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President’s Report 
Happy New Year everyone! The holidays have been quite 
eventful what with the devastating floods in Queensland, 
NSW and Victoria and Nadal and Federer both being knocked 
out of the Aussie Open. I’m sure most of you were glued to 
the TV watching those amazing scenes from Toowoomba. 
There are times when I’m quite happy to be living in 
Armidale, away from floods and fires. The cool rainy weather 
was followed by a real heat wave–it’s amazing what extremes 
we experience in this country. The experts tell us that there is 
a very strong La Niña in the Pacific and it will continue until 
about May. So be prepared for more rainy weather and more 
floods. My heart goes out to those poor people in the inland 
towns who had only finished cleaning up the mess to be 
inundated again. Can we prevent the damage? I don’t know. I 
suppose people take their chances and sometimes they lose. 
The problem is that the whole country then has to pay for 
these losses. The smart thing is to learn the lessons of history 
but then most people aren’t very smart and they have short 
memories. 

Over the holidays I have been weeding, weeding, weeding. 
All the rain has resulted in an explosion of weeds. I am now 
continuing to lay down thick newspaper and woodchip on the 
second large garden in an attempt to cut down on 
maintenance. In the process I’m pruning all my shrubs and 
filling in the gaps with new plants. I have found Seamungus 
very good as a fertiliser in the planting hole.  

Our Annual Report showed that we had a net gain of ten new 
members over the past year which is an excellent result. 
Congratulations to our hard-working and dedicated committee 
for a great job. Our AGM is coming up in February and as 
usual all positions are declared vacant. We try to spread the 
load as much as we can so that none of the positions are 
onerous. If you would like to join us on the committee please 
don’t be shy to volunteer. One innovation which I will be 
putting forward as a motion will be to remove the formal part 
of the meeting from our monthly get-togethers. The reason for 
this is that we have a business meeting the week before which 
anyone can attend and most of which is mentioned is in the 
Newsletter. The new format will give us more time to discuss 
the plants and perhaps even to have a trading table.  

 

Don’t forget we will be potting on our struck cuttings at the 
February meeting and talking about potting mixes and 
looking after potted plants. 

Also in March we are hosting a visit by the Coffs Harbour 
APS Group. We have organised an interesting program but 
we need your support to make it a success. Please see the 
details on page 8 and mark the date on your calendar. We 
will need as many members as possible to help out over the 
weekend, even if only in a very small way.  

I look forward to seeing you all at our first meeting for 2011. 

Maria Hitchcock 

 

Notice of Motion 

That the formal meeting procedure be 
removed from the monthly meeting program. 

Mover: Maria Hitchcock 

 
 

Thank you to all contributors. The deadline for the next Newsletter is 
Friday 29 April. What are you planning for your garden this coming 
autumn? Articles, snippets, photos, weblinks all very welcome.  

Please send to the Editor at editor@anps‐armidale.org.au  or (hard copy) 
to PO Box 735 Armidale NSW 2350. 
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GROUP INFORMATION 
(Group commenced 6th August 1977) 

We are a very friendly and helpful group who enjoy monthly meetings, garden visits and field trips to help members enjoy the 
search for knowledge about our native flora and our local environment.  We range from raw beginners to others who have been at 
the game for many years - all willing to share their knowledge. 

General Meetings are held at 7.30pm on the third Tuesday of each month (except December, January, June and July) at the 
Armidale Tree Group’s ‘Woodland Centre’ where a display of flowers is presented by members.  Old and new members, and 
visitors, are very welcome to these meetings and to our outings (see page 9 for details).  

Business Meetings are held monthly – see diary for where - members are welcome to these meetings too. 

Annual General Meeting is held in February. 

Solstice Function is held in June. 

Wattle Day Activity is held on a day closest to 1 September. 

December Meeting is taken up by an end of year function, usually a BBQ or picnic. 

ALL YOU NEED TO JOIN OUR GROUP IS A GREAT LOVE OF OUR NATIVE PLANTS  

 

Melaleuca huegelii 
Text and images by Warren & Gloria Sheather 

 
Melaleuca huegelii 

Melaleuca huegelii is known as the Chenille Honey-Myrtle 
and is a member of the Myrtaceae family.  

This species is another attractive Melaleuca from Western 
Australia. Melaleuca huegelii is an erect or sometimes 
spreading medium shrub. The small leaves are triangular in 
shape. In late spring and early summer plants produce large 
numbers of long, cylindrical, cream-coloured flower spikes.  
Melaleuca huegelii flowers light up our garden beds.  

We have specimens scattered throughout our garden. The 
flower spikes attract many insects and these in turn bring 
insectivorous birds to the plants and the garden. The three 
Flower Chafers described above were photographed on this 
Melaleuca. 

Remove the spent flower spikes to keep the plants bushy and 
flowering profusely. 

Propagate from seed or cuttings. We prefer cutting 
propagation because these plants will flower sooner than 
those grown from seed. 

 
 

 
From Yallaroo: A Bevy of Beetles 
Text and images by Warren & Gloria Sheather 

Our knowledge of the beetles that visit our garden has been 
rather basic. Now thanks to a recent addition to our library 
our knowledge has improved somewhat. A Guide to the 
Beetles of Australia by G. Hangay and P. Zborowski 
published by CSIRO, is a useful book for beetle identification 
with understandable text and plenty of photographs.   

It is said that Australia is home to at least 19,000 beetle 
species. In spring and summer a few beetles of this huge 
number visit our garden. The majority are attracted to our 
flowering Callistemons, Leptospermums and Melaleucas. 
Many are members of the Scarab family in company with the 
destructive Christmas Beetles that have appeared in large 
numbers this summer. They have eaten out the tops of most 
of our Eucalypts. Fortunately the trees will recover and come 
back better than ever. 

The following three Scarab members are nectar feeders and 
their larvae eat decaying wood and probably compost. The 
adults are known collectively as Flower Chafers and are 
important pollinators of native plants. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Cowboy Beetle, Chondropyga 
dorsalis 

(Continued on page 4) 
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‘A native rose by any other name …’  

Plant names (Part 2) 
This is the second part of an article by Liisa Atherton concerning 
plant names. The first part appeared in the previous newsletter.  
Liisa gave a talk on this subject at the General Meeting in October 
2010. 

Why do Names Change? 
Generally names change because of more research – both 
scientific/taxonomic and historical/nomenclatural.  

Errors 
Sometimes the issue may be a simple error such as a 
typographic error. The genus Brachyscome was initially 
published as Brachycome. The author Cassini had intended 
Brachyscome and corrected this in his next publication but it 
was not until much later when the author’s intent was taken 
into consideration that Brachyscome was accepted as the 
correct spelling (Ian Telford pers. comm. Oct. 2010). 

Splitting a Genus or species 
When genera or species are split up new names are needed for 
any new genera/species. Revision of the genus Helichrysum 
showed the genus does not occur in Australia. Australian 
species previously placed in Helichrysum have been placed in 
several new genera; these include Xerochrysum, Ozothamnus 
and Chrysocephalum. 
So what happens to the specific epithet of the species 
transferred to a new genus? 
The specific epithet is carried over to the new genus and if 
need be the name is modified to reflect the gender of the new 
genus. 
For example:  
Helichrysum bracteatum became Xerochrysum bracteatum 
(no change of the ending needed here). 
Helichrysum diosmifolium became Ozothamnus diosmifolius 
(note how the ending changes to ‘agree’ with the first part of 
the name).  
 

 
Helichrysum bracteatum became Xerochrysum bracteatum 
Photo M. Fagg  APNI website 
When a species needs to be split up, the new species need 
new names. The part of the split that contains the type will 
keep that type name. Xerochrysum bracteatum is to be split 
into several new species. The part of the split that has the type 
of Xerochrysum bracteatum will retain that name. The other 
new species will get new specific epithets. Since this work 
still needs to be published, at this stage phrase names are 
being used e.g. Xerochrysum sp. (Glencoe). 

  

 
Helichrysum diosmifolium became Ozothamnus diosmifolius 
Photo M. Fagg  APNI website 

Amalgamations (Lumping) 
When genera are amalgamated, the specific epithet of 
members of the genus being transferred may need 
modification. Craven (2006) suggested Callistemon be 
moved into Melaleuca. Although this change has not been 
accepted by many herbaria, the case serves to show changes 
in the specific epithet of species previously placed under 
Callistemon. Generally the specific epithet was transferred 
across with adjustment for gender, so for example, 
Callistemon citrinus became Melaleuca citrina. However, 
Callistemon pungens was renamed Melaleuca williamsii 
because there was already a pre-existing species called 
Melaleuca pungens. 

Phil Rose’s research on Allocasuarina on the North Coast has 
shown the two species Allocasuarina emuina and A. 
thalassoscopica are discrete, but there are individuals (taxa) 
on the North Coast that intergrade between the two. There is 
‘insufficient difference in taxonomic patterns and limits 
between geographic locations to justify description of species 
at each site’ (Phil Rose pers. comm. Oct. 2010). Phil suggests 
one single name should apply to both ‘species’. Usually the 
rule of priority would determine which name should be used 
but here both species names were published on the same day, 
so it is a matter of choosing one. 

Illegitimate names 
Illegitimate names are names that do not satisfy the 
International Code of Botanical Nomenclature. The genus 
Helpiterum was determined to be illegitimate because there 
was an earlier valid name, Syncarpha.  As with Helichrysum, 
Syncarpha does not occur in Australia, so Australian species 
previously placed in Helipterum were placed into several 
genera including Rhodanthe and Leucochrysum.  

 
Rhodanthe chlorocephala subsp. rosea formerly Helipterum roseum 
Photos: T.J. Alford, B.R. Maslin and M. Seale 

 (continued)
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(continued from page 3) 

Conserved names 
Sometimes the rule of priority is over-ridden with a name 
being conserved even though an earlier name has been 
determined. This can happen when a well-known, widely-
used name is found to be illegitimate because they don’t have 
priority. Names such as Banksia and Grevillea have been 
conserved (Lumley & Spencer 1991). 

 
Eucalyptus camaldulensis 

Photo D. Greig, APNI website 

Eucalyptus camaldulensis (River Red Gum) was named after 
a garden—Camalduli— near Naples, Italy, where a tree was 
grown in a private estate garden in the early 19th century. 
Material from this tree was used by Frederick Dehnhardt, 
Chief Gardener at the Botanic Gardens in Naples, to describe 
this species in 1832. The seed used to grow this tree could 
only have come from south-eastern Australia, though the 
exact collection location is unknown.  

The garden and tree have long disappeared. Taxonomic 
revision of this species (McDonald et al. 2009) has found that 
the type does not represent the species known as Eucalyptus 
camaldulensis. Ideally a new type needs to selected and the 
species name changed.  

Following the rules of nomenclature, historically, the next 
name used for the species was E. rostrata. The swamp 
mahogany E. robusta, however, had had the name E. rostrata 
applied as a synonym earlier than the application of E. 
rostrata to the River Red Gum. (Eucalyptus robusta predates 
E. rostrata for the swamp mahogany, so the former name 
applies). The rule of priority therefore precludes use of the 
name E. rostrata for River Red Gum.  

The next name used was E. longistrobus. So maybe this name 
should be used.  

 The authors argue, however, that the River Red Gum is well 
and extensively known as E. camaldulensis and any change 
would just cause problems. They suggest the name E. 
camaldulensis should be conserved and a new type specimen 
selected for that name. 
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From Yallaroo: A Bevy of Beetles 
(Continued from page 2) 

The Cowboy Beetle, Chondropyga dorsalis, is widespread 
and very mobile. Large numbers were observed flying around 
the garden this season. Adults are three centimetres long and 
their black and brown colouring is said to resemble cowboy’s 
leather clothing. Perhaps this name is evidence of someone’s 
overactive imagination. The Brown and Black Flower Chafer 
is a probably a more appropriate name. 

 

 
The Fiddler or Fiddle Beetle, Eupoecila australasiae, is 
about two centimetres long with a dark brown body and a 
violin-shaped (hence the common name) lime-green to 
yellow pattern. The Fiddler Beetle is found in eastern 
Australia from Queensland to South Australia.  

 

(Continued on page 6) 
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Growing Waratahs in New England 
Text and images by Maria Hitchcock 

I have been growing a collection of Waratahs in my garden 
for several years now with great success. I started with one 
plant ‘Shady Lady’ Red which is 9 years old and 3 metres 
high and have now created a Waratah collection.  

 
Telopea ‘Shady Lady Crimson’ 

The hybrid ‘Shady Lady’ series is a cross between the Sydney 
(Telopea speciosissima) and the Victorian (Telopea oreades).  
It has the shrub form of the Victorian species but the tight 
flower head of the Sydney Waratah making it a perfect 
combination for me. It prefers semi-shade to full sun and I 
have planted my collection on the eastern side of the garden 
where it is protected from westerly winds and sun and it is 
also protected from early morning frost damage to the buds 
by my garage wall.  

You can cover the buds when they start to form (one grower 
uses stockings). The soil should be well-drained and acid or 
you can grow them in tubs using Debco potting mix 
(http://www.debco.com.au/ ) and slow release native 
fertiliser.  

In this region, they flower from mid-September to October, 
but they can be early or late depending on the seasons.  They 
grow to 3.0 m high by 1.5 m wide and it is a good idea to cut 
the flowers to promote density and improve the shape of the 
bush. Telopea ‘Shady Lady’ needs to be well watered until 
established and kept moist in hot weather.  This means 
watering tubs daily. I usually deep water my collection once a 
week in summer and I have just covered the ground—which 
was previously mulched with sand—with a thick layer of 
woodchip.  

 
Telopea ‘Shady Lady Red’ 

 It is recommended that you fertilise plants in the ground with 
a light dressing of blood and bone. I buy a product which has 
sulphate of potash added to improve flowering.  

Ausflora Pacific (http://www.ausflorapacific.com.au) have a 
hybrid called Gembrook which is possibly a T. speciosissima 
x T. oreades hybrid.  

Recently a Waratah-grower from Dorrigo has been selling 
very large Waratah flowers at the markets. This is a variety 
called ‘Fire and Brimstone’ and has been introduced by Paul 
Nixon (author of the book on Waratahs) by his Brimstone 
Nursery. He has a number of other varieties in the Brimstone 
range. See (http://www.brimstonewaratahs.com.au/). Most 
are forms of the Sydney Waratah which don’t seem to do 
well in our soils but may be OK in a tub. Plants in the range 
include: ‘Ballerina’, ‘Brimstone Blush’, ‘Brimstone Early’, 
‘Brimstone Pink’, ‘Cardinal’, ‘Fire n Ice’, ‘Green Bracts’, 
‘Mirragon’, ‘Olympic Flame’, ‘Pink Passion’, ‘Red Centre’, 
‘Shade of Pale’, ‘Songlines’, ‘Stringer’s Late’, ‘Sunflare’, 
and ‘Wirrimbirra White’. 

Another hybrid group (T. speciosissima x T. mongaensis) 
sold by this nursery and sometimes available in the trade may 
be easier to grow in our area. This includes ‘Braidwood 
Brilliant’ and ‘Corroboree’.  

  
Telopea  ‘Braidwood Brilliant’ 

Any of these varieties are available from the nursery, but 
must be ordered 12 months in advance and then collected 
from the nursery (near Campbelltown).  They are grown in 
75 mm tubes and there is a minimum order of a tray (20 
tubes). Standard price is $4 per tube, so a minimum order 
would be $80.00.  A deposit of 10% is required when placing 
the order. Clones with PBR (Plant Breeders Rights) will 
require a royalty of 50 c/tube. 

Helpful information may be found in the publication "The 
Waratah" by Paul Nixon Kangaroo Press, 1997, pages 44 to 
65 which is available for $20, including postage & handling. 

The Bush Glow range of Waratahs is the result of a 20-year 
breeding program of Waratahs from NSW, Victoria and 
Tasmania, representing species Telopea speciosissima, T. 
oreades and T. truncata undertaken by G. Downe in Victoria. 
Generally, the flowers are smaller, especially the bracts, 
compared to the NSW Waratah. However, plants are 
generally vigorous and bushy, with smaller bracts, less prone 
to bract burning.  
 

(continued…) 
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(continued from page 5) 

The following three varieties: ‘Golden Globe’, ‘Champagne’ 
and ‘Bridal Gown’ have Plant Breeders Rights protection 
prohibiting unlicensed propagation. License to grow these 
varieties has been granted to Proteaflora Nursery P/L, 
Monbulk.  Commercial release in Australia was in spring 
2007 with ‘Golden Globe’ being marketed as ‘Shady Lady 
Yellow’ and ‘Bridal Gown’ as ‘Shady Lady White’ 
(improved). 

  
Telopea ‘Emperor’s Torch’ 

Earlier this year (2010), I purchased some new hybrids in 
Canberra, which have just been planted out. They are the 
Wild Brumby Range exclusive to Plantmark 
(http://plantmark.com.au/). I was told that they are a 
NSW/Tasmanian hybrid (T. speciosissima x T. truncata). The 
varieties I bought are: ‘Georgie Girl’ (cream), ‘Digger’ 
(salmon pink), ‘Mallee Boy’ (pink) and ‘Sugar Plum’ (red).  

Their publicity material says that they produce up to 80 
flowers spikes, are ideal for hedging. They come in a wide 
range of colours, have extreme cold and frost tolerance when 
mature. And they tolerate dryness for long periods once 
established. Sounds perfect for New England. They come in 
14 cm pots, cost $12.00 each, and are available from ‘Wild 
Brumby’, 3 Withers Rd, Kellyville NSW 2155, Phone (02) 
9629 4444, Email: kellyville@plantmark.com.au 

 

 
If you have any Myrtaceae growing, be vigilant and 
regularly inspect the leaves for any rust‐like 
symptoms.  

If you see anything suspicious, don’t destroy the 
plants, but immediately report it to the Exotic Plant 
Pest Hotline on 1800 084 881. 
  

 
From Yallaroo: A Bevy of Beetles 
(Continued from page 4) 

 

The Spotted Flower Chafer, Neorrhina punctatum, is 15 
millimetres long and is pale brown with large black dots on 
the thorax and wing covers. The Spotted Flower Chafer is 
found in eastern Australia from north Queensland to Victoria. 

Both the Fiddler Beetle and Spotted Flower Chafer are more 
sedentary than the Brown and Black Flower Chafer. They 
prefer to feed rather than fly. 


The fourth beetle, from our garden, is the Botany Bay 
Diamond Weevil, Chrysolopus spectabilis. This handsome 
insect is 24 millimetres long with an iridescent green and 
black body. There is a white to green line running the length 
of the body. The adults feed on Acacia foliage and their 
larvae feed on the roots.  

We find the adults throughout the year on our Acacias. This 
is another beetle species that occurs in eastern Australia. The 
Botany Bay Diamond Weevil is an historically significant 
insect. Specimens were collected—in 1770—by Sir Joseph 
Banks at Botany Bay, and named in 1775. This was the first 
Australian insect to be named scientifically. 
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Where’s the echidna? 
by Barbara Colledge 

Back in late November 2010, whilst standing at 
the kitchen window, I heard a rustling amongst 
the plants and, looking out, saw the echidna 
wending his way through the garden bed near the 
small pond.  
It was a warmish morning, so, gathering my 
camera, I crept out to check on what he might be 
up to. To my surprise he headed down into the 
pond and ‘sat’ there (see photo) for just a couple 
of minutes before moving on to search for food 
among the garden beds. Obviously echidnas get 
hot too!!  

Any other time that I’ve taken a photo of an 
echidna, it’s a shot of one on the move and taken 
from the side, so that you recognize the shape of 
the animal. This photo—taken looking straight at 
him—looks quite strange.  If you weren’t told 
what you were looking at, you might not even 
recognize it.  
 

Details of upcoming events  
 
Annual General Meeting 

Tuesday 15th February at the Woodland Centre at 7.30pm  

As usual, all positions are declared vacant. We try to spread the load as much as possible. If you would like to join us on the 
committee please don’t be shy to volunteer.  

Plant of the month is Asteraceae (daisies) 

Followed by a Sowing Seeds & Potting On Workshop 

 

Next Outing: Black Gully Reserve – Sunday 20th February 

Details are as follows: 

10:30 am Meet at Black Gully Reserve 
12:30 pm Lunch at the Grand Hotel 

 

Coffs Harbour APS Group visit to Armidale – Weekend 19th / 20th March 

Saturday 11:00 am Welcome at the Arboretum 
Armidale APS to provide morning tea – bring a plate 

 12:30 pm Lunch at the Grand Hotel 
 2:30 pm Visit the Nevin garden  
 4:30 pm Visit the Hitchcock garden 
 6:00 pm BBQ at the Hitchcock garden  

Members to bring salads, slices 
Armidale APS to provide meat and bread, tea, coffee 
Everyone to bring their own drinks 

   

Sunday 9:30 am Botany Department Gardens 
 11:00 am Armidale Tree Group for morning tea and plant purchases 
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FOR YOUR DIARY:  February – April 2011 

February  Plant of the month: Asteraceae (daisies) 

  (no Arboretum Working Bee for February) 

Tuesday 8 5.30–7.00 pm Business Meeting – Hitchcock’s, All Welcome. 

Tuesday 15 7.30 pm General Meeting at the Armidale Tree Group ‘Woodland Centre’ 

Workshop: SOWING SEEDS AND POTTING ON 

Sunday 20 10.30 am Outing to Black Gully Reserve followed by lunch (details on page 8) 

Sunday 27 8.00am–12.30pm Markets in the Mall 

March  Plant of the month: Banksias 

Tuesday 1 1.00 pm Arboretum Working Bee 

Tuesday 8 5.30–7.00 pm Business Meeting – Hitchcock’s, All Welcome. 

Tuesday 15 7.30 pm General Meeting at the Armidale Tree Group ‘Woodland Centre’ 

Speaker: JOHN HUNTER 

Weekend 19/20  COFFS HARBOUR VISIT TO ARMIDALE (details on page 8) 

Sunday 27 8.00am–12.30pm Markets in the Mall 

April  Plant of the month: Correas (School holidays 11-17 April) 

Tuesday 5 1.00 pm Arboretum Working Bee 

Tuesday 12 5.30–7.00 pm Business Meeting – Hitchcock’s, All Welcome. 

Sunday 17 8.00am–12.30pm Markets in the Mall 

Tuesday 19 7.30 pm General Meeting at the Armidale Tree Group ‘Woodland Centre’ 

Speaker: DAVE CARR  
 

MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION / RENEWAL FORM 
for Australian Plant Society (ABN 87 002 680 408) 

MEMBERSHIP TYPE: (please tick appropriate box ) Annual Fee Concession 

 Single  $50 $42 

 Joint (two adults at the same address)  $58 $50 

Concession applied for:  Limited Fixed Income  Full Time Student 

PERSONAL: Joint members please complete a) and b) 

a)    Mr   Mrs   Miss   Ms   Dr   other  b)    Mr   Mrs   Miss   Ms   Dr   other 

Given Name(s): Given Name(s): 

Surname:  Surname: 

Postal Address: 

 Postcode: 

Tel: Home (     )  Work: (     ) 

Fax: (     )  Email: 

 I do not wish my contact details to be made available to other members. Signature: ..................................................  

PAYMENT:    $……………… is enclosed by: 

 Cheque, payable to APS Armidale Branch 

 Money Order, payable to APS Armidale Branch 

Please return this form with your payment to:  

Membership Officer, APS Armidale Branch, PO Box 735, Armidale NSW 2350 
 

 


