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From the editor: Dear members, this is your newsletter and all articles, snippets and photos are welcome.

The issue deadlines are 3 weeks before the Business Meetings for February, May, August and November.

Australian Plants Society
Armidale & District Group

PO Box 735  Armidale NSW 2350

Web: http://www.aps-armidale.org.au

e-mail:  apsarmidale@gmail.com

Crowea exalata ssp magnifolia
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OFFICEBEARERS  FOR 2014/15

President:            Phil Rose            Phone: 6775 3767
Vice President:            Colin Wilson
Secretary:            Helen Schwarz             Phone: 6772 1584
Treasurer:            Carole Fullalove
Membership officers:                           Colin Mulquiney and Ingrid Kalf
Auditor:            John Nevin
Markets in the Mall,
Outings and Arboretum Coordinator: Patrick Laher           Phone: 0427327719
Newsletter Editor,  Neil Wilson            Phone: 0434196604
OHS and Environmental Officer:           e-mail: hn2905@gmail.com
Hospitality:             Glenda Mulquiney
Publicity Officer:             ?
Monthly Plant List Coordinator:         Suzanne Robertson
Our website: http://www.aps-armidale.org.au/ Webmaster:  Neil Wilson

From the President

Welcome to our first APS newsletter for 2016. We have arranged an interesting program of speakers

selected from the long list of suggestions from members. Our February forum will feature a talk by Daryl

Albertson on wetland vegetation communities and the watering regime to support them in the long term

and coincides with his art exhibition at the Armidale Art Gallery on the 20th February, entitled "Birds in Art

Through History".

There are also a number of excursions and garden visits selected from over 20 suggestions from members

in response to the recent questionnaire. Thank you to all members who replied and it is reassuring to

provide activities which we know will be of interest.

One suggestion to be considered is holding some forums at times, other than the traditional Tuesday

evening, to cater for those stretched for time during the week or who do not wish to travel at night.

At the end of February, John Andrews from APS State Committee will meet with us to discuss the future

direction of APS to ensure its viability into the future. You will be sent an invitation to the meeting as soon

as the final time is confirmed. Please consider attending as it gives an opportunity to shape the future of

the Society. Suggestions from the recent survey will be presented at the meeting.

I hope you are receiving your share of the recent rain after such a tough October and November. It feels

very unusual to be planting at the moment but the warmth and rain makes it irresistible. Perhaps the frosts

will be kind this year as well.

Hoping to a see you at a forum or outing soon.

Phil Rose

Birds in our Garden

John Andrews from NSW APS will be in Armidale on Saturday 27th February to talk to us about the
perceived way forward for APS in NSW. The meeting will be at ASCA House at 4:00pm (to be
confirmed). We hope as many members as possible can attend for this important meeting.
Dinner at the Wicklow Hotel will follow.
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In the 2015 Spring Newsletter we were interested in Ed Hannah’s avian adventures. We also have a semi-

resident Spiny-cheeked Honeyeater that is using the shrubberies around the house. Our shrubberies have

proved to be very successful in providing habitat for small native birds. Their success was demonstrated on

Fathers’ Day when the Armidale Birdwatchers visited. There were 15 visitors complete with binoculars and

cameras. In a few hours they had compiled a list of 28 species including four that were new to us. They

were: Little Lorikeets, Musk Lorikeets, a Blue-faced Honeyeater and the call of a Striped Honeyeater was

heard. This takes the number of birds recorded at Yallaroo to well over 90.

We learnt a lot from the Birdwatchers visit. Their collective

knowledge, about birds, is extensive.

The birds in the garden certainly add another dimension to our

horticultural activities. A pair of Superb Fairy Wrens spends

considerable time admiring themselves in our lounge room window.

They have been paying visits to the window for many months. A

White-eared Honeyeater has been picking fur off a kangaroo, near

the house, for nesting material. White-browed Scrub Wrens, Yellow-

faced Honeyeaters nest near our back door as do Willie Wagtails. A

pair of Grey Shrike Thrushes has nested in our plastic house

amongst our tube plants. They have nested here three times.

Towards the end of October the four spikes on our Xanthorrhoea burst into bloom. They attracted native

and honey bees plus an interesting range of birds including honeyeaters and silvereyes.

Small native birds need all our help. Because of the loss of shrubby understorey they are losing out to

aggressive birds such as Noisy Miners.

Warren Sheather
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Mole Station weekend by  Maria Hitchcock

A small group of APS members (John Nevin, Patrick Laher, Col Wilson and Maria Hitchcock met in

Tenterfield on Friday, 30th October to drive to Battery Hill at Urbenville (which is north west of Casino and

close to the Queensland border). Battery Hill itself is a rocky outcrop ringed by pine forests.

It was identified as the site of the rare

Phebalium speciosum (below) which had

formerly been included in the Phebalium nottii

complex but has now been split off. It also has

small pink

flowers but

the leaves are

much larger

than for P.

nottii. With

help from a

forestry

worker we found a relatively easy way to drive to the site which had been identified on an earlier excursion.

Just past an intersection we came across the patch of Phebalium speciosum lining the road. They had

finished flowering but we did find one small flower to photograph. I also found Bossiaea rupicola, some

Flannel Flower, Thysanotus tuberosus (left) and a couple of Correa

reflexa var reflexa plants. All of these were growing at the base of a

rocky outcrop. We didn’t climb the hill as we’d found what we came

for. A drive around the general area proved fruitless – there were no

more interesting sites to explore so we headed back to Urbenville for

lunch and then back to Tenterfield. Most of us stayed at the Golfer’s

Inn and we dined together at the Tenterfield Tavern.

The next morning we were joined by a large party of Tenterfield locals including Sarah Caldwell, Neil &

Janet Fordyce and more Armidale members, (Phil & Julia

Rose, David & Joy Laird, Verna Aslin). The plan was to drive

to Girraween NP where we were to follow the Doctor

Roberts Waterhole and the Underground Creek tracks.

These turned out not to be as interesting floristically as

some of the other better known tracks. Girraween NP is

noted for its large number of species including quite a few

rare plants. We did see Grevillea viridiflora (right),

Conesperma taxifolia, Choretrum candollei, Dampiera

purpurea, Leptospermum polygaliifolium, Dillwynia retorta,

Allocasuarina rupicola, Xanthorroea johnsonii (left),
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Phebalium rotundifolium, Philotheca epilosus, Callitris endlicheri and several

other species.

Dinner that night was at the local Bowlo. We set off the next morning for

Mole Station where we raided the tubestock and then packed cars and

Patrick’s trailer with boxes of plants for the St Peter’s weekend. Thanks to

Patrick for organising the weekend which is always a very pleasant

experience.  Thanks also to Sarah and David Caldwell for opening the nursery

to us and providing morning tea.

Images: M. Hitchcock

Sydney to New England by Penelope Sinclair

One spring when returning from Sydney we decided that, instead of the usual nonstop quick route home,

we would take the opportunity to wander a little. This proved such

an interesting couple of days some members may feel similarly

inspired.

We travelled via the Putty Rd which for many kilometres lies

between the Wollemi and Yengo National Parks. APS members are

probably familiar with this route. The bush was an absolute delight

with masses of flowers in bloom, Acacia spp, Grevillea spp, Isopogon

spp, Hakea spp and many others.  The road was not busy with traffic

and we were able to pull over frequently.

After joining the New England Highway the first diversion was a stop to do the Burning Mountain walk. This

is a fascinating area and well worth the easy walk of just under 5 km round trip. Here there is a burning coal

seam, currently about 30m underground, that is said to

be progressing sounthward at one metre every year. It is

thought to have begun over

5,000 years ago. The walk

takes you through a series

of different Eucalypt

communities to an area of

Leptospernum sp which

establishes in the rather

sterile soil after the passing

of the underground fire. Acacia paradoxa (left) was

flowering well.

The “recent “fire” path (right) is seen in the changing soil colours and at the top there is a viewing area
overlooking chimney vents.
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Our second new stop was at
Murrurundi where we crossed the
railway line to visit Paradise Park,
passing some interesting stone
formations enroute (see right).
At the Park we found that

Pittosporum undulatum was flowering

and was dominant in the scrub; its

scent filled the air. After a climb one

emerges onto the plateau with great

views and some remnant vegetation. Here the Calytrix tetragona (below) were flowering well. The route up

and down is via “The Eye of the Needle” (right) and along the way

there are some amazing root displays on the rock faces.

Macrozamia humilis ‘Inverell Cycad’ by Thelma Dennis & Neil Wilson

During the September APS Forum last year, Thelma told me about how she was growing a couple of Inverell

Cycads. I was very sceptical about it, so Thelma told me about this wonderful plant from Goonoowigall

State Recreation Area near Inverell. Having had an interest in cycads, I was sure there was no such thing –

especially in a dry, inland area. There was no

reference to it in my ‘Flora of NSW’, and internet

searches on Cycads in NSW  yielded no information

(See the map – right).

I was confident there was no ‘Inverell Cycad’.

Thelma was quite peeved at my response ( rightly

so) and promised to bring some photos of said

plants to the next meeting. I was surprised to see

that there were 3 species in the Pilliga and the

Prema districts, so there might be one at Inverell.

Thelma was true to her word and showed off 4
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pictures of the mysterious Inverell Cycad. Yes it was a cycad and yes it was in Goonoowigall SRA. I had to

search deeper. I found a ‘newly’ described species near Inverell. It was called Macrozamia humilis.

The mature plant (left) is still quite young and above are the male

and female ‘cones’. Suffice to say I had to eat my words and

apologise to Thelma. She was gracious enough to give me 2

seedlings from seed collected prior to the area being protected.

They had grown in a pot with flowering plants for many years, so she

dug them up and gave them to me. I am pleased to say I didn’t have

to wait the 18 months for germination and several years to get the

second frond. I’ll hesitate to challenge Thelma again on ‘unknown’ species. More information on this plant

can be found at:-

http://plantnet.rbgsyd.nsw.gov.au/cgi-bin/NSWfl.pl?page=nswfl&lvl=sp&name=Macrozamia~humilis

Thelma also told me there was an occurrence of Macrozamia

spiralis at Pindari Dam near Ashford, but its distribution is

meant to be in the Central Coast, Central Tablelands and
CentralWestern Slopes at present.

I’m sure there is more to discover about this very ancient plant

group, a remnant of more tropical times.

Threatened species: NSW TSCA: Endangered

A New Book

A new book from the Royal Botanic Gardens.

The First 200 Years.
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A Letter to the Editor

Merran McLaren, one of your members had been down at the Australian Native

Plants Society conference in Canberra late last year.  Merran had shown John Nevin

these photos that I took over at Gibraltar Range National Park in early November.

 I am a member of the Inverell Bushwalking Club.  We have been going over to

Gibraltar Range every November for about 20+
years to see the waratahs, but had never seen the

Flying Duck orchid (Caleana major)[left] till this

November.  We were blown away by them.  As

there was a lot of vegetation behind the photo we

used a grey hat as a background and what a photo

we got.  It looks like a painting.  In early January

we went over to see the Christmas Bells and were

surprised that there were still quite a number of

the Flying Duck orchids to be seen.

Peter Croft also identified the Red Bearded orchid (Calochilus

paludosus) [right] for me.

 Joan Germany

John and Barbara’s Garden by Warren Sheather

We had a very pleasant day at the Nevin’s garden for the APS Christmas party. We appreciated John’s tour

of their interesting garden together with people all on the same horticultural wavelength. We availed

ourselves of John’s offer of cuttings and also access to his collection of local Acacia seeds. This is a

significant seed collection of local species. Amongst the plethora of interesting plants there were two

species of great interest.

Boronia denticulata is a species that we grew over 50 years ago in a Blue Mountain’s garden. This was the

first Boronia that we cultivated. B. denticulata is a native of Western Australia that will grow to a height of

1.5 metres. Light green leaves are aromatic and have minute teeth along the margins. Typical four-petalled

flowers are bright pink and are both profuse and conspicuous during the spring flowering period.

B. denticulata is a hardy species that propagates readily

from cuttings.

Melaleuca tamariscina is the second species of particular

interest. We used to have this species growing at Yallaroo

but unfortunately when Origin Energy cleared under our

power line the plant was turned into mulch.

Melaleuca tamariscina is said to be a medium to tall shrub

with papery, cream to brown bark. In both gardens the
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plants were less than 2m tall. Leaves are very small, less than three mm long, ovate to circular, sessile and

pressed flat against the stem. The flower heads are also small, about 4cm long by 1.5cm wide, cylindrical,

spike-like and appear in spring and summer. They are usually white or sometimes pink. Both foliage and

flowers are attractive features. Pruning is appreciated after flowering.

Melaleuca tamariscina occurs on the North Coast and in south-eastern Queensland. The species is

considered endangered. Propagation, from cuttings, is usually rapid.

Thanks to John and Barbara we have cuttings of both species plus a host of others.

The Christmas Get Together a few snapshots

Letter to the Editor (- can you help the Nevins? Ed.)

The Nevins are trying to collect the 78 different species in the Phebalium and Leionema genera (previously

Phebalium sp).

We have about 14 of the species and would like to hear from anyone who is growing these plants. If you

have them, could you furnish the name(s) to us by phone or e-mail?

Thanks in anticipation,

Barbara Nevin

Phone:-  (02) 6775 2128      e-mail:- barbnevin@gmail.com

John extols the virtues of plants in their garden to Patrick,
Warren, Carole, Phil and Suzanne.

It’s hard keeping up when there are so
many things to look at [above].

Colin W, Thelma, Warren, and Suzanne
discuss the garden while Julia, Maria,
Neil and Carole check out other facets of
the great garden. [left].
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Swan Reserve Warrnambool Vic. – does this remind you of anything?
Swan Reserve was the site for a tourist information centre built in the 1970s.  In 1976 the
Warrnambool and District Group of the Society for Growing Australian Plants was formed and
among its early projects was the planting out of garden beds round the Information Centre. This
later developed into the Swan Reserve Native Plant Waterwise Garden.

Later, tourist services were relocated and the Swan Reserve building is currently occupied by
children’s services and a kindergarten.

Friends of Swan Reserve was formed in early 2010 to revitalise the native garden and re-
establish interest in its maintenance. The group cleared and replanted many old garden beds
and established new ones. They also worked closely with Warrnambool City Council to
establish the playground, and a social gathering space to recognise the site’s significant
aboriginal heritage.

Text & Photos by Kevin Sparrow, resident, Friends of Swan Reserve Inc.

(Edited extract from ‘Swan Reserve Flyer ‘ Nov,14 –ed)

ENDANGERED SPECIES BED

 The Endangered Species Bed (above -ed.) was established to
showcase some of Australia’s more rare and unusual plants.

BANKSIA BED

This garden bed (left – ed.) contains specimens of the Australian

Proteaceae plant family.

Can you guess which member of the APS – Armidale and Districts

branch was originally involved in this project?

All will be revealed at the February Forum.

Visit the Friends of Swan Reserve Website at:- http://www.warrnambool.org/fosr/index.html
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ANPSA Biennial Conference 2015 by John Nevin

Barbara and I have recently attended this most recent ANPSA conference and report on our experience.

We have been compulsive attendees of these get-togethers for over twenty years and in that time have

covered all the states of Australia at least once.

I shall outline the most recent conference, its agenda, activities and costs so as to give our members an idea

of what goes on at these functions.  I will then summarise the benefits of these meetings and why I believe

it is invaluable for the Australian plant lover to attend.

ANPSA is a federated body with State organisations in Victoria, NSW, Qld, SA, WA, Tasmania and the ACT.

The Federal body coordinates Study groups and puts on a weeklong conference every two years, held in a

different state or territory.  The meetings are usually preceded by, and followed by, a field trip of five days

duration.  These field trips give attendees the opportunity to peruse the local flora first hand, guided by

experts local to the area.

The most recent conference was in Canberra

and held at the Australian Institute of Sport.

The venue provided parking, accommodation,

use of conference facilities and was fully

catered for those who stayed there.  There is

opportunity for daily or whole of conference

registration.

For those who wish for alternative

accommodation, there are motels, hotels and

caravan parks available to stay with.  As we

have three of our children living in Canberra, we

elected to stay with them for “bed and breakfast” and to have lunch and evening meals with other

attendees at the AIS.

What of the agenda?  On the Sunday preceding the meeting, the AGM of ANPSA is held with delegates from
all states, and the opportunity for interested observers to attend.  For those not into formal meeting, a

shuttle bus was provided to take visitors to various ACT attractions (Australian Museum, National Gallery,

Sculpture Garden, Portrait Gallery, War Memorial).

The conference followed from Monday to Friday.  On this occasion, each of the five mornings was taken up

with lectures and the afternoons with field trips.  There were five different excursion venues – Australian

National Botanic Gardens; National Arboretum: Southern Tablelands Ecosystem Park, National Bonsai

collection and National Rock Garden; Pillans garden and Queanbeyan Nature Reserve; Kowen Travelling

Stock Reserve and associated grasslands; and Walcott garden (featured on an Australian stamp).

The attendees were split into five groups, with bus transport taking each group to a different venue each

afternoon.  At the Botanic Gardens we were pleased to have an Armidale retired academic, Don Beer, as

the Fiend of the Botanic Garden, to guide us around.  Each of the venues visited would warrant an article to

detail history, geology, flora etc.

Many subjects were covered in the morning lectures viz. the history of the siting and the design of Canberra

as the national Capital; wetland developments in the ACT for dealing with stormwater runoff to provide

Thorny Devil, ANBG
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healthy ecosystems; development of the National Rock Garden; the ANBG, its history and future plans;

longitudinal flora survey of Black Mountain Reserve; a most interesting talk on the Asteraceae by Alexander

Schmidt-Lebuhn (a group of plants I have always found confusing, but this talk helped it all to make sense);

Warrumbungle fires and their aftermath; review of alpine plants; Mark Clements from CSIRO speaking on

Australian orchids and orchid evolution (a lot of DNA work in this that is broadening our understanding of

the group – a useful prelude to the 2016 Fred Rogers seminar on orchids); weeds of the ACT/NSW;

grasslands of ACT/NSW.

Talks were also given by various Study

Group leaders outling the activities of

their group viz. Eremophila – Lyndal

Thorburn; Waratah and Flannel Flower –

Maria Hitchcock; Australian plants as

Bonsai – Roger Hnatiuk; Dryandra – Margaret Pieroni; Isopogon and Petrophile – Phil Trickett and Catriona

Bate; Acacia – Bill Aitchison; Garden Design – Ben Walcott; Rare and endangered plants – Maria Hitchcock;

Grevillea – Peter Olde.

What else was on?  Well – there was a comprehensive book sale at ANPSA “mates rates”; a meeting of the

Study Group leaders and coordinators (observers welcome); meeting of Study Group members with leaders
for feedback and to plan activities (I am a member of 6 study groups, so had to concentrate on my main

interests); craft and art works displays and sales; the Awards and AJ Swaby lecture (Peter Olde received the

award for the most significant contribution by a non-professional); Conference dinner at the AIS, and on the

last day, a plant sale.  These activities were largely held at night after the main conference activities.

Morning, afternoon teas, lunch and dinner also gave an opportunity to socialise with other attendees.

So, there was a lot on.

What about the cost?

Registration (includes morning and afternoon tea and lunch)  $395

Accommodation (depends on whether single or shared, AIS or elsewhere; includes bed, breakfast and

evening meal)      $120/day approx.

Pre Conference Tour of NSW South Coast (includes transport, motel accommodation, guides, morning and

afternoon teas and lunches, evening meals at own expense)  $595 shared       $795 single

Post Conference tour of Snowy Mountains (includes transport, motel accommodation, morning and

afternoon teas and lunch, evening meals at own expense)     $610 shared         $873 single



APS Armidale 2016_1 Autumn

Page 13

Why do I think these

conferences worthwhile?

1.  An enjoyable way to
see the best of each
State’s flora, guided
by local experts.

2. An opportunity to
socialise with a like-
minded network of
people from across
Australia.

3. A chance to meet,
interact with and have input from the various personalities we read about in our newsletters.

4. An opportunity to update ones botanical library.
5. An opportunity to obtain inexpensive plant local to the area.
6. An inexpensive adventure experience holiday every two years.

The next conference is to be held in Tasmania in January 2018.  Who is familiar with the flora of
Tasmania?  Start saving up now!
We had several members at the conference (Barbara & John Nevin, Maria Hitchcock, Penelope
Sinclair and Merran McClaren.

The 11th FJC Rogers Seminar, focusing on native terrestrial and epiphytic orchids, will be held in Hamilton
Vic. October 8th & 9th, 2016. Details will be in the Winter Newsletter. Start saving your pennies now.

 Suzanne’s Picks: November Forum                             Photos: Suzanne Roberts.

Text: Maria Hitchcock.

2.Prostanthera saxicola
‘Pigeon blue’    Patrick Laher

This plant only grows to 30
cm in height with a spread of
about 50 cm. It grows in a
small area south of Sydney
towards Bulli.
A small select version of
Prostanthera saxicola  (which
can grow up to 2m)

3. Melaleuca linariifolia
     ‘Sea Foam’       Verna Aslin

A select form of the popular

shrub known as 'Snow in

Summer' and is grown for its

amazing display of white flower

clusters which cover the upper

part of the tree in early

summer.

1.Grevillea x semperflorens
Verna Aslin

This Grevillea is not well known
but is one of the hardiest shrubs
in my garden. It is a hybrid
whose parents are said to be
G. thelemanniana and a yellow-
flowered form of
G. juniperina. The hybrid was
found in a Plymouth (UK)
garden in the late 1920’s.

Banksia serrata
At the Arboretum

Angophora costata
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FOR YOUR DIARY

February
16

Business meeting at 6.00 pm in ASCA House Armidale. All welcome.
followed by the Forum at 7.30 pm:
Speaker:  Daryl Albertson - Wetlands.

26-27 Armidale Show

27
John Andrews from NSW APS, at ASCA House at 4:00pm. (T.B.C.)

Followed by Dinner at the Wicklow Hotel.

28 8.00-12.30 Markets in the Mall

March 5 1:00 - 4:00pm Arboretum working bee.

15
Business meeting at 6.00 pm in ASCA House Armidale. All welcome,
followed by the Forum at 7.30 - 9:30pm:
Speaker:  Marg Stimpson - Banksias

25-28 Easter

27 8.00-12.30 Markets in the Mall

April 2 1:00 - 4:00pm Arboretum working bee.

16-17 Mole Station Weekend to see their new property East of Tenterfield.

19
Business meeting at 6.00 pm in ASCA House Armidale. All
welcome,followed by the Forum at 7.30 - 9.30pm.
Speaker: John Nevin – A Pictorial sample of the ANPSA Conference.

24 8:00-12:30 Markets in the Mall.

May 3 Deadline for Newsletter articles to be tendered.

7 1:00 - 4:00pm Arboretum working bee.

9 Newsletter issued (and posted).

17
Business meeting at 6.00 pm in ASCA House Armidale. All welcome,
followed by the Forum at 7.30 - 9.30pm.
Speaker: Patrick Laher & Neil Wilson – Potted Plants.

21 Garden Visit: Three Local Gardens, venue(s) T.B.A.

29 8:00-12:30 Markets in the Mall

AUGUST 20-21 APS NSW Get Together hosted by the Tamworth Branch

A full list of events can be found on our website at http://www.aps-armidale.org.au/calendar1a.html
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MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION / RENEWAL FORM   for Australian Plant Society (ABN 87 002 680 408)

MEMBERSHIP TYPE: (please tick appropriate box ) Annual Fee Concession

Single $53 $45

Joint (two adults at the same address) $61 $53

Concession applied for: Limited Fixed Income Full Time Student

PERSONAL: Joint members please complete a) and b)

a) Mr   Mrs   Miss   Ms   Dr   other b) Mr   Mrs   Miss   Ms   Dr   other

Given Name(s): Given Name(s):

Surname: Surname:

Postal Address:

Postcode:

Tel: Home (     ) Work: (     )

Fax: (     ) Email:

Please return form with payment to: Membership Officer, APS Armidale Branch, PO Box 735, Armidale

NSW 2350

PAYMENT:  $……………… is enclosed by:

□ Cash

□   Cheque, payable to APS Armidale Branch

□  Money Order, payable to APS Armidale Branch

□  EFT is available, please email the membership officer if you are paying by this method

Name of Account: APS Armidale and District

BSB: 932000

Account No: 642450

Include your surname as a reference to allow payments to be allotted to you.

IF APPLICABLE:

□ I do NOT wish my contact details to be made available to other members.

Signature: …………………………………………


