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Contact Us:
Armidale & District Group

PO Box 735, Armidale NSW 2350

President:

Barbara Nevin

Ph. 6775 2128

barbaranevin@hotmail.com

Secretary:

Helen Schwartz

Ph. 6772 1584

woshes@bigpond.com

Treasurer:

John Nevin

Ph. 6775 2128

jrnevin@nsw.chariot.net.au

New newsletter editor : Hello to all members, I am filling in as newsletter editor for the time being . All articles,
snippets and photos are welcome. There is NO DEADLINE for this newsletter. Articles will be included based on a
FIRST COME basis. Please send your articles, snippets, letters to me at aslinverna@gmail.com or send a hard copy
to 5 Birch Crescent Armidale NSW 2350. PHOTOS should be sent individually as jpg files either via email or copied
onto a disk.
Thank you to all contributors to this issue!
Verna Aslin
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GROUP INFORMATION
The Armidale and District Group of APS-NSW started on 6th August, 1977 as the New England Group of
the Society for Growing Australian Plants. It has been running continuously since that time with a couple
of name changes. We are a very friendly and helpful group who enjoy monthly forums and business
meetings, garden visits and field trips to help members enjoy the search for knowledge about our native
flora and our local environment. We range from raw beginners to others who have been gardening and
researching for many years - all willing to share their knowledge.
Business Meetings are held at 5.30pm on the second Tuesday of each month. Members are welcome to
attend. Native Plant and Garden Forums are held in the TAFE Library Seminar Room on the 3rd Tuesday
of each month (except June, July, December and January) from 7.30 – 9.30 where members talk about
plants in flower from specimens displayed on the flower table and share information about gardening
topics. The Forum is followed by a delicious supper and an interesting speaker. Old and new members,
visitors and families, are very welcome at these Forums and on our outings (see page 8 for details).
Annual General Meeting is held in November. Solstice Function is held in June. This is usually a lunch and
garden ramble at the home of one of our members. Wattle Day Activity is held on a day closest to 1st
September. Christmas Party is held early in December at the home of one of our members. We also lead
regular trips into the bush and the occasional weekend escape to the coast or elsewhere. We participate
in St Peter’s Garden Tour in November each year, opening one of our gardens to the public and holding
our Giant Annual Plant Sale. We hold a Market Stall each month in the Mall. Come along and say hello.
Our members have also been active in developing and maintaining the Native Garden beds at the
Arboretum. We welcome volunteers who would like to help. See p.7 for our calendar and details of
events.
ALL YOU NEED TO JOIN OUR GROUP IS AN INTEREST IN OUR NATIVE PLANTS

OFFICEBEARERS FOR 2013
President:

Barbara Nevin

Phone: 6775 2128

Vice President:

Maria Hitchcock

Phone: 6775 1139

Secretary:

Helen Schwarz

Phone: 6772 1584

Treasurer:

John Nevin

Phone: 6775 2128

Membership officer:

Colin Mulquiney

Auditor:

David Laird

Markets in the Mall and Arboretum Coordinator: Patrick Laher
Newsletter Editor:

Verna Aslin

Hospitality:

Barbara Nevin

Phone: 0427327719

Phone: 6772 7548

Company Director/Local Delegate: Maria Hitchcock
Monthly Plant List Coordinator:

Suzanne Robertson

OHS and Environmental Officer: Peter Metcalf
Webmaster:

Neil Wilson

NSW Get-Together Sub-Committee: Maria Hitchcock(chair), John and Barbara Nevin, Helen Schwarz ,
Patrick Laher
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From Your President
Hello there everyone. I am your recycled President and welcome you all to 2013.
Our thanks to the 2012 committee under the capable care of Maria. Welcome to those members who
have taken up positions this year. Your group only remains healthy if everyone helps out by
volunteering for jobs, coming up with ideas for speakers, outings and anything else that you think of.
Just let someone on the executive know so that they can take your ideas to the Business Meeting, if you
are unable to attend yourself. Yes , that is right. All members are very welcome to attend the Business
Meetings as well as Forums.
At the AGM last month it was decided that in future we will have the AGM in November. This is just
after the financial report goes off to Sydney and means that the new committee has the chance to get
themselves ready and organise the following year’s calendar for the start in February.
The Armidale Show was held recently and two of our hardworking members entered native plants.
Maria won first prize for a brush of Banksia integrifolia dwarf form and Patrick won second prize for his
potted plant of Grevillea Honey Eater Heaven. Congratulations to both of you. We will have to
encourage more members to participate as this is another way to show off our beautiful native flora to
the general public.

2013 NSW APS Get-Together
12th/13th October 2013
Here is the suggested program. Please mark the
dates in your diaries.
Friday afternoon (for those arriving early).
Pick and choose from:
Free tours of the UNE Herbarium, Armidale
Arboretum, Tree Group and Black Gully,
Creeklands revegetation, Wineries visits,
Galleries visits, National Park visits.
Friday evening: Presidents Dinner
Saturday:
Hitchcock garden - National Correa Collection,
Waratah collection. Registration, official
opening, morning tea, plant sales.
Nevin garden - Phebalium collection, garden
tours, lunch, plant sales.
Dangars Falls (Oxley Wild Rivers NP) - guided
walks, champagne and nibblies (bus available)
McCrossin’s Mill Uralla - dinner with
Thunderbolt the bushranger (bus available)
Sunday:
Sheather garden - huge plantings of New
England flora

Many thanks to Maria who held a beginners
propagation session at her place last Saturday
afternoon and she and her husband Don
organised a great bbq for dinner that night. A
great time was had by all and I hope that those
members who attended will be able to bring some
of their special plants for the plant swap at our
Christmas function in December.

Many thanks to Verna Aslin who has volunteered
to be our new Newsletter Editor; I hope you all
support her in this very valuable position by
sending lots and lots of articles and photos.

Isn’t it wonderful to have such beautiful Autumnal
weather at the moment, with gardening chores
much easier, especially the weeding after the
good rain?

Keep well and enjoy your gardening
Barbara
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Leo Hodge 1904-1994
Contributed by Warren and Gloria Sheather

We find that the internet is a treasure trove of
botanical and horticultural information. A recent
search brought to light a biography of Leo Hodge,
christened Leomin, the originator of many Grevillea
hybrids, all prefixed Poorinda after his property in
the Gippsland area of Victoria. The name is taken
from an aboriginal word meaning light.
Leo was a shearer, dingo trapper, grazier, artist,
musician, poet and gardener. Of course Leo’s main
claim to fame is the production of over 50 hybrid
Grevilleas including the well-known Poorinda Royal
Mantle, P. Constance and P. Queen.

He made no financial gain from his work but left it
to commercial nurseries to commercialise his
hybrids.
At his funeral Leo was described as “a man who left
an impact on the lives of his family and his name
and achievements on the pages of Australian
botanical history.”

Patrick Laher reports:

Grevillea “Poorinda Emblem”

FarOutFlora

We always thought that Leo named hybrids that
spontaneously appeared in his extensive native
garden. This is not the case. He hand pollinated
selected plants and covered the selected flowers to
reduce contamination. It is interesting to note that
most of his hybrid seedlings took three years to
flower. The Grevillea seedlings, in our garden, take
about the same time to mature.
Leo did not limit his hybridising activities to
Grevilleas. Crowea Poorinda Ecstasy, Philotheca
(Eriostemon) Poorinda, Westringia Poorinda
Pavane, Prostanthera Ballerina and Boronia Sunset
Serenade are all the result of Leo’s hybridising or
selection of superior varieties.

Arboretum : there has not been a working bee so
far this year. April 6th, we will be planting out 500
tubes of Lomandra. Members to bring a trowel,
bucket, pick and crowbar. We will be planting in
the Proteacea Bed. Bring picnic lunch for 12md,
planting starts at Ipm.
Sunday Markets : we sold 48 plants at the
February Market. Next markets are on the 28th
April.
Christmas bells for sale : I will bring to my
September talk, Xmas Bells for sale at $5 ea.
Forthcoming outing: Saturday 18th May ; visit
Warialda to see many beautiful wildflowers on
sandy soil under powerlines. Leave Armidale
Visitor Information Centre at 8am. BYO morning &
afternoon teas and lunch plus drinks. Car pooling
will be available . This is only a day trip unless you
wish to stay overnight before or after (or both) so
let Pat know so you can organise a meeting up
place and time.
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Have you tried these?
Contributed by Warren and Gloria Sheather

Acacia ashbyae
Acacia ashbyae is a spreading, small to medium
shrub said to reach a height of two metres. Our
plants have a maximum height of 1.5 metres with a
similar spread. Phyllodes are narrow, up to 9
centimetres long; 1-3 millimetres wide, flat and
light green. New growth is clothed in white to
cream hairs. The flower head shape is between rodlike and globular. Blooms are bright yellow and
cover the branches in spring. Pods are hairy and
constricted between the seeds.
Acacia ashbyae is a decorative wattle with
spreading branches. Our plants have proved to be
hardy, fast growing and free flowering. Pruning is
appreciated after flowering.
Propagation is by seed or cuttings. Seed requires hot
Darwinia citriodora
water treatment before sowing. We propagate, this
species, from cuttings. Acacia ashbyae has proved
to be one of the easiest wattles to grow from
Flower-heads may be up to 3 centimetres across and
cuttings.
either erect or pendulous. Usually there are 4-6
Acacia ashbyae is a Western Australian native and flowers per head. Their bracts are orange-red and
green then age to orange-red. Yellow to orange-red
is named after Miss Alison Ashby, a 20thcentury
styles are held above the flower heads. The main
plant collector and skilled botanical artist.
flowering period extends from May to December
with sporadic flowering at other times. Blooms are
usually profuse and conspicuous. A light,
occasional pruning is beneficial.
Darwinia citriodora is a native of Western
Australia in company with at least 50 other species.
The Lemon-scented Myrtle has proved to one of the
most reliable in cultivation. Other western species
are grown but these are usually grafted specimens.
Two of our Darwinia citriodora plants are at least
12 years old.
The Lemon-scented Myrtle could be planted close
to pathways where the foliage perfume would be
released as you walk past.
Acacia ashbyae

Darwinia citriodora
Darwinia citriodora, the Lemon-scented Myrtle, is
a small to medium spreading shrub. Leaves are 1-2
centimetres long, oval with a strong citrus perfume
when crushed (hence the common name). Foliage
develops a reddish colour in the colder months.

There is also a prostrate form that is sometimes
available.
The Lemon-scented Myrtle propagates readily and
rapidly from cuttings.
The genus is named after Dr. Erasmus Darwin
(1731-1802), grandfather of Charles Darwin.
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Have you tried these? (cont’d)
Daviesia latifolia
Daviesia latifolia, Hop Bitter-pea, is a small to
medium shrub. Leaves are up ten centimetres long,
three centimetres wide, leathery with wavy margins.
The pea-shaped flowers are carried in dense clusters
at the base of the leaves. Blooms are yellow and
brown (the typical eggs and bacon colours of many
Australian peas). The flowers appear in spring and
are said to have an attractive perfume, a feature that
we have not noticed. Distinctive triangular pods
follow the flowers and hold hard-coated black seeds.
When ripe the pods burst open and expel the seeds
like miniature shrapnel. This characteristic makes
the collection of seeds a trifle difficult.

Membership subscriptions for 2013-2014 due
shortly
Please note that most subscriptions from current members
will be due shortly.
This is a consequence of our push over the past few years to
get every member with a renewal date of 31st March each
year. Subscription rates have not been changed from last
year. So for most members if you wish to continue being a
member, you will need to pay an identical amount to that
you paid last year unless your circumstances have changed.
(for example, this could include changing from ‘ordinary’ to
‘concessional’ membership.) Details of amounts which could
be paid can be found in the Armidale Newsletter or in the
centre of the journal Native Plants for New South Wales,
which is distributed to all current members.

Daviesia latifolia has some of the largest leaves of
any native pea. The leaves are bitter-tasting and have
been used as hop substitutes.

Members who have joined recently will be asked to renew
12 moths after their renewal date has been determined
(hopefully 31 March 2014).

The Hop-bitter Pea is found in all the eastern
mainland states and Tasmania. In our previous
garden, at Invergowrie, this species formed dense
thickets and was one of the dominant understorey
shrubs. At Yallaroo plants are more scattered with
some regeneration after years of heavy grazing.

This year we are commencing a system which allows direct
payments between accounts to be used for transfer of the
appropriate subscription. For those wishing to avail themselves of this opportunity the following details will be needed:

Daviesia latifolia is a handsome shrub. Both foliage
and flowers are attractive features.
Propagation is by seed or cuttings. Seed, if you are
able to collect any, needs hot water treatment to
soften the seed coat. As yet we have not succeeded
in cutting propagation.
The species name means broad leaves.

Name of Account: APS Armidale and District
BSB: 932000
Account No: 642450
If you use this method of payment it is important to include
your surname in the reference part of the form so that your
name will occur on the bank statement. This is essential as it
allows payments you make to be allotted to you. If you
would also let the membership officer know by email that
you have paid by this method, this will act as a part check,
and if there are changes to your contact details (eg phone,
email, address), a Membership Renewal Form will also need
to be completed (see Page 10) or details sent to the membership officer by email.

Please contact me if you need help in renewing your membership or changing your details.

Col Mulquiney,
Membership Officer
P.O. Box 735 Armidale. NSW 2350
Phone: 67726012
Daviesia latifolia
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Putting a Place to the Name: Grevillea
“Granya Glory”
A number of members took the opportunity to
acquire this plant when it was obtained from Mole
Station as a sale plant last year.
Grevillea 'Granya Glory' was selected from the wild
by Neil Marriott at Mt. Granya in N.E. Victoria.
Mount Granya State Park (Vic.) is close to the
Murray River east of Albury, NSW. Mount Granya is
a dominant feature in the Upper Murray landscape.
Its steep, forested slopes rise dramatically above
Lake Hume and surrounding valleys to form
prominent ridges and plateaus. Mount Granya
Summit (870 m) provides views of the surrounding
valleys and distant mountains. The park has diverse
vegetation and spectacular wildflowers.
G. “Granya Glory” may be a hybrid from G.lanigera
and G. polybractea. It has larger and broader leaves
than either parent and the normally grey/green
foliage has an attractive plum/green colour for
several months. The inflorescences and individual

flowers are larger and showier than either parent. It
grows to 0.4 by 1.0m and is a medium dense shrub.
Flowers August to February. The inflorescences are
approx. 4 by 4cm and are rose red and cream.
G.”Granya Glory” appears to be vigorous and
adaptable in cultivation.
Plant description from Cultivar registry maintained by the Australian
National Botanic Garden www.anbg.gov.au

Grevillea “Granya Glory”

MomentsforZen

FOR YOUR DIARY
April (School holidays 13th -28rd April)
6

Saturday

1.00-3.00 Arboretum working bee-see report from Pat

9

Tuesday

5.00-6.30 Business Meeting at Mulquiney’s

16

Tuesday

7.30-9.30 Forum Speaker: John Nevin “Tramping through Torrigton State Recreation Area”

28

Sunday

8.00-12.30 Markets in the Mall

4

Saturday

1.00-3.00 Arboretum working bee

14

Tuesday

5..00-6.30 Business Meeting at the Nevin’s

18

Saturday

8.00am-

21

Tuesday

7.30-9.30 Forum Speaker – Caroline and Bob Gaden ( on safety features when you
are travelling out west to see native flowers)

26

Sunday

8.00-12.30 Markets in the Mall

May

Day Excursion to Warialda (see instructions in Patrick’s report p.4)
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FOR YOUR DIARY (cont’d)
June
1

Saturday

12.30-3.00 Arboretum working bee

23

Sunday

12.00-

30

Sunday

8.00-12.30 Markets in the Mall

6

Saturday

12.30-4.00 Arboretum working bee

28

Sunday

8.00-12.30 Markets in the Mall

Solstice Luncheon at the Schwartz homestead (all information to come in an
email)

July

Propagation Workshop
Contributed by Helen Schwartz

On March 9 a keen group of gardeners descended
on Maria Hitchcock’s garden to learn practical ways
of choosing suitable seed and cutting material and
then using items from the kitchen to successfully
propagate them. It was a hands on workshop
followed by a barbecue. We learned that some
species (correas, prostantheras and westringias)
were difficult to germinate from seed; that Banksias,
Grevilleas and scaveolas for instance if grown from
cuttings, will flower true to type and flower more
quickly than seeds germinated from the same plant.
Maria’s bountiful garden was the source of most of
the seed and all of the cutting material. Choosing
them was a true learning experience for us all; as
was the task of preparing and potting up each
cutting in thumb pots using the seed raising mix
prepared earlier from 1/3 each coir peat,

vermiculite and perlite. Maria demonstrated
and encouraged us to try the different ways of
preparing and planting seeds of Kangaroo paw,
accacia, banksia, and hakea each according to
their specific seed type eg winged , leguminous.
Sieves, sunny window sills, meat trays for
eucalypts, ti tree, melaleuca and callistemon;
ovens at 200 C for banksias and hakeas or
boiling water for legumes. Maria stressed the
importance of labelling (4 or 6B pencil) with
date, name and source of seed or cutting. She
was generous in the information that she gave
us, the questions she answered, and the skills
she passed on to each participant. It will be
interesting to see how these skills and
knowledge translate into new plants grown
“from scratch” in each of our gardens!

Members get stuck in at the
Propagation Workshop
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Become a member and save!
Did you know that there are a range of discounts available to members? Tell your friends and urge
them to join our group.
Armidale & District members only
All Mole Station plants at the APS stall at the Mall Markets and our annual plant sale. At $2.00 per
plant discount, you can easily save your annual subscription each year. (25% discount)
All members of APS-NSW
Cool Natives, 16 Hitchcock Lane Armidale 2350 Ph. 6775 1139. (10% discount) Specialist in Frost hardy
plants, Correas, New England Flora Online catalogue coolnatives.com.au Open by appointment. Selling
at Farmers Market/Mall Market/Mail Order Free delivery in Armidale.
Glenbrook Native Plant Reserve, Great Western Highway, Glenbrook 2773 Ph (02) 4739 4465. Sat, Sun,
Wed. 12noon-4pm. 10% discount to members Web: www.apsbluemtnsgroup.org
The Wildflower Place, 453 The Entrance Rd, Erina Heights 2260. Ph (02) 4365 5510. 5% discount - tell
staff before purchase.
Wombat Gully Native Nursery, 1729 Coxs Creek Rd, Rylstone 2849 Ph (02) 6379 6202. 5% discount
Mildura Native Nursery 10% discount on the purchase of any native plants or other products including
the Watertube ordered online at www.nativenursery.com.au
Leearne Neal at Newcastle Wildflower Nursery, 260 Lake Rd, Glendale 2285 Ph (02) 6379 6202. 10%
discount
A.R. Native Plant Nursery, 177 Terania Ck Rd, The Channon NSW 2480 (far north coast) Ph (02) 6688
6365 10% discount Fri/Sat/Sun 9am-5pm other times by appointment
Bonney Hills Garden Centre, 1055 Ocean Drive, Bonney Hills 2445 Ph (02) 6585 5764 10% discount on
all plant purchases
All Greengold Nurseries (except landscape materials or discounted stock) see www.greengold.com.au
for location details etc.
Florilegium: The Garden Bookstore 65 Derwent St, Glebe 2037 PO Box 644 Rozelle 2039. Ph (02) 9555
8589. 7 days 9am-5pm. 10% discount
Forests NSW Nurseries 10% discount on all potted lines. West Pennant Hills, Muswellbrook, Gunnedah,
Wagga Wagga, Narrandera, Dubbo & Forbes For details see http://www.dpi.nsw.gov.au/forests/
business-services/nurseries
Sydney WildFlower Nursery, 9 Veno St Heathcote NSW 2233. Ph (02) 4739 4465. Sat, Sun, Wed.
12noon-4pm. 10% discount. Web: www.sydneywildflowernursery.com.au

Meeting Venue : Armidale TAFE Library Seminar Room.
The Seminar Room is in the Library Building and is within easy walking distance from on-street parking or
from one of the TAFE car parks. There are three car parks in the TAFE grounds with entry from Beardy St,
Rusden St or Allingham St.
The Library is situated in the middle of the campus behind the main building fronting Beardy St. You can
walk through the main building to get to the Library. The nearest car park is immediately behind the
Library building with entry from Rusden St. beside the Automotive Building. The Seminar Room has gas
heating, accessible toilets and comfortable seating. It has up to date electronic equipment for
presentations and a small kitchen with an instant boiling water tap.
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MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION / RENEWAL FORM
for Australian Plant Society (ABN 87 002 680 408)

MEMBERSHIP TYPE: (please tick appropriate box )

Annual Fee

Concession

Single

$50

$42

Joint (two adults at the same address)

$58

$50

Limited Fixed Income

Full Time Student

Concession applied for:

PERSONAL: Joint members please complete a) and b)

a) Mr Mrs Miss Ms Dr other

b) Mr Mrs Miss Ms Dr other

Given Name(s):

Given Name(s):

Surname:

Surname:

Postal Address:
Postcode:
Tel: Home (
Fax: (

)

)

Work: (

)

Email:

Please return form with payment to: Membership Officer, APS Armidale Branch, PO Box 735, Armidale NSW 2350
PAYMENT:
$……………… is enclosed by:


Cash



Cheque, payable to APS Armidale Branch



Money Order, payable to APS Armidale Branch



EFT is available, please refer instructions on Page 6.

I do NOT wish my contact details to be made available to other members.
Signature:

…………………………………………
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