same address) $61 $53 

Concession applied for: Limited Fixed Income Full Time Student 

 

PERSONAL: Joint members please complete a) and b) 

a)    Mr   Mrs   Miss   Ms   Dr   other b)    Mr   Mrs   Miss   Ms   Dr   other 

Given Name(s): Given Name(s): 

Surname: Surname: 

Postal Address: 

  Postcode: 

Tel: Home (     ) Work: (     ) 

Fax: (     ) Email: 

Please return form with payment to:  Membership Officer, APS Armidale Branch, PO Box 735, Armidale 

NSW 2350 

 

PAYMENT:  $……………… is enclosed by: 

□ Cash 

□   Cheque, payable to APS Armidale Branch  

□  Money Order, payable to APS Armidale Branch 

□  EFT is available, please email the membership officer if you are paying by this method 

 

Name of Account: APS Armidale and District 

BSB: 932000 

Account No: 642450 

Include your surname as a reference to allow payments to be allotted to you. 

IF APPLICABLE:  

□ I do NOT wish my contact details to be made available to other members.  

 

Signature:  ………………………………………… 


