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Contact Us:
Armidale & District Group

PO Box 735, Armidale NSW 2350

President:

Barbara Nevin

Ph. 6775 2128

barbnevin@gmail.com

Secretary:

Helen Schwarz

Ph. 6772 1584

woshes@bigpond.com

Treasurer:

Carole Fullalove

carole.fullalove94@live.com.au

From the newsletter editor : Dear members, this is your newsletter and all articles, snippets and photos are
welcome. There is NO DEADLINE for this newsletter. Articles will be included based on a FIRST COME basis. Please
send your articles, snippets, letters to me at aslinverna@gmail.com or send a hard copy to 5 Birch Crescent
Armidale NSW 2350. PHOTOS should be sent individually as jpg files either via email or copied onto a disk.
Thank you to all contributors to this issue!
Verna Aslin
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GROUP INFORMATION
The Armidale and District Group of APS-NSW started on 6th August, 1977 as the New England Group of
the Society for Growing Australian Plants. It has been running continuously since that time with a couple
of name changes. We are a very friendly and helpful group who enjoy monthly forums and business
meetings, garden visits and field trips to help members enjoy the search for knowledge about our native
flora and our local environment. We range from raw beginners to others who have been gardening and
researching for many years - all willing to share their knowledge.
Business Meetings are held at 5.00pm on the second Tuesday of each month. Members are welcome to
attend. Native Plant and Garden Forums are held in the TAFE Library Seminar Room on the 3rd Tuesday
of each month (except June, July, December and January) from 7.30 – 9.30 where members talk about
plants in flower from specimens displayed on the flower table and share information about gardening
topics. The Forum is followed by a delicious supper and an interesting speaker. Old and new members,
visitors and families, are very welcome at these Forums and on our outings (see page 8 for details).
Annual General Meeting is held in November. Solstice Function is held in June. Wattle Day Activity is
held on a day closest to 1st September. Christmas Party is held early in December at the home of one of
our members. We also lead regular trips into the bush and the occasional weekend escape to the coast
or elsewhere. We participate in St Peter’s Garden Tour in November each year, opening one of our
gardens to the public and holding our Giant Annual Plant Sale. We hold a Market Stall each month in the
Mall. Come along and say hello. Our members have also been active in developing and maintaining the
Native Garden beds at the Arboretum. We welcome volunteers who would like to help. See p.9 for our
calendar and details of events.
ALL YOU NEED TO JOIN OUR GROUP IS AN INTEREST IN OUR NATIVE PLANTS

OFFICEBEARERS FOR 2013/14
President:

Barbara Nevin

Vice President:

Colin Wilson

Secretary:

Helen Schwarz

Treasurer:

Carole Fullalove

Membership officer:

Colin Mulquiney

Auditor:

Phil Rose

Phone: 6775 2128

Phone: 6772 1584

Markets in the Mall and Arboretum Coordinator: Patrick Laher Phone: 0427327719
Newsletter Editor:

Verna Aslin

Hospitality:

Glenda Mulquiney

Publicity Officer:

Gillian Traise

Monthly Plant List Coordinator:

Suzanne Robertson

Phone: 6772 7548

OHS and Environmental Officer: Peter Metcalf
Webmaster:

Neil Wilson

Our website: http://www.aps-armidale.org.au/
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From your President
Welcome back everyone to a great 2014 of guest speakers and activities.
We tried something new last year when we had a ‘Think Tank’ meeting at the end of the year to prepare
the diary for 2014. The same will happen at the end of this year so if you have any ideas for guest
speakers and activities please let someone on the Committee know.
Now not to mention the dreadful ‘D’ word and offer my commiserations to all of you who are
experiencing the lack of water for your gardens. We have a dry bore, dry dam and dry tanks so
consequently have to buy in water. I just have to remind myself often that it is only a garden and that
we do not have to depend on our garden for a living. To those who are, we send our heartfelt
encouragement.
It was much happier around December/January as the 8 Christmas Bell plants that had been planted into
a pot started to flower. They came out one at a time so the happiness lasted. There were different
colours, an orange one, a dark red short one, a tall red one, a yellow one, and a very pretty yellow one
with fine vertical red line. There are two in bud and one just enjoying the rest. What a sight! I will have
to keep any seed separate just in case they come true to their parent plant.
There are shortened versions of the Diary in our Newsletter but if you want to see the whole schedule
just look on our beautiful website maintained by Neil Wilson.
Our thanks go to David Laird who was our Honorary Auditor for many years and is now retiring and a big
welcome to Phil Rose who has volunteered for 2014.
Well here’s to a great year ahead and we hope to see you at one or more of our many activities during
the year.
Hopeful dreams of some meaningful rain ahead.

Barbara Nevin

The Armidale Show
This year the Armidale Show is being held on 7/8 March 2014.
To try to stimulate interest in the Australian Plant Section, we are donating $25.00 to each of three sections.


A single cut of one flower



A potted plant



A floral arrangement

These all have to be totally Australian Native plants and where possible, for educational purposes for the observers, a label with the plant names are to be near or on the container.
Please note that the judging all depends on the condition and/or presentation of the flowers and plants, nothing to
do with how rare or how hard they are to grow.
So come on everyone consider entering. You will find the entry forms on their web site, plus any further information you want to know (http://www.armidaleshow.com). They will need help in setting up on the Thursday (6th)
and as we are encouraged to use this as an education process to help publicise our group and tell people about
native plants, we will need volunteers to assist at the section on the two show days. Please let me know if I can
add your name to the roster to help in any way. —- Barbara Nevin

Page 3

A VISIT TO BOORALONG CREEK
Contributed by Phil Rose

One of the advantages of running a plant stall at the
Armidale Markets is contact with people who have an
interest in native plants. Sometimes they become
members or just want to buy plants, but every so often
an innocuous question leads to something of great
interest. One such occasion appeared in November last
year when Nick Rodgers mentioned a group of Grevillea
growing in the upper reaches of Boorolong Creek. Pat
Laher with Phil and Julia Rose set off for a morning with
Nick to explore the area. Fortunately Nick knew the
landholders so we gained access to properties between
Black Mountain and Guyra which had access along the
creek. The steep creek banks (as shown in the photo)
contained a very interesting remnant of vegetation
including Lomatia fraseri, Olearia myrsinoides,
Leptospermum polygalifolium and several forms of
Grevillea juniperina which varied in colour (between
yellow and red as shown in the photos) and height.

We then explored another area further south almost
adjoining Boorolong Nature Reserve which supported a
large area of Grevillea juniperina (Pat is shown
measuring one of the taller specimens) with Boronia
microphylla in flower in the woodland nearby. Along the
walk through the paddocks we found several bushes of
Discaria pubescens (Australian Anchor-plant) which
belongs to Rhamnaceae; the long stipules protect many
bird nests despite the plant’s isolation. A number of
cuttings were sent off for propagation and by reports
are hopeful that new forms will be available soon.

Forms of Grevillea juniperina ABOVE: yellow. BELOW : red

ABOVE : Location shot

ABOVE : Pat provides a height gauge
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Bottlebrush Bats
Contributed by Edward Hannah
The regular denizens of this bottlebrush are silvereyes and assorted honeyeaters but a Little Red Flying Fox visited for a few hours to feast on the nectar-laden flowers; the regulars were not perturbed
by the visitation and carried on feeding regardless. The local junior ornithologists are now astonished
to find a mammal on their list of sightings.

SAVE OUR FLORA CAMPAIGN
Many members will already have heard of the Save Our Flora project which is the latest initiative of our
indefatigable past president and life member of APS, Maria Hitchcock, together with Bob Ross. The project
aims to create a national register of gardeners and conservationists who are growing or would like to grow
threatened native plants. The group will gather information about who is growing which plants, and if they
are available for others to grow. Seeds, cuttings , and information will be shared as well as articles, photos,
videos, websites and blogs about threatened flora across Australia.
There have already been several “meaty” newsletters issued with much to interest and inform growers of
native plants. If interested , please email the group at saveourflora@gmail.com, or contact Maria.
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A Trio of Kunzeas
Contributed by Warren and Gloria Sheather

Kunzea bracteolata is classified as rare with a range less
than 100 kilometres with small populations. A population
is protected in Gibraltar Range National Park.

The Kunzeas (in the Myrtaceae family) are an attractive
group of native plants. At last count there were 36 species
with 35 endemic and one species (Kunzea ericoides)
shared with New Zealand. New South Wales has 16
species with six of these native to the Northern
Tablelands.
Kunzea ambigua is usually a medium, erect shrub that
may reach a height three metres. The leaves are small,
dark green, crowded and aromatic when crushed. The
white, scented, fluffy flowers are carried in heads in the
leaf axils usually on short lateral branches. The flowers
appear in late spring and early summer when they are
both conspicuous and profuse. A wide range of insects
are attracted to the flowers including native bees and blue
flower wasps.
Kunzea ambigua is found in coastal and tablelands areas
of southern New South Wales as well as Victoria and
Tasmania.
We are also growing a semi-prostrate form that grows
into a mounded ground cover reaching a height less than
one metre with a spread of nearly two metres.
We have fond memories of Kunzea ambigua. This was
one of the plants displayed when we attended our first
APS (then SGAP) meeting. This was in the Blue
Mountains nearly 50 years ago.

Kunzea ambigua

Kunzea bracteolata

Kunzea Middle Brother Mountain is probably the
world’s tallest species. This graceful plant will reach a
height of eight metres. The branches are pendulous.
Leaves are small, bright green and aromatic. The
characteristic white flowers are carried singly in leaf
axils. Branches are covered with blooms in summer.
This species has yet to be described and named
botanically. The location name comes from Middle
Brother Mountain National Park, 40 kilometres south of
Port Macquarie. Kunzea sp A was a previous name.
We first found this splendid species in roadside
vegetation near Comboyne. Our plants were grown from
material collected from a roadside specimen.
Kunzea Middle Brother Mountain is said to be restricted
to the ranges between Taree and Kempsey and is
uncommon. We have recently found reference to a
population at Port Stephens. This is much further south
than the accepted distribution. This could be the reason
for a holiday in this area to check on this population.
Kunzea Middle Brother Mountain would make an eyecatching specimen shrub. We have plenty of material for
any members interested in propagating this uncommon
shrub.
All these Kunzeas have proved to be hardy, drought and
frost tolerant as well as free flowering.

Kunzea bracteolata is a local species that is found in
Gibraltar Range National Park, east of Glen Innes. One
common name is Stiff Kunzea. This probably refers to
the rather rigid branches.
Kunzea bracteolata is a small to medium shrub. Our
specimens are less than two metres tall with two metre
spread. The typical small leaves are aromatic and have
pointed apexes. The white flowers are produced in spring
and at this time cover the rigid stems.
RIGHT: Kunzea Middle Brother Mountain
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Callistemon serpentinus
Callistemon serpentinus is known as the Wood’s Reef
Bottlebrush and is an upright shrub that may reach a
height of four metres. Our specimens are kept to a height
of two metres by annual pruning. The bark is papery and

Capturing Flora : a blast from the past
(Ed.)
Many native plant fanciers from Armidale and district
enjoyed visiting an outstanding art exhibition which
recently concluded at the New England Regional Art
Museum.
“Capturing flora : a passion for the exotick” is hailed as
the largest botanical art exhibition ever staged in
Australia. It has toured to various parts of Australia but
the permanent home of the collection is the Ballarat City
Art Gallery.

flaking. Typical bottlebrush leaves average 40
millimetres long by five millimetres wide with visible oil
dots.
Yellow flower spikes are about six centimetres long and
appear in late spring and early summer. Flower spikes
are both prominent and conspicuous. Their colour is not
common in the palette of bottlebrush flower colours.
Callistemon serpentinus could be grown in hedges and
screens together with other varieties.
At one stage Callistemon serpentinus was moved to the
Melaleucas and became known as Melaleuca serpentina.
Due to some botanical uncertainty the species is now
back with the Callistemons.
Callistemon serpentinus is a rare bottlebrush that is
found in the vicinity of the Barraba district of northern
New South Wales. There is a population around the
Wood’s Reef asbestos mine near Barraba. The species is
found on serpentine soils; hence the species name.
now out of copyright. Magazines like Curtis’s and
Paxton's have been scanned in their entirety and can be
viewed on Google Books. The original publications
provide quite extensive commentary and cultivation
notes for all the flora described, with worldwide
coverage.
To go straight to the illustrations, a great site is Plant
Illustrations (http://www.plantillustrations.org/) where
high resolution images can be downloaded.

The focus of the Exhibition is depictions of Australian
native flora in the eighteenth and nineteenth century,
from early collections from the wild and early cultivation
efforts. Before the age of the colour photograph, the
detailed work of artists and printers brought the glory of
Australian flora to garden lovers and botanists of an
earlier age.
Many of the works displayed were lithographs from
botanical magazines like Curtis’s Botanical Magazine
and Paxton’s Magazine of Botany, which had long runs
from the mid 1700s to the late 1800s. These are now
collectors’ items. Others are from monographs from the
same era. Other works on display were original artist’s
renditions.
A handsome hardback book accompanied the exhibition,
as well as other commemorative items.
Missed the exhibition? A visit to Ballarat may be in
order. Otherwise, many native plant renditions of this
era can be viewed online, as due to their age they are

ABOVE : Epacris longiflora from Maiden, J.H. and Campbell, W.S. The flowering plants and ferns of New South
Wales (1895-1898). Artist : Edward Minchen
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A patch of lime green – Scleranthus biflorus
By Bonnie-Marie Hibbs

Lime Lava, Scleranthus biflorus, is an exceptionally
beautiful Australian native ground cover. Originally
located in the natural alpines and coastal areas of
Australia, Scleranthus b. is a fantastic grower.
Growing to a height of 15cm and a spread of 75 – 80cm,
Scleranthus b. is a great compact and drought tolerant
ground cover, with the added benefit of being frost
tolerant. Planting positions are optional as this
Australian native can be placed in full sun to part shade.
Scleranthus b. is unfortunately, overlooked and may be
considered ordinary when discussing the excitement
factor of a plant. But to me this plant is a true Australian
beauty and one of my favorites. I love the simplicity,
foliage and the general growth habit, for it can be
positioned in so many areas around the garden.
Lime Lava - Scleranthus biflorus

The foliage is a brilliant vibrant green all year round,
which can act as a great contrast against other
Australian or even exotic plants. When placed in a
courtyard, garden beds or in small spaces it can easily
transform the feeling and look of the whole area. The
green mounds can create great planter pots for
decorating an entertainment area or even a fernery.
Scleranthus b. can grow happily in all soil types with
good drainage. Giving it a feed a couple times a year
with native Osmocote will help encourage more growth.
Pruning isn’t required but I personally like to prune this
plant once a year to help encourage new growth and a
general good habit.

Clianthus formosus
Seen in flower at the Hitchcock place, Clianthus
formosus (Sturt’s desert pea) is one of the most
striking of Australia’s native flowers.
As the name suggests, it is an inhabitant of the
arid inland. It is the floral emblem of South
Australia.
Difficult to establish and maintain in the ground, it
will respond to pot cultivation in suitable media.

The best way to show off Scleranthus b. is in garden
rockeries, creeping over logs, cascading out of pots,
between pavers or stone walls.
As a recent release, Sclerathus biflorus “Lime Lava”
should be easy to source from nurseries and garden
centres.
(Reproduced from Gardenworld website www.gardenworld.com.au with
permission)
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FOR YOUR DIARY
March 2014
1

1-5pm

Arboretum working bee

8

5-6.30pm

Business meeting at Mulquineys’

15

7.30-9.30pm

Forum : Phil Trickett : progress of his new garden and grafting of WA plants

23

10:00am-12.00

Hands-on grafting workshop with Phil Trickett at the Nevins’

30

8am-12.30pm

Markets in the Mall

5

1-5pm

Arboretum working bee

8

5-6.30pm

Business meeting at the Mulquineys’

15

7.30-9.30pm

Forum : Phil Rose : talk about Barren Mountain

April

19

EASTER

25

ANZAC DAY

27

8am-12.30pm

Markets in the Mall

3

1-5pm

Arboretum working bee

13

5-6.30pm

Business meeting at Mulquineys’

20

7.30pm-9.30pm

Forum : TBA

25

8am-12.30pm

Markets in the Mall

31

Leave 8.30am

Outing to New England National Park with Neil Wilson

7

1 – 5pm

Arboretum Working Bee

22

1.00pm

Solstice Lunch at Royal Hotel

29

8 – 12.30pm

Markets in the Mall

5

1 – 5pm

Arboretum Working Bee

27

8 – 12.30pm

Markets in the Mall

May

June

July
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Become a member and save!
Did you know that there are a range of discounts available to members? Tell your friends and urge
them to join our group.
Armidale & District members only
All Mole Station plants at the APS stall at the Mall Markets and our annual plant sale. At $2.00 per
plant discount, you can easily save your annual subscription each year. (25% discount)
All members of APS-NSW
Cool Natives, 16 Hitchcock Lane Armidale 2350 Ph. 6775 1139. (10% discount) Specialist in Frost hardy
plants, Correas, New England Flora Online catalogue coolnatives.com.au Open by appointment. Selling
at Farmers Market/Mall Market/Mail Order Free delivery in Armidale.
Glenbrook Native Plant Reserve, Great Western Highway, Glenbrook 2773 Ph (02) 4739 4465. Sat, Sun,
Wed. 12noon-4pm. 10% discount to members Web: www.apsbluemtnsgroup.org
The Wildflower Place, 453 The Entrance Rd, Erina Heights 2260. Ph (02) 4365 5510. 5% discount - tell
staff before purchase.
Wombat Gully Native Nursery, 1729 Coxs Creek Rd, Rylstone 2849 Ph (02) 6379 6202. 5% discount
Mildura Native Nursery 10% discount on the purchase of any native plants or other products including
the Watertube ordered online at www.nativenursery.com.au
Leearne Neal at Newcastle Wildflower Nursery, 260 Lake Rd, Glendale 2285 Ph (02) 6379 6202. 10%
discount
A.R. Native Plant Nursery, 177 Terania Ck Rd, The Channon NSW 2480 (far north coast) Ph (02) 6688
6365 10% discount Fri/Sat/Sun 9am-5pm other times by appointment
Bonney Hills Garden Centre, 1055 Ocean Drive, Bonney Hills 2445 Ph (02) 6585 5764 10% discount on
all plant purchases
All Greengold Nurseries (except landscape materials or discounted stock) see www.greengold.com.au
for location details etc.
Florilegium: The Garden Bookstore 65 Derwent St, Glebe 2037 PO Box 644 Rozelle 2039. Ph (02) 9555
8589. 7 days 9am-5pm. 10% discount
Forests NSW Nurseries 10% discount on all potted lines. West Pennant Hills, Muswellbrook, Gunnedah,
Wagga Wagga, Narrandera, Dubbo & Forbes For details see http://www.dpi.nsw.gov.au/forests/
business-services/nurseries
Sydney WildFlower Nursery, 9 Veno St Heathcote NSW 2233. Ph (02) 4739 4465. Sat, Sun, Wed.
12noon-4pm. 10% discount. Web: www.sydneywildflowernursery.com.au

Meeting Venue : Armidale TAFE Library Seminar Room.
The Seminar Room is in the Library Building and is within easy walking distance from on-street parking or
from one of the TAFE car parks. There are three car parks in the TAFE grounds with entry from Beardy St,
Rusden St or Allingham St.
The Library is situated in the middle of the campus behind the main building fronting Beardy St. You can
walk through the main building to get to the Library. The nearest car park is immediately behind the
Library building with entry from Rusden St. beside the Automotive Building. The Seminar Room has gas
heating, accessible toilets and comfortable seating. It has up to date electronic equipment for
presentations and a small kitchen with jug and microwave.
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MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION / RENEWAL FORM
for Australian Plant Society (ABN 87 002 680 408)

MEMBERSHIP TYPE: (please tick appropriate box )

Annual Fee

Concession

Single

$50

$42

Joint (two adults at the same address)

$58

$50

Limited Fixed Income

Full Time Student

Concession applied for:

PERSONAL: Joint members please complete a) and b)

a) Mr Mrs Miss Ms Dr other

b) Mr Mrs Miss Ms Dr other

Given Name(s):

Given Name(s):

Surname:

Surname:

Postal Address:
Postcode:
Tel: Home (
Fax: (

)

)

Work: (

)

Email:

Please return form with payment to: Membership Officer, APS Armidale Branch, PO Box 735, Armidale NSW 2350
PAYMENT:
$……………… is enclosed by:

□

Cash

□

Cheque, payable to APS Armidale Branch

□

Money Order, payable to APS Armidale Branch

□

EFT is available, please email the membership officer if you are paying by this method
Name of Account: APS Armidale and District
BSB: 932000
Account No: 642450
Include your surname as a reference to allow payments to be allotted to you.

IF APPLICABLE:
I do NOT wish my contact details to be made available to other members.
Signature:

…………………………………………
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